Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



Prom lile coflectton 
of the 
ERSAUST historical! 



} 

I 



M s s J r 

ON THE 

KINGDOM 

O F 

CHRIST. 

By ABRAHAM BOOTH. 

TO WHICH I« ZiyOEDj 

The DoSrine of tbi Covenants. 

WHEREIN IS SHtWN 

Thart there never was a covenant, of Works made 
with Adam ; nor any other covenant ever 
made with Man, refpeding things purely of a 

Spiritual Nature. 

By SAMUEL JONES, A. M. 



They fl)all /peak of the glory of thy Kingdom. 

Pfal, cxiv. II. : 



N O R fV I C H : 

Printed and fold by John Sterry, 

MDCCCl. 



Br 



,-> 



*■• • ^ 









T 



PREFACE. 

HE kingdom ofCbri/i is a fubjeS! tf g^eat 
importance : for^ accordiug to the . 
views we have of that kingdom will our concluftons 
he, refpeSling various branches of. religious conduct. 
If tbo'e views be imaginary^ theje conclufions mufl be 
falfe, by the former^ the glory of the Mefjiab's 
re^al cbaraBer will be obfcured : by th^ latter y bis 
worjhip will be corrupted', whereas the true doc^ . 
irine concerning this holy empire j may not only be 
the mean of prejerving from thofe evils j but of pre- 
/en ting us with data/br the decifion of many dif^ 
putes among the prof effors of Cbriftianity. A com' 
petent acquaintance, therefore^ with its nature and 
lawSy its emoluments and honors ^ is clofely connected 
with our duty and our happinefs : which acquaint 
tance muft be derived from divine Revelation* 

Important y bozvever, as the fubje^is^ it bas been 
but /. Idom profejedly dif cuffed. This co'ifideratio^ 
WW a leading motive to the prefent attempt. To 
iUuJlrate the nature o^ our Lord's Kingdom y and to 
infer the concluftons fiowi^igfrom ity conflitute the de*- 
fign of this EJay. 

The author has expreffed bis thoughts with great 
freedom j yet without intending the leaft offence to 
any party of CbriflianSy or to any perfon^ from whofe 
notions and praSlices he confcientioufly differs. In 
the courfe of difcufjion be animadverts y indeed y ok 
Jome particular s^ with a degree of feverity : iut 
then they apvear to him in the lifbt of.^^^\\vv^A -^x- 
t'lRccs, which either mptach tbc dotnxmon c^^>C^^>S 
mJpts own kingdom y or dej;rade and cwyu^^- ^"^ 
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worjhip which be requires. NoWy in cafes of this ^ 
kindy the writer is of opinion y that allegiance to the 
King MeJJiahj and true benevolence to man^ demand 
the language of marked oppojition. 

Such is the feature of our Lord's empire y that few 
of his loyal fubjeSis can ferioujly refie5l upon ity 
without feeling themf elves both delighted and repro- 
ved, delighted i becauje it is for the honor of 
their Mediator y to be the Sovereign of a fpiritual 
monarchy. A charaSIer of this kind apparently 
fuits the dignity of his Perfon^ the dejign of his medic- 
ation^ and the riches of his ^r^c^.— Reproved ; be- 
caufe they daily find a want of that fpirituality in 
their afe5iionSy and of that heavenly mindednefsy 
which become the prof effedfubje^s of fuch a king- 
dom. When meditating on the charaEleriftics of 
this holy empire y they Jiand convi^ed before its di- 
vine Sovereign of much carnality ^nd worldly mind- 
ednefSy over which they fine erely mourn : while mere- 
ly nominal fubjeSls of the King Mejftahy or fuperfi- 
cial profeffors of tht gracious gojpely are but little 
concerned about theftate of their hearts y in reference 
to heaven ; or with regard to the fpirituality of 
their wo rjhip. 

This being the ^ cafe with multitudes y the author 
would not be muci^furprifed, were various particu- 
lars in the following pages to prove dijgujling to the 
tafte of numbers prof effing godlinefs. But fa5is are 
flubborn things 5 apd thejayitigs of "Jefus Chrijimuft 
not ke explained away p that confcience may reji.inax 
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fdlfe peace ^ oribat the public tafie may he gratified* 
Fory whentbinkih^of our HuLlime ."^everetgtti 1 hy 
KingdoiTVrComc, ii tbe laf^gf^age of every uprigbt 
hearty let carnal profejjors and tbe profigatt world 
J0)\ what they pUaJe. 

ABRAHAM BOOTH. 

Goodman's Fields, July 30, 1788. 

**LtjTHER fays, Potius quam aliqnid Regno ChriC- 
t^et Glorias ejus decedat, ruat non foium pax fedcoe* 
lum et texfa. jL^/ Ccmmun, ClalT* iv. p 35*. 
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T hiving brcn revealed by ancient Pro- 
phets, th.u the Lord Mefliah fliould 
bca King, and have univerial empire, the 
chofcn tribes in every age cxpefted his appear- 
ance under the rrgal character. W[»i!e, howev- 
er, the general idea of that cxpeftation wasfulljr 
•warranted by the fpirit of prophecy, the bulk of 
Abraham's n^ntural poflericy tverc underagrofs 
nirftake,reipc<3:ing the true defign of their Mefll- 
ah's aj)pearance, and the real narureof his king- 
dom : v/hich miftake had the mod pernicious 
influence upon their temper and conduft, when- 
the gracious promifc of hisccming was fulfilled. 

The fenfe which they affixed to prophecies 
rcfpedling the great Redeemer, was manifcftly 
fuch as flattered their pride and fullered their 
carnality. This gave it a decided advantage, in 
their tftimation, over that for which our Lord 
and his Apoftles contended j and led them to 
overlook whatever in the ancient Oracles oppo- 
fed their fecular views. Ignorant of their fpirit- 
Tial wants, and fluflied withafaife perfuafjon of 
interefl in Jehovah's pcrular favor,on the ground 
of carnal dclcent from Abraham, & of the Cove- 
nant made at Horeb 5 the dodrir^e, exannplc^ 
and claims of.Chrift, were extrtmely offenfivc. 
Not appearing as a temporal prince, difcovering^ 

jno difpufuion tQ' li^ lia^cift U^vcv ^^ "^wwasw 
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yokf, and frequently addrcfTing their confcif nces- 
with keen reproof, on accjunc of pride hypocri- 
fy, fuperftition and covetoufncls; they rejefted 
v^ith determined oppofition all the evidences of 
hisdivine mi J;on, treated him asm impoft()r,&:; 
procured his crucifixion. — Afccr he was rifea 
from the dead, and nfrcnded to heaven, mul* 
titudes of chem indeed believed, and profcfTed 
the Chriftian faith : but a greu majority of the 
nation continued in hardened impenitence, and 
perfecutcd the Apoftlcs with unrelenting ma- 
levolence. Thus they proceeded till, divine 
forbearance bring cxhauded, wrath came upon 
ihem to the uUermoJiy in the total fubvcrfion of 
. ihcir civil and ecclcfidflical polity. . 

■ This mift-ike of the Jews, refpefling the ' 
kingdom of their MefTiah, lying ac the founda- 
tion of all the oppofition with which they trcat- 
ti him, and of their own ruin ; it behoves us to 
.guard with diligence againft everv thing which 
tends to fecularizr the dominion of Chrifl: : left, , 
by corrupting the Gofpcl Occonomy, we di(ho- 
nor the Lord Redeemer, and be finally punifhed 
as the enemies of his government. Our dan- 
ger of contrafting guilt, and of incuring di- 
vine fentimcnt in this wav, is farfrom fmall. For 
we arc fo convcrfant with fcnfible objedils, and 
fo delighted with exterior fhow, that we arc 
iiaturally inclined to wifh for fomething in the 
religion of Jefus, to gratify ourcarnality. Ua- 
*dcrthe influence of that matter prejudice, tb^ 
4}^j>^Saim of a temporal kingdom^ Jcwifb dcpravi- 
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ty rejcdcd Chrift ; and our corruption, if we be 
not watchful, may fo mifrcprefcnt his empire, 
and oppoft his royal prerooativcs, as implicitly 
to fay, Pf^g will noi have bim to rule over us. 

Among the numerous admirable fayings of 
Jcfus Chrift, and his Apoftlcs, that ftand record- 
ed in the New Teftamenc, and are adapted to 
inllruft us in this important fubjeft ^ there is 
one which defcrves peculiar notice. The fay- 
ing to which I advert, is part of that good con^ 
fejfion which our Lord witneflTed before Pontius 
Pilate ; My kingdom is not of this world. A con- 
cife, but caiprchenfive declaration, and wor- 
thy of himThat made it ! — This capital faying 
may be confidered as the grand maxim on which 
he formed his conduft when among men ; and 
it is pregnant with needful inftruftion to all his 
difciples,. rcfpefting the New Oeconomy and 
the Chriftian Church. Relative to matters of 
that kind, there is not, perhaps, amorc intcreft- 
ing paffage in all the New Teftament ; nor one 
which is better adapted to rebuke the pride and 
carnality of millions who bear the Chriftian cha- 
raftcr. To approve of Chrift as a fpiritual mon- 
arch, agreeably to the meaning and tendency of 
this emphatical text, requires a degree of heav- 
enly mindcdncfs which comparatively few pof- 
fefs. 

My kingdom is not of this worlds fays MefTiah 
the Pnrxe, when Handing before the roman gov- 
eraor^and qucftioned about h\^ ^ivm v^l ^v^jvan 
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He boldly avows himfdf a king ; yrr, while ad* 
vancing his title to the honors^ of royality, he 
tacitly informs Pilate that the civil rights of Cc- 
far had nothing to fear from him ; and that his 
own difcipks had no advantages to cxpeft, of a 
ftciilar kind, as the rcfule of embarkine in his 

caufe Our Lord, a little while before, liad 

implicitly conveyed the idea of this declaration 
by receiving from a furrounding multi ude the 
acclamat'ons due to his roval charafter, when 
riding upon an a/s : for while he accepted the ho- 
nours of royality, the poverty and mcannefsof 
bis appearance plainly implied, that his king- 
d.)m was norof.a temporal kind.. Zcchariah 
had foretold that the children or Zton Ihould 
loudly rtioice in this humble manifetlation of 
the King Mrfliab, and that their joy (bould kin- 
dle into rapture. An incontrovertible evidence 
that he prediftcd the public inauguration of a 
Sovtfreign whofe kingdom is not of this world* 
For the loyal and afltcciionatc rubje(^ts of a po- 
litical monarch never thought it matter of exul- 
tation, that he appeared among them, when pro- 
claimed king, with all the marks of me'.nncfs 
and of povrrty. Yet fo it was in refpcft of the 
King Mcffiah. ^ 

It IS generally allowed, if 1 miflitke not, that ' 
the kingdom of Chrift is no other than the gof- j 
pel Church* i vhichis both diftinguilhcd frooi j 

*Regnum Dei in cvangelia;, fays WiTSius.vix all' 
fignificatione venit quam ut notet (latum eximiutii ct .; 
vere Jiberum Ecclelioe Tcftamenti Novi fub Regf;.'] 
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world and oppofcd to if. Relative to this 
gdom,and its divine Sovereign, Jehovah faj'^s 
ws fet my King upon my holy bill of Zion* This 
iphetic Oracle was fulfilled when our Lord, 
iing captivity captive^ afccnded on high and fat 
vn on the right of the eternal feather. Then 
I he moft folemnly inaugurated and proclaim- 
King of the New Teftament Church, amidft 
)rmg myriads of attendant angels, znd/firifs 
'iflmenmade perfeHAn purfuance of which moft 
nd inveftiturein his regal officeAcdiftributed 
al donatives, at the feaft of Pcnticoft, among 
devoted fubjcftj: — fuch donatives, as perfeft- 
bited the majcfty of his Ferfon, arid che na- 
c of his kingdom. Yes, that wonderful af- 
iblage of fpiritual gift^ and heavenly graces 
ich he beftowed upon his difciples at the Jcw- 

feftival, was a glorious firft-fruit of his afcen- 
1, and of his being apriejt upon his throne. The 
fpel Church, which is the luhjtft of his laws 

feat of his government, and the objrft r)fhis 
e, being fnrrounded with powerful oppofers ; 
fs reprclentcd as ruling in the midfi of his ene^ 
s. Norfliall his nrediaiorial kingdom & ad- 
nidration ceafc till all thofc enemies become 

fooiftool. 
The empire cf Chrift, indeed, extends to ev- 

creature : for all authority in heaven and on 
th is in his hands, and he is head over all 
fgs to the Church. But the k'ngdom of which 

ffia Excrcitat, 5n Orat. Doftiinlc. Exercir. 
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wc treat, ftandsdiftinguifhcd from that of gen- 
eral Providence, as well as from every politicjfl 
(late. Ic muft be confidered, therefore, as con^ 
lifting of thofe perfons whom he bought with hi* 
blood, whom he calls by his grace, and over 
whom he reigns as a fpiritual monarch. Thefc 
CQnftitute what is frequently called, the Catho- 
lic Church, wherever the favored individuals 
may rcfidc. Of fuchalfo, orofthofr who make 
a credible profeflion of being fuch, all thofc 
particular churches confiil, which conftitutc our 
Lords' vifible kingdom— that kingdom of which 
wcfpeak. Into the principal charafteriftics of 
this holy empire, and into the genume'confc- 
quences of thofe critera, we (hall now enquire, 
The Gojpel Church is a kingdom not of this world, 
in regard to its origin. Frpm the time of Nimrod 
to the prefent age, fccular empires have gene- 
rally originated in the vile paffions of their firil 
founders : for, in almoft every inftance, avarice 
and pride, ambition and a luft of dominion , have 
been confpicuous— Not fo, in the kingdom of 
Chrift. The remote foundation of his domin- 
on was laid in the counfels of Heaven before 
time commenced, by all comprehending wifdom 
and infinite goodnefs, for the glory of G; d.and 
the benefit of man : and the immediate bafis on 
which it (lands, is his own vicarious obedience 
to divine law : both as to its precepts, and as to 
its penalty. Juftice and goodnefs, therefore arc 
the foundation of his throne. Mercy and truth 
attend the whole of his adminiftration. 



\ 



-■* C- 



KINGDOM OF CHRIST. 13 

The kingdom ofChrift is ncJ of this world. re/pe£l^ 
ing the jubjeSs of his righteous government. I he 
generality of people in all countries, were lorn 
fubjcds of thofc governments under which ihcjr 
lived. No fooner, for inftancc, were we capa- 
ble of reflcfting upon our civil ccnneAions, than 
we found ourfelves freeborn fubjcfts of theBfic- 
ifh crown : and thus it commonly i$ in the fo- 
vereignties of fccular princes. Their dominion 
bein^ confined to the exrerior of human condudb 
and not reaching the heart; natural birth and 
local circumttances conftitutc fubjefts of the 
flate, put them under the protedlion of law, and 
invert them wjth civil rights. Such fubjtdsarc 
perfedly well fuited to the kingdoms of this 
world, and to the charaftcr of their fovereigns. 
For, cofidered as men, kings and fubjcdls are 
on a level: and, as diftinguilhcd by political 
chara6ters, their obligations are mutual ; alle« 
giance on the one part, and proteftion on the o- 

ther. «-Bcfides, temporal kingdoms refpeft 

the prefcnt world. The mutual duties of lt)Te- 
rcigns and the fubjefts, as fuch, regard the hap- 
pinefs of civil focictv, and of that only. As 
an inveftiture with political fovereigntyjdoes not 
confliitute a lord of confcience, it gives no' 
claim to authority in fptritual things, but is en- 
tirely confined to the concerns • f ihis world. 
It is, indeed, the indifprnfable duty of fecuJar 
princes, and of their people, to love and adore 
God. yet that obligation does not arife from 
■ any political relation fubfifting among thcm> but 

B 
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from their being Tfafonable creatures. Iris 
alfo their happ'mefs to be the fubjtdts of Jefas 
Chrift : but that felicity does not rcfult from 
anything fliort of divine mercy cxercifed up- 
on thenci, as depraved and guilty creatures. 

The kingdom and claims of Chrift bc!ng 
very difFcrent from thofc of Ccafar, the qualifi- 
cations and obedience of his real fubjefts muft 
be fo too. For perfons may be good fubje<5ls 
of a temporal fovercign, and enjoy the rights 
of fuch a charaftrr, while they are fo far from 
bearing trvje allegiance to.Jefus Chrift, as to be 
quite inimical to his domini()n,and entire ftran- 
gers to the privileges of hia .kingdom. The 
empire of Chrift is not of this 'world : it is not a 
temporal, but a fpir^tual kingdom. Our Lord, 
therefore, is ?i fpifitual fovtreign ; vvhofe do- 
minion extends to .the mind, conscience, and 
heart, no Icfs than to the external behavour. 
Confequently, all the fubjefts of his govern- 
ment mufl; have fpiritual difpofitions, and yield 

fpiritual obedience obedience, proceeding 

from an enlightened underftanding, an awake- j 
ncd conference, and arcncwed-heart. For as is 
the fovereign, fuch are the fubjefts, and fuch : 
the allegicnce required. A fpiritual Sovereign^ 
and fuhjf'dt^. yielding an obedience merely ex- 
ternal, arr m:>nifeftly inconfiflant. ' 

As aii mankind are born in a ftate of apofta- 
fy from God : 35 the natural turn of the heart,or 
tke cmnalmnd, i; not fubje^ to the law efCody^: 
fj/fWser infted cauhc \ wc muft be burn again— ^.1 
>^/// )!ot of Idocd, Ml of the will 0/ tbc Jlcjb, nor of ;; 
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ibe will of many but of Gody before wc arc per- 
mitted to confider ourfclves, or to b e confidcr- 
ed bv others, as the fubjedts of Him whofc king- 
dom is of a fpiritual kind. Remarkable arc the 
words of our Lord, whrn fpeaking of his loyal 
fubjcfls : They are not of tks vjorld^ even as lam 
not of the world. No : they are defcribed by 
the Apoftles, as being of the truth; of faith ; and 
ofGod*^ Of the truth : enlightrncd, converted, 
and fandlificd by the gofpcl Of faith : living by 
it'; deriving peace and holinefb from Jefus Chrift 
through believing in him. Of God : born of 
him 5 or begotten again to a lively hope^ by thjre* 

/urreSlion of Jefus Chrift from the dead, Such 

arc the fubjtfclsof our Lord's kingdom : in op- 
pofirion to whom, the New Tcllament reprtfcnts 
the red of our .ipoilate race, as being of th: loorks 
of the law ; of the zaorld i of darknefs ; and cflhe 
dt:vU*. Of the ^orks oftheU'JUy fceki-if; acccrp- 
tance with God by thciirown impcrfcfl obedi- 
ence, which leaves thc^m uriJer a curjlr. Of the 
world: c:ir/)aUy minded, and in a fcire of emu- 
ty to G;'>d. Of darhiejs : ignorant of iheir pe- 
ri iViing (lacr, aid unacqunntcd with Jefus Chrilh 
Of the devil : partakers of his image, fuhjefts of 
his dominion and performers of his wili'{\ S) 
great is the contrail formed by Scripture, bc- 
t\feen thofc who arc under our Lord'a govern- 

*John xvlii. 17. Gal ill. 7,9. i,j6hiv. 4,6. 

• Gal. iii CO Joh viii 23 i Joh. iv 5. i ThsT. v 5 
Jcih viii. 38. 41. 44. I Jon. iii. % l^X Ro;u. riii. 6 7. 
%. £ph. V 8. Joh. viii. 4|.^ £ph. ii. 2. 
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ment and the reft of mankind ! AgrfcaMy r^ 
which, real Chriftians are further dcfcnbed, ^^de^ 
livered from the power of darknefs. or the tyranny 
o( Satan, and tranflated into the kingdom of 
God's dear Son : and as being of Gody while all 
the reft of the world Ha in wickednefs. None, 
therefore, but thoj'c who are born from above, 
arc the fubjtfts.of Jefus Chrift : for if the heart 
be not under his dominion,, he reigns not at all 
£S a fpiri^ual monarch. 

That none but real cliriftians are fubjefls of 
cur Lord's kingdom, is yet further apparent from 
the defcriptive characters of thofe that were 
members of the apoftolic churches. We find 
riiem defcribed in the New Teftament, 2l% glad- 
ly receivhig the word of gr^ce as thi called of Je- 

Jus Chrifiy and as called to be faints. I'he Apof- 
tles denominate them brethren, faithful brethren^ 
holy brethren, faints^ and lively ftones. in the ipiii- 
tual temple*. Thcfe andfimilar charuiflers arc 
frequently applied to the members of the pri- 

.mitive churches in general^ and of thofe chur- 
ches the vifiblc kingdom of Ghrift then cojnfift- 
cd. We may therefore fay, with Vitringa • 
" The kingdom of grace, in which Chrift is 
*^ king upon mount Zi* n, is properly ai>t) em- 
" phatically the kingdom of Chrifi : of which none 
** arc fubjefts, except thofe who are chofcn, cat- 
<* lcd,faithfu*, peaceable, and humble j in whonrr. 

♦ ASs II. 4.1 . Rom. 1 6. i Cor. i. 2* Eph i. i. Phi- 
y/p. L I Col. i 2. 2 Theff. i j . H^\). \\v« \» Pc,u 
M, St. J. sLiid a. 5. a Pet, i, !• 
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^' Jefus Chrlft lives by his Spirit, as in the 
*' members of a myftical nnd fpiritual b'jdy, of 
<« which he is the head*. 

This view of our Lord's fabjefts is perfectly 
agreeable to the nature and genius of (he nrw 
cgvcnanti with which the Mcfiiab's kingdom 
is clofely connected : becaufe it appears, that 
fubjefts of any other defcription, have no rea- . 
fon to confider themfclves as covenantees; and 
ic is plain that a divine Covenant mult fuit 
the Kingdom to which it brlongj, whether 

Jewifli or Chriltian When in tbs fulne/s of 

time^ God performed his gracious and comprc- 
henfive promifc of blefllng all nations, it w.is 
by the intervention of a New and better Cove- 
nant than that which was made at Sinai. For 
thus it is wriren : Beholdy the days cowfy/aiib the 
Lordy that I will make a New Covenant with the 
boufe of l/raely and zvitb the houfe of JuJab : not 

ACCORDING TO THE CoVENANT THAT I MADE 
WITH THEIR. FATHERS, IN THE DAY THAT I 
TOOK THEM BV THE HAND TO BRING THEM 

OUT OF THE LAND OF EoYPT ; wbicb my cove-* 
nant they brake although I was an bujhand Unto 
them faith the Lord. But this ihall be the covenant 
that I will m.^ke with the boufe of IfraeU After thofe 
days\fa-th the Lord^ I will put my law in their in- 
ward pa ts^and write it in their hearts y and will be 
their Gody and they (hall be my people. And they 
Jhall teach no more every man his neighbour ^ dnde- 

B a 

♦Obfervat. Sac. L. V. C- \n, \ ^.^^^^^^^^'^' 
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very man bis brother y faying, Know the l^rd: for 
they Jhall all know me, from the leaji of them unto 
the great ejl of them faith the Lord : fori will forgive 
thsir iniquity^ and I will remember their fin no more* 
Thisad'ni^a^)ly gracious Covenant is co.nplcte- 
ly fuiced to a fpiritual kingdom, and to the Tub* 
jefts we hive been defcribingi for it annoufic- 
cs no deJ[i.;ns, makfs no provifions, confers no 
blcflfings, but thofe that are fpiriiual, internal,., 
and cverlafting. The true knowledge of Jeho- 
vah, writing his law in the heart, forgivenefs of 
all (in and perpetual relation to God, are the 
blcflings for which it engages : but there is not a 
word rcfpe<5Hng/^w/)5r^/ blefli.ngs,nor concernino; 
any merely external relation to the Great Suprcrne 
though thefe werr the gra/jd articles in the Cove- 
nant made at Horeb. Covenantees, therefore* 
under the Chnftian Oeconomy, can be no other 
than the fpiritual feed of Abrah:^m : and fuch 
are the fubjefts of thi>i kingdom. Hence the 
Gofpel Covenant is called new, and is exprefbly 
oppofed to the Sinai Confederation, from which 
it is extremely difFLrent. It is alfo pr.>nouTc- 
cd a better Covenant than that which Jehovah 
made with the ancient Ifrael : and (o it is, whe- 
ther we confider its objcfls, its blefT- 
iigs, irs •onfirmation, or its continuance. 
Its objeHs : for they are the fpiri- 
tual feed of Abrahim, gathered out of all na- 
tions. Its bUffifjgs : for they are all fpiritual and 
Jntcrnah Its cof^frmaiion: for \x. >NAs\^u^v'd b^ 
the d far h of C^nft. Its co»2ttnttflwcc\ ^v^T \x. \% 
^»^fir/ajlihg Covenant^ i^rdend in ^U lbinj% and 
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Jure. Yts, it is as much better than the Cov- 
enant made at Sinai, as bring the children of 
God by regrncration, .5 j-.rcfwTabie to carnal dc- 
fcent from AbrahAiU-- as the nufiibtr c.fGod*s 
•leifl in all nations, exceeds that of the chofcn 
tribes— —iS bleirins2S entirely fpiriiual and im- 
mortal, are more excellent than tht'fe of an earth- 
ly kind and of Ihor: duration .^s rcdrmpiion 

fronn fpiritudl bt»nda{.^c and eternal itjin,is grea- 
ter and nobler tfian deliverance frocn temporal 
flavcry — as the ratification of this Covenant, by 
the blood of Imir.anuel, is morr facred than that 
which thf Old Cove nant rccicved bv thr daui^h' 
ter of brute animals -as the Son of God, the 
Mediator of it, is gicater than Mofes, who ap- 
* pfared under that char.idler at Horeh--- and as 
a Covenant of everlafting rfficacy, that fecures 
the final happinefsof all to whom it relates, is bet- 
ter than one of a temporary nature, which was* 
violated by the covenantees, and is become fore- 
ver obfolete. Hence we read, not ordv i/f a bet- 
ter iejlament, but aifo o{ btiit^r profnr/es, on which 
the New Covenant is eftablilhedj of a b^KCcr hope, 
introduced by it; of hcmrr /aaificeSy by which 
guilt is expiated ; of bttf-r /Af»^j pHiVided for 
ihc Chriftian, than were enjovrd by the Jewifh 
church 'y and of a brtter country for an inheri- 
tance*, than the eanhly Canaan. Nav we are 
iffured by an inferred writer, that the Sinai Co- 
venant and the Mofaic Difpenfation had no ij^lo- 
ry ar/endi/?g them, comyjattA ^\\)cv vVv-^x. v:K<SNfc 

fHeb. viii. 6. vii. 19. Vk. iv v*^* ^T* **^ 
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New Covenant and of the McfTiah's Oeconomy* 
Now, to this more glorious Covenant, the king- 
dom pf Chrift, and the fubjcfts of ir, mnft agree, 
Ast, therefore, none but Ipiritual blcGlngs arc 
contained in that Covenant; fo none but reial 
faints are the fubjeds of our Lord's dominion. 

Very different, then, is the kingdom of Chrift 
from the ancient Ifraelitijb Theocracy. For, of 
that Theocraciy, all Abraham's natural defrcn- 
dants were true fubjeds and -properly qiialifitd 
members of the Jewifh church; fuch only ex- 
cepted, is had not been circumcifed according 
to the order of God, or were guilty of fomr ca- 
pital crime. To be an obedient fubjeft of their 
civil government, and a complete member in 
their cccltfiaftical ftate, were manifeftly the fame 
thing ; becaufe, by treating Jehovah as their 
political fovereign, they avowed him as the true 
God, and were entitled to all the emoluments of 
their National Covenant. Untier that Oecon- 
omy, Jehovah acknowledged all thofe for bis 
^^^^/^, and himfelf as their God^ who performed 
an external obedience to his commands, even 
tho' in their hearts difafFefted to him*. Thefc 
prerogatives were enjoyed, independant of fane- ' 
tifyinii grace, and of any pretention to it, cither 
in ihemfelves, or in thcir^parents. 

The itate of things, however, under the New 
Oeconomy, is extremely different. For the 

* a Cor, ui. *] — II. 

"^Jndfres vVt. 2-^. i Sam. vVu- 6. T- ^t^^ ^\\. \^». 
0f^K^a. xxviii. 5- xxix.. -zr^. a C\iiou/\^ %• 
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proprietor and L^^rtl of thr Chriftian 
church, haviiig abfolutrly difctaimeda kingdom 
that \s of this worldj cannot acknowledge znf 
as the fuhjc<5ls of his guvernmcnt, who do not 
know or rcvcrr him--who do not confide in him, 
and fincerely love hirn-. Having entirely laid 
afide thofe enfigns of political foverei^ntv, and 
thoftr OFiarks of external grandeur, which mada 
fuch a fplendid appearance in rhr Jt- wi(h The- 
ocracy ; he difdains to be called the Kmgy or ibi 
God^ of any perfon who does not obey and w^r- 
Ihip kim in/pirit and in thrutb. Appearing as 
the head of his church, merely under the tha- 
raftcr of a fpiritual nionarch, over whonnfoever 
he reigns, itis in the underftanding, by the light 
ofhifcrrurhj in the confcience by the force of 
his authority ; and in the hearr, by the influence 
of his love; for as to all others, his dominion 
is that of Providence, not that of grace,---Thc 
New Taftament affords no more ground for con- 
cluding, that our being defcendcd from parents 
of a certain defcrif.tipn, conrtitutes us the fub- 
jrfts of our Lord's kingdoms than it docs to 
luppofe, that carnal dcfcent, in a particular line 
of anceftry, confers a claim to the charaftcrand 
work of minifters in the fame kingdom.. 

It is of great importance to rhe ri^ht in^cr- 
pretanon of many paff^ges in the Old Tefta- 
ment, that this particular be well under(lj[ind 
and kept in view. Jehovah is frequently repre- 
fented as the Lord and God of all the anc.ent 
Ifraeliies i even ^ here \l \^ tt\2tt\\Vt^ \!tv^x v^v\\x~ 
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internal piety, and nnany of them as enormouflf 
wicked. How, then, could he be called th^ir 
Lord and their God, in diftinftion from his re- 
lation to Gentiles, (whofe creator, bencfaftor, 
and fovcreign he was) except on the ground of 
the Sinai Cavenant ? He was their Lord, as be- 
ing the fovercign whom, by a federal tranfac- 
tion, they were bound to obey, in oppofition to 
every political monarch, who Ihould at any 
time prefume to govern them by laws of his 
own. He was their God^ as the only objeft of 
holy worfhip ; and whom, by the fame* Nation- 
al Covenant, they had folemnly engs^gcd to ferve 
according to his own rule, in opposition to eve- 
ry Pagan idol. But that National relation be- 
tween Jehuv^h and Ifrael being long fincc diff- 
olved, and.tlie Jew having no prerogative a- 
bovc the Gentile ; the nature of. the Gofpcl Oe- j 
conorny, and the McflVah'skingdom, ablblutely ■ 
forbids out fupjMjfmg, that either Jews or Gen- ! 
tiles are warranted to call the Great Supreme 
their Lord, or tbeir Godj if they do not yield wil- . 
ling obedience to hi/n, and perform fpiriiual 
worfliip. It is,, therefore, . either for want of 
undcrftanding, or ofconfidering the nature, af- 
peft, and influence of the Sinai Conftitution, that 
many dream of the New Covenant, in great 
numbers of places, where Mofes and the Pro* 
phets had no thought about it; but had the . 
convention at Horcb directly, in view. It is 
owing to the {a.:nc ignorance, or inadvcrtancyi . 
that others argue from various pafTages in the 
Old Tcftament, fur juilification before God by i 
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their own pbcdif ncr, and againft the final per- 
fcvcfancc of real faints. Bccaufr, to be entitled 
to national happincfs, by performing the condi- 
tions of the Sinai Covenant, and to lofc that 
right by backfliding into proflayacy of manners; 
arc very different things, from obtainingjutli- 
fication before God, and forfriring an iniereft in 
the great Redeemer— fo different, tnat there is 
no arguing from the one to the other. 

Again : As none but real Chriftians are the 
fubjcdls of our Lard's kingdom, neither adults, 
nor infants, can be members of the Gufpel 
Church, in virtue of an external covenant, or 
of a r^/tf//z;tfholiners. A ftrikingdifparity this, 
between the Jewifti and the Chriftian church. 
Of this difference we m^y be alTured by confi- 
dering, that a barely rclaiive fanftity, fuppofes 
its poflcffors to be the people of God in a mere- 
ly external fenfe : thatfuchan external people, 
fuppofes an external covenant, or one that re- 
lates to exterior conduft and temporal ble(fng$ : 
and an external covenant fuppofes an external 
king. Now an external king, is a political fo- 
vereign ; bjt fuch is not our Lord Jcfus Chrift, 
nor* yet the divine Father. Once, indeed, it 
was ochcrwifc : for, concerning the Ifraelitini 
nation, it Is thus writen ; /Jehovah, will h 
tby ki?tg. Gideon /aid unto them^ 1 will not rule 0- 
^eryouy neither fljaU wy Jon. lule over you. Jehovah 
fiiallrule ^ver jita, "Jehovah your Gt)d was your king^ 
It was the peculiar honor and happincfs oflii^-- 



}Hof:a x':li. 10. Judr^es vV\\» a^\ ^^^^• ^"^"^^ 
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cK to have %Sf>vcrr5firfi who was the only ob 
of thtirworfliip. F»r thus the Pfalmift fin 
Slejfed is the nation^ wbc/e {k'\T\^) Jehovah is t 
God* ! Hence Jehovah's complaint j ^hey i 
^r^je^ed tne^ that I jhould not reign over then 
I'es, Jehovah, as a tennporal monarch, flood 
latrd to the ancient Ifratlites, and entered : 
a federal rranfaftion with them at Sinai, not 
Iv as the objefJ: of their worfhip, but as tl 
King. Their judical and civil infti'utes, vl 
laws or war and of peace, varioiis orders refpi 
ting the land they occupied, and the annual 
knowledt^ments to the great proprietor of 
were ail from God, as (heir political foverei 
Hence all the natural pofterity of Abraham w 
Jehovah's people, on the ground of an exter 
Covenant made with the whole natit^n. 

The children of Ifrael, being diftinciiift 
from the Gentile world, bv a fyftem of ce 
manial precepts, and their divine Sovereign 
iiding among them, were denominated a i 
nation : for that excerJial fanfliity which tl 
pofleflTed, feems to have arifen, partly fr 
their National Covenant^ and partly from \\ 
having the Divine Prefetice enr\ong them. By i 
former, they renouced idolatry in all its fori 
and /^ave chemfelves up to Jehovah in oppofiti 
to the falfe objcds of Pagan worfhip; wh 

♦Pf, xxxiii. la. and cxliv. c 5. HeL See the Septiiag 
Verfion. and that ot Junmus and Trf.mellH 
together withFoLi Synopf, VtNEM^ Commenim I 

}J 1 Sam. \u\. 'J. 
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frparation to the frrvicc ©f God^ isdcnominatrd 
loltnefs. By the latter, they had a kind of local 
ncrai ncfs to God, which conferred a relative fanc- 
tity ; as appears by various inflances. When, 
for example, Mofes with aftonifhmcnt beheld 
the burning bufli^ the ground on which he itood 
u as pronounced bolyy becaufe,of Jehovah's pe- 
culiar prefence there. Thus it was in the cafe of 
Jofhua : and fo in regard to the place of our 
Lord's transfiguration : for Peter calls it the Ho- 
ly mount*. And why wiis part of the ancient 
Un&utiry C2\M the mofi holy place? but becaufc 
Jehovah in a fingular hnanncr, and under a vi- 
fible emblem, dwelt there. Hence it is mani- 
fefV, that the Divine Prefencc, whether under 
the form of an augujiper/bnagey as in the cafe of 
Joftiua; or under the emblem of devouring fire^ 
as in the bufh, and upon mount Sinaif ; or un- 
der the milder appearance of a luminous cloudy as 
over the mercy fcat^ and at our Lord's transfigu- 
ration, confers a relative holincfs. It is alfo e- 
quallv plain, that this miraculous prefence of 
God being withdrawn from the feveril places to 
which we have juft adverted, they havt now no 
more holinefs than any other part of the earth. 

So the Ifraelites, being feparated inw all o- 
thf-r nations for theworfhip of Jehovah as their 
God, to the exclufion of r>ll idclatry 1 avcjwing 
fubjrftion ro h.-m as ihrirking, ir contrsdiflir.fti- 
onto all other fovercigns j and he rtfidirg a 

C 

• £x9(i. ill. 5» Jofh. v. T5. 2 Pet. i. iS. 

T Exod. xix. 18. 
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mong them in the fan^Vuary^ as in his royal pa- 
lace; there was a relative hoi inefs attending their 
perfonsy and almoft every ching pertaining to 
them. For not only Jehovah's roval pavilion, 
with all its utenlils and fervicrs ; the miniilers of 
th^t fandluary and cheir ieveral vtftmcntSi but 
the people in general, the metropolis of their 
country, thehoufe&of individuals the land, cul- 
tivated by thenni, and the produce of that la^d, 
were all ftilcd holy^.^^Thc Divine Prcfence refi- 
ding among them, appears to have had an exten- 
five influence upon the people, with regard to 
relative faodity and external purity. So in ca- 
fes of corporal pollution by difeafe, tlie patients 
were to bcexcluded from the common incercour- 
feiof fockly, that rhey might not defile the camp 
' in the m^idil of which their fublinne Sovereign 
dwelff. Nay, divine law exprcfaly required, that 
even the furface of the ground on which thry 
trod (bould be preferved from one fpcices of de- 
filement; and the injunction is enforced by tbii 
confideration, For Jelufvsb thy GoJwalketb in ibe 
midfi of the campX* 

Remarkably to ow purpofe » the declaration 
of God> when fpcaking of the ancient fanduary ; 
7biri I will mat with the cbiUtren -rf l/real^ end 
Ifracl (not tbi tabtrnacle ) fiuM bt /anBtfitd by my 

* See Exod xxviii. 2^ 4* xxix. i. Lev xix. 23* 
24. XX, 26 XXV. 2, 4. xxvii. 14, 30, Numb. xvi. 3, 
j8. xxxv^ 34. Dent. vii. 6. t Numb. v. 2, 3. and 

XXXV, j4. J Dtut. xxiii. 12, 1^% \V * 
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ihrj^. For, as Venbma obfcrvcs, «« neither 
^ the isiirnatlif nor the aliOTj is to be underftood; 
•< but the J/raeiiUs ibemjilvis, as appears by the 
•« connexion and feries of the difcourfe. Be- 
<« caufe, in the imnnediattly following verle, the 
'** /andtifrcation of the tabernacle, and of the il- 
^ car, is ezprefsly nnenrioned. Befidts, it is plain 
'^« that the external fymbol of Jehovah's prcfencc 
^ was a fufficient indication of GoA*s glorj\n the 
•^ tabernacle. Thus the holinrfs of the people, 
^ equally as that of places^ was derived from the 
^ external prefeoce of God f/'—— Now, asthi 
Divine Prefence had a local, vifiblc refidence o- 
ver the mercy-fear, which was the throne of Je- 
hovah ; as that Prefence among the Ifraelites 
bad fuch an extenfive operation upon their ftate^ 
both in refpeA of privilege and of duty ; as the 
>vhole nation was a typical people, and a great 
part of their worOiipofa fliadowy nature i we 
need not wondt-r, that in fuch an ecclefiaftico-' 
political kingdom almoft every thing fliould be 
cfteemed;,. in a relative fcnCtr^bafy. 

Under the Gofpel Difpenfation, however, 
thefc peculiarities have no exiftance. For Chrift 
has not made an cx>ernal covenant with any peo- 
pk . He is not the king of any particular na- 
tion. He dwells not in a palace made with 
hands. His throne is in^ the heavenly fandua- 
vy i nor does he afford his vifihlc prefence in 

♦ Exod. xxix,. 43. Vid. Jvhium and Tmx- 
UEth* in loc. 

f a&itu. Sac. L. li, C- u\ VV 



^ ■^'■'\.^. 



28 ESSAYONTHE 

any place upon earth. The partition wall be- 
tween Jews and Gentiles has lon^:^ been ficnno- 
lilhed .' and, confcqucn ly, our divine Sovereign 
does not (land related to any people, or ro any 
pirfon, fo as to conTcr a relative fanftity, or to 
produce an external holincfs. 

While the Sinai Covenant continued in force, ■ 
the Son of God w^s the King of the Jews : for 
though, by Saul and ethers b;raring the regal 
character, the Divine govrrnniep.t was obfcu- 
icd, yet it was not abolifhed. The kinf^^dom 
cf Ifr;:el /« /i»^ bands of I be Sc/is of David y be- 
ij5g denominated the kingdom of Jehovah \ the 
throne on vvhiih Suioniun fat being called the 
throne of Jehovah* \ and the laws of the flafc 
being fill! diviney \vearel?d to view the Jewifb \ 
kings as th^i vkegcyents o^ jvh)v*jh-j-.-— in this 
light the q.ucrcn ofSiwba Cjr.fidererl Solomon 
when fhe faid ; BUJfedbe the Lord thy Gody which 
delighted in thee to fet thee on h 1 ij t h k u n \l^ to bt 
king FOR THE LORD THY GOD |[. Of the Jevv* 
ilhma^iftrates it is alio writen, Ye judge na for 
many but for Jehovah'^ Now fo long as a jxdisi- 
cal relation fubfifled between the Son of God 
and the feed of Abraham, an external holinefs 
continued, as rcfulting from that relation. But 
though this foundation of relative fandtity was -. 

*2 Chron. xiii. 8. i ChroR. xXiii. 5. and xxix. 2j- 

t Vid. WiTSii mifcell. Sac. Tom. II. p ^20, 
^36' VfNEMAE. Hift. Eelef. Vet. Teft. Tom. !• 

I igS. Diffortat> Sac- L- UX. v\. * a. Q\^^^ 
ix. 8 
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not removed till thr death of Chrift, there is no 
intimation in the Evangelical Hiftory of any 
ene being entitled to a New Teftanncnt rite, or 
ro the Charafter of a iubji-6l in the mrfTMhS king- 
dom, in virtue of tha^ holinrfs. N-iy, t'le rc- 
verfe appear* in the condudlof John toward the 
Jew**, 

The Covenant made at Horcb having long 
been obfolete, all ics peculiarities are vunirtiefd 
awav : amono: which, relative fan^tity made a 
confpicuous figure. That national conftitution 
being abolifhed, Jehovah's political fovereignty 
is at an end. The covenant therefore now in 
force, and the royal relation of our Lord to the 
church, arc entirely fpiritual. All that external 
hoiinefs of perfons,of places & of things, which 
exifted under the Old Occonomyjs gone fore- 
ver : fo that if the profffl'irs of chriftianity do 
not poff-fs a real, internal fanftity,- they have 
none at all.— The national confederation at Si- 
nai IS exprefsly conrrafted, in holy Scripture, 
with the New Covenant* : and though the lat- 
ter manifeftly provides for internal hoiinefs, rc- 
fpecling all ilie covenantees, ye: it fays not a 
word about relative fanftity. And, indeed, 
how fhould it? fince, by its commencement^ 
the whole Sinai Conftitution became obfolete ; 
the partition wall was broken down j thefpecial 
relation between God and Abraham*s natural 
fccdceafed, and Icfi no d\ffeTet\c^Cil^ \vX\'^^Nis^ 

C a 
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kind between Jewi^ and Gentiles— -no difFcrcncey 
in refpeA of nearnefs co God and communion 
wtcb him, excerpt that which regene acion afid 
faith in Chrift produce^ For^ omler the prc- 
ient Difpcniation, Cbriji is all U all. Wc majr 
thercf«jrefafely conclude, that werre tbe J^wt 
converted and re-ftttledin Pal^Rine, both thry 
and their infant ofF&pring would bt as crnrirely 
deftrture of the ancient relative holinefs as tho/e 
Mahonnmedansare who now refide in that coun- 
try* 

But did an external holincfs now exifl^, we 
ihou Id be obliged toconfidrr it as very differ* 
cnt from that of the anpitrnt Ifraclites;.for ig 
appears, by wbar has been faid, chat thcgrounds^ 
©f rhf ir exterior fanftity make no parr of the 
Chriftian Occonomy. Bt-firifS^ thrir h^ilinef* 
extended ro the whole nation : but in what 
Utopiafhall we Hndatlthe inhabitants poflTcfF- 
rdof • his relative purity ? Theirs cont nucd as^ 
long as thry lived ^ except they commhtted fomc 
enormous crime, by which th^y forfeited their 
lives, or were caft out of the congregation^ 
For it did not wear out by age, nor was it 
loft merely by continuing in a ftatc of unrc- 
geneiacy. Whereas, that external holinefs for 
which fo many plead, is not generally confider- 
ed by them as extending beyond the time of in- 
fancy.- But why (hould any contend for the re- 
Jan'vc holinefs of infants, whodcnv a fanfti.tv of 
^^r kind, to places of woTftwp^ cW\c^\ W\i\v%^ 
^nd various other things? f ot \\. \% \\i\^ xJcwx. 

^^/ctyi/h external pur uv» vil^vVvtx ^^^«Wi 
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efplarrs, orofthirgt,, t^fi^inaiMJ in ihe dme 
National CwirnjiK, and i'-. thr >amc- relation of; 
God trt Iir4"l i »uJ (.onlVqiiriidv, inulV have the 
dme duration in <nic cor-, as in armt/iT. Wej 
mav fheicf<i(t}ti;Hv ( '.nilu'lf, ih.it the fn'inl. 
an.l rriauvr hi.i.r.cli i.f which fn mjnv fjj^'ak, 
reiihf iyr^es wiili the Ijws of Judaifiii, nor 
with he naaire (if ChnftMnity. But if fo, ie 
cannot htlone tu ihc kingdom of Chrift. 

Fiinhrr : li all ihe Mj fts of Chrift he rfti 
fainrv, iiiiviv bt ptlilv qocntci whether any Nt~ 
tionaJ re'ig'OMS tftabli(hment can be a part nf hit 
kingd"m. T*;.it mulctiides of individuals be-- 
lunging to fui h cl1nt>lifhinMits are fyhjcfls of 
the King trtclTuh, is cIuMl^uHy ^ranrcd : but it' 
it not pUin, thar a N.jti'>njt church isiniiiical" 
lo ihc fpirit of r Mr Li>rd*s declaration. My 
kingdom hnet of ibis world? Docs noiihw com- 
prcncnfive and imp"riant faying compel us to 
view the church and the world in a esnIraJitS 
point of light ? And does not ihc idea of a Na- 
tional thurch lead Hi to anfound r\\tm ? D"rs it 
nor manifcfliv confound the churtb of the firfi iort/^ 
tcbtcb en wriuen in heaven -, with the weridy 
that lies ir, wiikedne/s, whofe names arc cnrertd if* 
jpariQi rrgillcrs* i — The fubjcfls uf yur Lord't 

|Il h.isbcen well obferved hy a fenfible writer that. 
1 jclus told PJate " Ihe fole end ol his kinedonti 
bd of his coming inio the world, was iruffi an' the! 
[£»>pa|jaii<'n of jl ; Plhle friys, tfbal ii truth? He 
1 very well that ir^ih had little or nQU\w^\ii Jio 
Iibthc maxiinsof worWly poVvc^ -. \\\«Ve*\V.»\.^ 

k/u5, was floi at iUl likely lo be acoTO^w-VQ* ^il 
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kingdom arc born of G >cl, arc called out of 
ir/orld ; but natural birrh and local circumfl 
crs arc confidcrcd, cither as gwing mcml 
ftijp, or as entitling to a pofitive ritr wliich c 
fers mcnnbeffhip, in a NatioRal church. 
Church of England, for inftancr, includes 
Englifh fubjcfls of ihe Britifh crown, whei 
they be moral or profligate, pious or profa 
fuch only txreprfd, as have not been baptiz 
or as lie und-er a fenrence of excomiTiunicati 
Nay, (6 tenacious is the Englifli Church of 
idea, as to confulrr nunibers within its p 
who never confidercd themfclves in that If 
For, in certain caffs, well known to the doftor 
Canon Law, Proteltant DiflTen ers, and e^ 
Popifh recufants, are caftout of its commu 
on — €afl okSy with dreadful penalties annex 
tho they never acknowledged themfclves to 
int 

The Church of England, indeed, is ma 
fcftlv a fcu'ar kingdom. For it is eftablifl 
by human laws, 'and acknowledges a polit 
head : nor is it efteemed material vvhethcr t 
head be male or female. It is a rreatureof 
ftatei fupported by the ft ate, incorporated v* 

•* Csefar : that a kingdom of truth could not inter 
•* with the claims of his mailer: that it was triiB 
•* to accufc him as an rncmy to Csefar. But then, 
" Jrfus faid that he was letting upon a kingdom 1 
" claimed an alliance wirh the Rate, and which j 
*' tended to a lupremacy, Pirate would have had whi 
^^oftoaccuf:. film " Cr,mme^-it on B{),^ K^U\JK1<3 

'^//ianrc i^cHvicn Church andj}ate^ ^ g* 
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the ftate, and governed by a code of laws con- 
firmed by the ftate— a code, very different 
from the facred canons of the New Teftament ; 
th ofe being quite foreign ro its conftitution. 
Its principal officers arc appointed by the crown; 
a nd, in virtue of ecrlcfiaftical ftiiion, arc 
lords of Parliament*. Nay, even the doftrlncs 

• That our firft Reformers did not aj^prove of fecu- 
lar gran<icur, power, and cn»ploymcrits, being annexed 
to the chara6ler of biihops, is very apparent. Thus 
Mr. Tyndal, for inftance ; ** Is it not a fhamc a- 
*^ bove all (hamcs, and a monftrous tbini; that no man 
** Ihould be found able to govern a worldly kingdom, 
*' fav c biihops and prtlatcs, that are taken out of the 
** worlds and appointed to preach the kinjj:d()m of God? 
•* To preach God's word is too much for half a man ; 
** and to miniftcr a temporal kiuL^dom is too much for 
** half a man alfo Eitlier other n cjulreth a whole 
'* man. One therefore cannot well do both — Where- 
** fore if Chri.^'fi kingilom be nof of this worlds nor 
<* any of his dif^ipits m;iy be othcTwife ihjn he was, . 
** then ChriiVs vicars, whii^h mi/iilttr his kintjdom 
^' in his bodily ahLnce, :ind liavo the owii';^;ht of his 
*' flock, may be none emperors, kinjy, (iuk?s, lords ^ 
<* knights, temporal jiuiji-.s, or any other temporal 
<^ officer ; or undt-r any faTc natr.cs have tny (nch do- 
«* minion, of miriifttT an> iuch ofi>^*e, as requin-lh 
** violence.,, Thus Bp. La timtr, in his lermon 
of the Plough : •• ThiF n^uch I dare fny, that fmce 
•' lirdtng and loitering hath conic^ up, preachinsz halh 
"come down, contrary to the Ap.Mt!.«! times. For 
** they preached and lortfed not : ar.d no\\ tliey lordy 
•* and preach not — Ever lince that prelates were made 
•* /tfr^j and nobles, the plough flaiidfith, there is no 
" work done, ths pocplc ih»rve — They are o^Jurwife 
<' occupied [than la graathia^;!^ Corvsva^ vcw Vk\^^ 
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profeflrd, and the wor(ht p pf rformed in that < 
aablilhme nt». arc all fecuiirizrd. Irs creeds a 
ibrms of prayer, ?ts numerous rubrics and i 
f ious rites, are adopted and ufed under the fai 
tion ofcivil auchoricv. Its Liturgy, therero 
mav be j^ftly confidered as an jili of Pari 
mint refpe£^ing religious affairs. It oiuft the 
fore be confidered as a k n kom of this wot 
The tenor of the New Teftame t, howcverj 
^feeablv to our Lord's maxim, leads us to cor 
ider particular churches as Congregational » a 
« ronfi(ting of chofe who make a credible p 
ieRion of repentance and faith* Such congrei 
tionsj wherever ihey be, confticute the vifi 

^ maltecs^ ; fbme are embaflkdors ; (bnrcyof the ] 
** vy council : fome, tofurnilh the court ; foofie, 
•^hrds §/ the parliament ; fome arc prefidents, . 
^' comptrollers of mints. Well, well is this their 
*• ty ? Is t^is their office ? Js this their callh 
^ Should we have minifttrs of the church compt 
^* lers of the mints ? Is this a meet office for a pri 
^ that hath care of fouls r Is this hi; chaise ? I wc 
** here aft one queftton. I would fain know i 
*• comtrolleth the devil at home in hispaiiOiy wl 
♦• he comtrolleth the mir.t t If the Apoftlcs might 
^ leave the office of pleaching to be deacons, (hall 
" leave it for mintisig F* Thus Bp Hoc pi 
^' Our bi(hop» haveTo much wit, they can rule 
^' ferve, as they fay, in both dates :- in the chuj 
** and al^ in the civil policy. When one of them 
\ moce than any man is able to fatisfy, let him 
** always lib beft diligence — ^They know that the; 
V mitive church had no fuch biihops as be nov 
days." In Mr Piaacx's Vindi$a$. ^ UiffknU X 
ill. Chap.z» 
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kingdom of Chrift.— That the apoftolic churches 
were Congregational, ia clear from the facred 
Records ; and that there was no National charch 
fu( the firtt three hundred years, is equal! v evi- 
dent. Brcaufe there could not be any luch eftab- 
lifhmentjttll the civil government cflbme nation 
or other profefled chriftianity jwhich wat not the 
cafe before Cohstantine afcended the Imperial 
throne. Then, indeed a kind of political Chrii^ 
tianity came into falhion, which has continued 
everfince, and yet in great rep ite. Nor are 
National churches likely to faii^while the policy 
of iovereign princes, and the pride of afpiring 
prelates can fupport them. But, being eftablifli* 
ed by human laws, and each of them acknow* 
ledging a vifible head, cither civil or ecclcfia(li« 
caW either prince or pontiff; they are feculat 
kingdoms, and unworthy the name ofChrifiiaa 
churches. 

Once more : As none but regenerate perfons 
iielung to the kingdom of chrift, no one is a bet- 
ter fubjeftofhis dominion, or a more honora- 
ble member of his church, on account of wialtk 
or fewer ^ of parts or learning. Thcfe ihingl, 
though ufeful in their 4>laces» of much reputation 
to a fccular empire, and of great conlequence 
to it i neither pertain to the true glory of a Chrif- 
tian church, nor to the fterline worth of a Chrif- 
tian character. For what concern have worldly 
wealth and civil power, in forming a fpiritual 
charader, or in adorning a fpiritual kingdom i 
The greateft affluence and the higheft authority 
that mortals can tnjoy^ add oothvtv^ u^ vcw^^ ^\s!^% 
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moral i»orrh. No one is a better man, beca 
he is rich and powerful ; nor the wor(e> 
Caufe he is poor and in a low (lation. Th 
thinos are all exterior to moral chara£lcr. 1 
the oioft licentious arc ofren exalted and wc 
thy, ¥^hilc the mod upright and amiable art- '. 
in obfcurity and opprtflTcd with want. Befit 
when wealth, or power, is poflefTtd bv a true fi 
jeft uf our Lord's kingdom, the Iionor attend 
his charafter does not arifc from his richrs, 
his authority ; but from the holincfs of his 1 
or his likenefs to Jefus Chrift. 

As our Bntifli Sovercicrn is the fountair 
honor to all his fubjcfts, even fo is the K 
Mefliah to all that arc under his dominion. 1 
bnlv way however to be great and honorable 
his kingdom is to be humble, di!i|Trnt, and i: 
ful, in promoting the happinefs of our fell 
Chriftians and fellow creatures. For among 
fundamcnrnl laws of Me(riah*s empire, the i 
lowing is one, and it relates to comparative I 
nor : Wbo/oever will be great amorigyou^ let bin 
your mintfter i and wbooever will be chief am 
you, let him be your fervant. Even as the Son 
man came not to be winif.ered untOy but to mimji 
and to give bis life a ranfom for many*. This I 
ing the law of honor» and the rule of promotii 
in the kin^^dom of Chnft, wc may fafdy c< 
elude, thar the meanrft domeAir may be a d 
nified char'ictv'r in a gofpel churcli, and ad 
the doSrine oj Gcdour^'Saviour while his weal 



t I 



•Matt. Kx. 26, 27. Mcirk. X. 42 — 45. 



KINGDOMOF CHRIST. 3^ 

an(l powerful rraflcr, profrfling th^ fame 
Faiih, may^ifgracc the name of a chrtftian, and 
brin<» reproach (»n chc congrt* gatioB to which he 
belongs. If thf former be diligent and faithful 
in his menial itation : rf he ht found in tbt faitb^ 
zealous for God, and heavenly minded ; he is 
an honorable fubjedl of Jef^is Chi ift, and high m 
the tflimation of Heaven. If, on the conirary, 
the latter be formal in his religious profcffion j 
if he be urjuft or haughty, vb^upcouus or cove- 
tous; he does not briong to the kmgdom of 
Chrift, but »s manifeftly a fubjeft of Satan. 

Nc»r do the m ft (hining mental accomplifh* 
mer tS3 or litej^aTy acquifitiuns, enter into the true, 
glory ot this kingdom. Genius and learning, 
like wealth ainl power, are frequently poflTeffed 
by theworft of moral charafters Thev cannot, 
therefore, rrake any part of that exrcllence by 
which the fobjtfts of Jefus Chrifl are diflingifh- 
td from thofe fecular princes. It is not by the 
gifts of common Providentre, among whichparcs 
and learning make a confpicuous figure^ but by 
the graces of the Holy Spirit, that any perfon, 
IS a Chriftian, is worthy of regard. — Yc*, it is 
faith in O^rift, and obedit-nce to him ; love to 
God, and benevolence to man; humilirv, pati- 
ence, and refignation j fpiriruality, and heavenly 
mindednrfs, which acjorn the fuhjrds of our 
Lord'b kingdom — which dift»n^ui(h them from 
the children of ihis world. Thefe, and fimilar 
things^rrfped the (late of the confcience, and of 
the heart. They form a chariAdtcr for eternity, 

D 
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and .favour of the hravrnly world. Wherca^ 
Irarn'ng and parts, equally as wealth and p wer^ 
a.rc quite of a different naiiirr. The dilbnition 
tficv tmk< bcrwctnonc another is cntirrlv fu| cN 
ficial, and often difgracrd by a prufl'gatt hciirt-— 
"belongs only to th s world, and has no conntflion 
with hcavert. But, as will appear in its proper 
place, the kingdom of Chnft is nearly allied to 
heaven-— isa llateof preparaticm for that fublimc 
bleflednefs, an imrodudtion to its employments, 
and fii vei an earnrft of its fruitions. Confequcnt- 
Jy, the true glory of that kingdom cannot but 
C(»nfift, in the lively exercifc of holy tempers and 
heavcnlf afFtrftions The more there is of a like* 
nef& to keavcn, in ihc heart and life of anv Chrifr 
tian J the more there is of that ho*tor which comes 
fromGod^ and the m'>fe is the caufe of Chrill ador- 
red. — To be a real fubjrdt of this kingdom, iss 
much greater honor than mertiy to be a Phro*- 
phcr, or an Apoftle, For Balaam was the furnlrr, 
and Judas ^yas the latter ; vet both of them wert 
bafe and wrccched. R^akt net that the devils arf 
jufjefl to you ; but rather rejoice that your names art 
wntten in heaven, though Ifpeafk wttb the tonguet 
of men and of angels .^-^and though I have the gifi of 
prophecy J and anderjiand all ntyfteries ana all knofXh 
ledge; and though 1 have /ill faith fo that I could rij'] 
move mountains^ and have no charity^ I am nothings 
in the cftimate of a Ipiritual Sovereign, or in ret' 
crencc to the heavenly ftate, 

N© miniJlerof the word, therefore, w<tcn pefH 
forming his public work, (hould ever think c^T 
ejr^/f//?^ Aim fc If as an officer in this kinjj,donfi> bf 
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difplaving his Irarnin^, his genius or his clo- 
<qucncci f »r that Would be 10 preach bimfelf, noi 
Cb*ifi efitilbe Lord: but, as m the fight of Cod^ 
he (hould honrftly aim at commending him filf to r- 
very man*5 confcience^ by manifejiation of the truths 
Then will he imitate a firft rate miniltcr in the 
Meflfiah^s kingdom^ and obtain the approbation 
of his divine Sovcrrrign.---Brfides> in the dif- 
plays of profound leaining, by critical difquifi^ 
tions ; of great acumen, by metaphyfical Ipr- 
culations ^6r ofafparkling genius^by agreeal le 
turns of wit, Chntt and confcirnce fcrl thrir 
Intcrtfls but little concerned. The former is 

' tooobfcrvant of rhe preach^r*$ motives, and too 
jealous of his own honor,to be plealVd with fuch 
a procedure ^ and thf latttr is too fleepy to be 
ahDufed, or too much pnncd to rrceive relief, 
by thuff means. If our L.^rd confide r hinifrlf 
as honored by the preacher's l..bours» and if the 
minifter have any realon to expeft fucccfs, it 
muft be by a faithful and fimple promulgation 
of reve.iled truths---thijfe truihs whic h regard 
fupreme authori y in the divine law, and faving 
grace in the gloridus gofpel -ihofe truths, I will 
add, which lie open to common capacities. If 
the confcience rercwe advantage, it is by the 
operation of the fjme tru.h?.; ciihrr as convince 
ing of fin and enforcing dutv, or as rcvealiil*g 

^ pardon and affording peace. But the honor of 
Chrift and the tranquility of confcience arc fel- 

/dom promoted, in a public minillrv, by the re- 
feafhrs of learning, or the refinemenrsof geni- 
us : for they are tboTacrcd, and too f^vcv^v\d«^ 
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to acknowledge th^ir abligat'tons to fuch things, 
7 be kingdom ofCbrtft is net of this worlds with 
regard to the means be employed in itsjirfi ejl^blijb^ 
went J and iboje be appointed for its enlargement and 
Jupport. Craft and violence, injufljcc and cru- 
elty, have been conninor>ly ufcd in the founding, 
fu-jporting^and rxrending of fecular kingdonr.s. 
The Roiian empire was founded, snd grew to 
itshtighf, in bl.od. Even the Jevvifh republic 
was eftabliihtd, enlarge d, and defended by forct 
of arnns. The Cannanitifti nations, on account 
ijf their enormous wickrdnefs, wcfc extermina- 
ted by the fword of Ifrael j or, if fparcd by the 
chofen tribes, becanrie tributary to them. This, i 
though according to Jehovah's appointment, as ; 
the great pr<^>priecor of the vvhole earth; and 
th(»u,!h a ri jhteou5 execution of punifbment, fur 
afts of rebelHon againft the Eternal Sovereign 5 
was a plain indication that, in various refpeds, 
the Ifr.ieliti(h church was a fcingdovn of thii 
world. Such alfo was that kingdom of rhe Mcf- 
fiah which the carnal Jews in our Lord's time 
vainly expcfted, whenever the great promifc 
made to their fathers Ihould be fulfiJed : for 
they drtamed of being exahrd to tr»e hik^heft/i 
pitch of political grandeur, and of haviniz ail the ■ 
other nations under their control..— -The princi* 
pal indrumencs employed by princef, toeftablifh , 
maintain, and extend their doininionSi arc— not 

Ecrfons the mod remarkable for integrity and. 
cnev<ilence, for piety and philanthropy; buC-| 
chore who Site moft cm\nea<for ^nUcicarpiudencc'j 
ormdfcidl bravery |. for Cccttv \au\§^\ic^ w •- — 



i v» 



KiJjGDOM Of CHRIST. ^i 

hoftiliry— thofc who arc bcit qualified to pcrfuade 
bv eloquence, to circvjmvcnc by cunin^ or to 
fubduc by force. 

Bur the mod illuftrious inftrumentt cmplcv- 
cd by our Anointed Prince in the trtft ng of hit 
monarchy, vvcrc of a charader quite the rtverfe^ 
Thev were chiefly felcfted fronn the lower orders 
of life, and called from occupations rfteenned 
rwean. Uneducated in the courts of royalty> ia 
the fchools of learning, or in the field of warj 
they wrre flrangers to the finrffc of politicians, 
little acquainted with Gentile pilofophy, and 
unpraflilVd in the art of eloquence. It may be 
jultly prtfumed, therefore, that a ftroni^ degree 
of ruftic!ty appeared in their drcfs, their afptA, 
and their accent : for they were apptrentiv «»- 
learned and unpoli[hed men. So ignorant were they 
of Iciences called liberal, fo #npolite in their 
addrefs, and fo uncanonical in their garb, that 
iTiulitudes called chriflians, it is highly proba- 
ble, would be afliamed to givcthenns hearinjr> 
were they now prefcnr among us 5 unlcfs the 
public aifrntion were firft excited, by the exer* 
cife <f their miraculous p wers.-— Yes, by the 
inflrumentality of thofe unlettered and plain 
men did our Lord ereft his kingdom, or elia- 
kliih the gofpel church. In making war lipoa 
Satan's empire, evangelical truib and fpiritual 
gifts, laborious preachinor and ardent praver, 
fortitude, patience, ^nd holy exa nple, were the 
arms they ufed. Such were the \t\\\\x\9l^ ^xvft.^v\<^ 
rAc armour, employed bv oux ^\i«\ti!c'i^H«^\^5*^^ 
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yet pcrff 6Hy fuitcd to the nature of Kis Jking-* 
dom. F'F it is an cmpirr, not of fcculir pow* 
anJ external pomp ; but of truth and of ri^h-- 
tcoufncfsy of love and of peace. 

Were chr Mcffiah's kingdom of this w^rldi 
bit loyal fubjc6ls might lawfully take the fvvurd^ 
to repel affailancs and fubdue his enemies ; for 
without the liberty of fuch defence, no fecular 
ftdcc can long fubfill. This, however, heabfb- 
lu'ely prohibited: which prohibition is ''oundcd' 
in the peculiar nature of his kingdom. For thui 
he fpeaks, to one who thought of defending hi^ 
perlon and caufc by force j Put. up thy [word inh- 
the foeatb. Soon after, on another occafion he, 
ii\^\ \ If my kingdom were of this world, then would' 
my f^ervants fight, that I fbould ntft be delivered to the 
Jews : but nouo is my kingdom not from hence* . As 
by the partulc a^-w;, our Ipirituat Sovereign ap- 
parrritly rt* fers to hib kingdom amonf> the Jews;. 
fo he feems to dirtlnguifti his dominion in the " 
gofptl church, from that over the Ifraclitilli . 
nation. 

In former times, the Holy Spirit frf.quently 
came upon the ruhjc-(fls of Jehovah's government 
to inlpirc iht-m with martial courage for rhede- - 
fencf of his kingdom, and to deftroy his enemies. 
Hrnce, among ihe anrient worthies, we read of . 
th( fc v4\\o fu^dued kingdoms, waxed valiant in figbt^ 
and put to fight the annies of the aliens. But the 
dilciples of Chnll being called to a different kind ' 
of CjwnflicT:, divine energy is granted fur a diffc- : 

♦ Johxviii. II, 36. 
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If nt purpofc. The military fcrvicc of a Cbrif- 
tian, as fuch, is entirely of a fpiritual nature. It 
r is a good fight df faitb i a fir wing again fi fit, in 
him'cif, ai)ii in ihe w..rld around hiiTi : a holding 
fafi ibe profejfion of bis faith ^ in fpitc of all oppofl^ 
tion. Tnc Chrsliiao hrro is conformed cu ihc 
captain of faivation,. in maintairiing. the truth, 
and in bearing the crofs \ in enduring ?hc contra^ 
dift'on of finncrrs,. and in defi.ifing the (hamc 
that is cart upon him. His accoutrements arc, 
as Paul inform*^ us, The girdU of truths and ib^ 
bteafi'plaU of right eoufnefs ; the (heild of faith, and 
helmet ofbo^e^ and t be f word of the Spirit*. Such 
is the armour provided by the King Mcffiah for 
his devotrd fubjcclsi by which they are ena- 
bled to dtfrnil ihcmfclves, and to promote the 
generalinterffls of his kingdom. This holy em.- 
pire depends not upon power, wealth, or learn- 
intr, either for ornament or fupporr. Nor bj 
mighty nor by power ^ but by my ^piritjaiib Jeba^ 
vab„ 

Neither the force of fecular pow^r, nor the artl 
^ of carnal jolicy, ouj.ht ihtrclore lo" be ufrd In 
. nrt>motingthe caufc of Chrirt : fuch things bc- 
-w^ quite abh<irrcnt from his inttntion, and 
from the nature ofhis icingdom; The great dc^ 
Cgn of our L<ird in founding a Spiritual empire 
was, todir|>lay iheprrfcdljons of God in the holi- 
rrfs and happinefs of his chofrn people. The 
kingdom otChr.ft, as before oblVrved, is a do- 
minion cf truth and'of rcdlitude, of love anduf. 

f Eph. vi. io~i8. I Tbeff. v. 8. >Cor« z Ji4ii- 
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peace. Now the inrercfts of fach a monarchy, 
and {her rnd propofcd by it, cannot be promiQ* 
ted by any other than fpiritual means^ and thofe 
of divine appointnnent. It is only fo far as the 
minds of men arc enlightened by heavenly rruth, 
their confcienres imprtfled with G'»d*s aurhori* 
fy, and their hearts engaged on fpiritual thtng&i 
that the caufe of Chr ft is advanced. But in what 
way flidll perfecuring f»rce be applied, to irradi- 
ate thedark underftanding, to aroiife the flup/d 
confcience, and to fanftify the depraved heart ? 
It is only by the fruits of an adorin^i afTcdtion for 
God, of fi:^cere love to the brethren, and of cor- 
dial good-will to all mankind, that our Lord it 
"^ honored, or his end anfwerrd, bv the fubjefti 
of his Oominion. How, then, (hail I coe rive 
mealures increafc thofe fruits <»f hnlincls ? Or hovr \ 
(hall malevolence, in any of its infernal forms, 
be nrjployed to fupport a kingdom of l<;vc and 
of pea e, 

Nor are the rontiivanccs of carnal policy lefs fo- 
rcgniothc nature uf this kingdom, than the 
exertions of fee ul ^r power. For what has the po- * 
licy of princes, or %»{ ^relates, to do in maintain- 
ing, or in extending, an empire of truth and 
©f rectitude? Truth feeks no fubtrrfujje, and J 
fedlitude fears no examihation : but the opcrar 
tions of p »licy are fubtil, and its f?rft defii^nsarC t 
latent. The policy ofgreat men may form civil | 
ellabl.(h«nents of Chnftianitv, and adorp the ex- , 
. tmnr of public worfhip. It may dignfv miniP ' 
ters of the word w'th pomp^^vi^s \\v\^^^ x^v^tvivH^ 

fa the Ntw Tcftatu^ftx, tku^i vun^^vNx'cvxw >hv^ 
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lemporfil power, till thc'r cUims of fuccrrding 
Co chr ApoRirs bccoaics iifi infulc upon com- 
nnontcnfr. Thcfc an.i (imilar ih'ni^s mav be 
tfFcdtrd by ir, under ihr fair pnttx ofrrndcr- 
dcring -rrligjon rrf^i'-flabl:', and of iMakiniy it 
more grncral: but ihc t-mpirc of Jcfus Clir ft 
difdains therm a)l, bccaufc they belong to thjB 
kingdoms of ihis world. 

But though our L(«rd neither needs, nor ac- 
cepts, the puny arcs of mcn» to advance his caufe 
and fupport his inierefts; vet virious methods 
have been drvifed by ecclefiartiri, lo obviate the 
§Jffinci of tbi crcfi^ lo nndcr ihcmlrlves rcfprfta- 
bie, and to promote f^mcthin^ called Cbijliani^ 
ty. That they mi^^ht not be thouahr, like the 
Fifliennen of Galiler, mlearned and ignorant per- 
fons, thev haveragerlr hui^ht lircrirv titles, and 
to bre called Itabt. To ad.-rn. the minifrerial of- 
fice, and to fandion ihcir adminiflrations, they 
have been as careful as Jev.ifh pricfts to appear in 
canonicals. To prrvtrr.t live pride of rheic hear- 
ers being dit'^ul^cJ-, certain humiliating iruibs 
have been kept out of fi^hr ; and that the con- 
fciences of others mtjjht nor be pained, fufccning 
inicrpretations of divine prccepii have been giv- 
en. To Hand free from a fufpirion of biuotrv, 
|hc imjjorraiire of capital truihs>his bren furren- 
dcredi and to keep fair with iomethtng dllrd 
sbartty-y it his been agreed that human inventions 
fhould htild the plaic of divine inftiiu ions.— 
Many of thc.clcncal chai'adlcr, in our National 
Eftablifhmen r, have dcUbcrdt^lw ^vi^WcwV^w^v:^ 

rnhdc I hey did not bclcivc ifoUaviv\^ ^x^^«Aj:.<i.>isMKv\: 
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confcnt tn what thty could not approve; 
frequfntiv prjftiftfd, as part of their pubRcc 
tions, what they wrre conftraincd to with 
nrvrr cx'fted*. N'lv, as if rhr muuftcrs o 
Eftabliftimtnr pofflflVd a rightct-us monop 
pnhlilhing fv^npelical truth, and of admin 
ing divioc inftiTurions, numbers of them 
fworn to perfrcute their Proteflant Dsfle 
ueighboars, for d^rine to hold feprraie a 
blie.vf. I bus mutcitadcs have fubfcnbcd 

♦For can any man wpoit earth really believe a 
that tfi contamed in the Thirty nine Articles, an 
dially approve of every thing contained in th( 
^ Common Preyr f 

t Thus rwns part of an onth which is tak 
Gradu'ites in the U -iverfity of Oxford. Item 
alitcr tu jurabis, quod intenullas coinmunirate 
perfonas illius Univerfitatis, impedies paccm, 
cbrdiam et amorem — t^ec ConventituUs Interefft 
^ec eis taciii vel exprejfe cortcenti re s^l.i> ea po 

~ MC^DISdtJIBl'S POTKRIS IMPEDIRE. Excerp . 

Status. Univfrjit. Oxon. 1 it. IX. S 61. vi § i 
ls,iou fball in a particular manner Jwear^ that y. 
not oh(iruff pence ^ harmofiy W* love among any con 
iies, or perfms^ of this Univerftty — Nor ought yt 
frefent.in convent icltSy. nor either exprej^y nor 
c^nJenttothtm^MT kather HiNDHt tmem 
HY MEANS IN YOUR P(»WER — How any man 
acquainted with the rights ot confciencct ca 
this oath; or, having taken it, can treat Di 1 
as Chriftian brethren, without rcnouncint^ hi 
Conformaty, I cannot imagine. A more Ihock 
tmn)a can fcarceiy be conceived :for it is perfe 
on the one hand and perjury on the other. — C 
snilar coaiplc;cion is the eleventh Canon of th^ < 
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ifcntrd, trimcd and fworn, to promote the^ 
rrcftstifi fpiritu^l kingdom— a king..}uin of 
vh, of lovr^ and of peace ! 
Some, <>f different communion^ have driibe- 
ely afted as if the preacher's w<irk were 4 
re trial of (kill, and as if a pulpic were the 
ge of a harlequin. T«»d»fpUv the fmilitjt of 
iir inveotioni they have (elc&ed for texts mere 



England, which is entitle, MainUlriert of eon* 
tides ctnfuredy and it reads thus, •• Whofoever 
11 hereafter affirm or maintain, That there are 
:hin this realm o^her mcetines, alfemblies, or con* 
gations of the King's born fubjeftsy than fiich as 
the laws of this land are held and allowed^ which 
y rightly challenge to themfelves the name of tru« 
I lawful churches : Let him be excommunicated, 
I not reiloredy but by the archbifhop, after his rc- 
itance, and public revocation of iuch his wicked 
ors." — I will here fubjoin the following remark 
Dr. Owen : " .There is in this [ecclcfiaftical], 
immunity required a renounciation of all othtr' 
ys of public wordiip, or means of edification, that 
,y be made ufe of. For they are all exprefsly for- 
Iden in the rule of the Conformity. No man,there- 
e, can comply with that rule, but that a renunci-. 
on of all other public ways of edification as unlaw* 
is part of the vinbleprofcffion which they make. 
ie§ meliora froboque^ dtteriora^ fequory is no goo4, 
a in religion. It is upright nefs and integrity 
tt will prcferve men, and nothing elfe, He that 
ill endeavour to cheat his confcicnce by didinflions 
J mental refervations, in any concernments of re- 
ious worfhip, I fear hath little cf it, if anv at all 
It is good for aught. Enquiry into the Orig, Aafure, 
liiut. and <ommi0n0 Evang-k cbunbei /- 228, 229, 
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frraps of fcriptarc language; which, fo far fro?ii 
containing complete propofitrons, have not, in 
their diflocated Hate conveyed a rin;:Ir idea. 
Upon thc'fe thry have harangued ; while the ig- 
norant miiltilude have been greatly furj nfcd that 
fhc preacher could find r> much, where com- 
mon capacities perceived nothing.- Sometimes 
thefemen of genius wili choofe paflTagrs of Scrip- 
lure expreflive of plain hiftoncal fads, ^hich 
have no conne&ion with the great work of faJ?- 
vation by Jefus Chrift ; and handle them (not 
profeflVdIy by wav of accommodation, for then 
it mii^ht be admitted) but as if thev "wcnr /acred 
M/leg0ries. Such hiftorical fafts bcm^ fpirituaU 
ized, as they love to call it, d(*(5trines, privileges, 
duties, in abundance, are eafily derived from 
them. Nav, fo ingenious are pteachers of this 
turn, that it is no hard matter for them to find a 
great part of theii creed in almoft any text ihcf 
take. Thus they aHegorize common fenfc Into 
pious abfurditv.— -It mighty perhaps, be too 
barefaced, rh »ugh it would certainly fuit the va- 
nity of Juch prearhers, wer« they frequently to 
addrefs their hearets on the pronominal mono- 
fv liable /: and there are two paffages of facrcd 
Writ where it occurs in the moft oppofitc man- 
ner. The former would ma\'e an admirable 
text; the latter, a noble coQtIufion: and they \ 
are as follows: ** Su. h a n^an as /— Is not this.. 
•* grc.t B^ibyion that /have built*? Others, and 

* Mr. G. Greco RY^ viVtw ^vaoa^^n^ixutv^ o^ 
the conduSt which is here cculyftcd^^v^^ S ^^ \v\i 
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•ftcn the fame pcrfons, frequently ufe thegcf- 
lures of the theatre, and the language of a moun- 
lebank : as if their bufincfs were to amufe, to 
entertain, and tonrjake their hearers laugh. Ex- 
travagant attitudes and quaint exprefTions, idle 
ftoriefi and fimilies quite ludicrous, appear in a- 
bundance, and conflitutc no fmall part of the 
entertainment furni(hed by fuch charaftcrs. But 
in what a ftate mud the confcicnces of thofc 
preachtrrs be, who can deliberately and with pre- 
meditation aft in this manner! Or, what muft 
we think of their petitions for divine affiftance 
in addrefling the people, when they intend thus 
to treat them i J called n entertainment-, and 
furcly, they themfclvct do not confider it in a rc- 
l^jious point of light. For can any man, who 

E 

dangerous on ar.y occafion to depart from the plain 
track of common fenife ; and there is no attempt at 
ina:cnuil> {o eafy as that which borders upon non- 
fenfc — It is one of the meanariifices of barren genius 
to furprife the audience with a text confiftin^ of one 
bx two words. I have heard or a pcrlon of this dc- 
fcriptiou, who preached from Jehovah Jiteh^ and a- 
nother,from tli2 rnonofyllabU But. Thefe are con- 
temptible devices, more adapt-jd to llic moving thea- 
trj: of t!ie mountebank xhzn ro -ic pulpit, andean on- 
ly R^rve to captiy?.te the nu iu- il: and muft ignorant of 
the vulgar.** Sermo-ns, IiilroJucl. p. 14, 15, 18— Mr. 
Claude- fi:.ys, *' Never choofe fuch texts as have not 
a comple.e fcnfe ; for only impertinent and ('ov\'.\<lv 
people v/\)] affcmpc to preac\\ fro'"tv o^t, o\ \"^^> N^ics^^'^ 
which Ognify n.Xhing/' Ejfwj on Com^ojit. of a Sttm. 
Vol. I p. J, 
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is not infanc deliberately adopt meaftircs of this 
kind, when really aiming, cither to produce or 
to promote, a devotional and heavenly temper in 
the hearts of his hearers ? Yc: that is the general 
end of preaching. Or can the preacher have 
any devotion, while fhowing the airs of a nnoun- 
tebank ; and when, if the bulk of his auditory 
had no more decency than himfelf, there would 
be a burft of laughter throughout the affembJy ? 
Whatever fuch dcclaimers may think, where 
there. is no folemnity, there is no devotion: and 
we may venture to add, that a perfon habitually 
deftitute of devotion in his own heart, while 
pretending t€ teach oth crs the dodtrine of Cbrift ; 
is a wretched charafter in the fight of God, and '] 
has rejifon to tremble. Such a man ferves not ' 
rur Lord Jcfus Chrift, but his own interefls, iR :i 
fomc form or other. He may wifh for popu- 
larity, ahd perhaps may obtain it from theigno*. 
rant multitude ; but people of fenfe and of piety ; 
will confider him as difgracing his uflkre^ as af- 
fronting their undcrflandingt, and as infulting | 
the majcfty of that Divine Prefencc iu wh ich he 
(lands. For where upon earth arcwc toexpeft- 
folemnity^ if not in the pulpit? There a maa: 
fhobld be fericDs and folemn as death. 

It may perhaps be faid ; ** This kind oftrif-'j 
*' line has its ufe. It is a mean of exoitino; cu- '' 
** ri<Titv, nnd of drawing many to hear the got ■ 
*' pel, who niighc not othrrwife havr the leaft ; 
«* indinarion io to da." Such, I prrfume, \i\ 
the chicfrcafcin by which preachers of this caft^ 
fodcuvour ff>ju(liiy thttrifc\ve%^i ^VvtVi^xv>Cthcir^ 
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•wn confcicnccs. In anfwfr to which, a repe- 
tition of chat capital fAyi^ng, My kingdom is nsi of 
ibis worlds might be fufficicnt : for that mud b« 
m wretched caufe^ even of a fccular kind, which 
needs buflF»>onery to fupport it. To trifle in the 
ftrvicc of God, is to be profane. Ic is, there- 
fore, ari impious kind of trifling \ zr\d Jhall we 
Jo evil tbatgopd may come ? — Through the inter- 
ference of Proridcnce, and the fovcreign grace 
of God, rarious ijiftances of enormous wickcd- 
nefs haveiifued in ihe higheft good to mankind. 
Of this we have undoubted evidence in the fell- 
ing of Jofeph by his envious brcthen. We have 
a ftill more ftrikin^g inftance in tiie death of 
Chrift, through thetreachery of Judas and ma- 
lice of the Jews. Nay, perfecut ion \\tLi frequent • 
fy been an occafion of fpreading the gofptl : yet 
few, I take ic for granted, have perfccuted for 
that end, or atremptcd tojuftify the practice u-p- 
oa that principle. Were the farcical. condu A, 
here ceniured, laviful, there w .ukl be reafon to 
think that the caufe of Chrift, and the intcrefts of 
harlequin, are very nearly allied ; becaufe the 
fame kind of means is adapted to promote 
them. 

The Seraphim, however in Ifaiah's viGon, and 
tht Apoftlrs of Chrift:, appear to have had a y^t- 
ry different view of the cafe. The former (who 
feem to be an emblem of apoftolic miniiters*,) 
are prefented to notice, as performing the fcr- 
vice of their Sublime Sovereign ^^ith profound- 

• Vid. Viiriniam in he. 
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eft awe. Struck with the majcfty of hisappcar^.. 
ancr, and penetrated by the authority of his 
commands they adore and obey with all humil- 
ity, and with all folcmnity. Agreeably to which, 
the latter give it as divine law, that thofe who 
would perform acceptable worfhip, muft do it 
with reverence und godly, fear. This law of devo- 
tion they furchcr inform ui, is founded in the 
natuc of things 5 as appears by the renfon afljgn- 
ed to enforce the precept, For our God is a con- 
suming FIRE, Such is the Chriftian'i God^ 
v.'ith regard to his parity, his jeaioufy, and his 
jafticc*. 

Conformable to this idea of that Sublime Be- 
ing whom every preacher profcflTcs to fcrve, was 
the conduft of Paul whendifpenfing the gofpcl. 
For in oppofition tofomc who handled the word 
$f God deceitfully^ to amufe the carnal and win 
their afFeftions 5 he laboured, by manifejfation $f 
the truth i to commend him/elf to every mart's con-- 
Jdence^ 2$ in tbejigbt of God, Truth, confcience, 
and God ! What facred and folemn ideas ! Yet 
Paul, as a preacher, habitually afted under their 
influence. That evangelical truth might bedif- 
played, that the human confcience might be im-V 
prefled, and that the will of God might be per- 
formed, were all included in his dtfien. How 
foreign arc thefc particulars from every thing of 
a farcical nature ! Nor can any [>erfon who con-)' 
fidcrs himfelf, when preaching the word, as ha-* " 
ving eternal truth for the fuhjt<fl of his difcourfc,^' 

*HeIi. xii, aS, t<j. Ceut Iv. a4tx. 3. 
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the confcicnccs of men for the obje!ls of h-$ re- 
gard, and the onnDiftJ^nt God U i a wirmr^of 
his conduA, be orherwifr than folcTin : r)r \'\uh 
an one will fpeak at knowing that he mufl givi 
MH accotait, — When heari ig a minifter wh ^ icki 
in charadcr, and copies the rxa n^)le of Paul, if e 
are led to reflrft on th^t ancient oracle; I wilt 
h€ fanSified tn tbem that come nigh mf^ to {>erfviriTi 
facrcct rrrvicc. But when Tucing under the cf- 
fufions of a pulpit buffoon, the language of an 
Ejzvptian tvrant occurs ro rcmeinbrance ; tVb0 
u Jibovab, that I Jhould obey bim ? or what is his 
worfli^p, that I fhouid treat it with reverence ?" 

When a lermon was expefted from Peter, by 
Cornelius and his friends, the cenrunon expreff- 
cd himfelf thu^; /» are all here frefent befovi 
God^ to bear all things that are commanded thee of 
God, Thefe Gentiles, ic is manifcft, were pene- 
trated with devout (blemnicy, and filled with 
holy expcftaiion. Not being aflemblcd for 
carnal ainufement, but in order to know and 
perform the will of God j they confidered them- 
felves as in the Divine Prefence : and fo did their 
rnfpired teacher. A worthy example for us to 
follow, when convened to preach and to hear 
the word of truth. But how contrary t« this is 
that pulpit drollery, which is the objeftofour 
ccnfurc ! For it converts the folemn fervice of 
God ((hocking metamorphofis!) into carnal a- 
mufemcnr, upon which numbers indeed attend 
with pleafure, but with no more devotion than if 
they were i^i a playhoufe. 
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U there any reaC>n to be furpriOd thir men of 
fcnfe^ whi> arc already prejudiced againft the ge- 
nuine gofpel, Ibould have their difufFcft ion toe- 
vangeJical truths increafcd, when they find theft 
trmhs avowed, and their innponancc loudly ur- 
ged, by merry Andrews ? If, inftcad o( found 
Jpeecb^ vfhUb cannot hi condcmnedy they meet with 
extravagance and ndnfcnfe, what will they fay? 
Is there any reafon to wonder, that Infidels 
ihould thence take occafion to rcdiculc the 
-Scripture, as calculated to ftrve the m«fancft 
purpofesi or that they (hnuld conrcmptuoufly 
call prczch'iDg prie/lcraff ? If thofc who profelV 
to love revealed truths drcfs them in a fool's 
coat, for the entertainment of their hearers, will 
Deifts forbear to laugh? If, uhcrc the man of 
Gp^ (hould be heard, ?/ith all iblemity warning 
finners to fiee from the wrath to cane, and intreat- 
ing them to be reconciled to God i a f-Jicical droll 
appear, fpouting* low wit and pijvokm;^ rcfibi- 
lity, will the infidel fay; ** The preacher him-, 
*'felf does not believe the Chriftian miniflrv'tO' 
*• be a divine appointment, nQr the txercifc of 
*^ it a devotional fcrvce j but he finds it convc- 
*' nient for fecuhr purpofes lo miike prjeten- 
CCS of that kind ?'*— ^Arnong all the devicet;, 
of carnal policy for the fupport and enlarecment 
of our Lord's kingdom, there arc none more con- 
temptible, and few more rieteftable,. than of con- 
verting the pulpit into a ftage of entertainment*. 
Of this m.-nd was an old Nonconfonuift minif- 
tcr, when he faid 5 *' Q^ 'aX^ V^tr^Ocvxtv^ \tv \\3*, ' 
J^ world I hate th« m>&, vi\i\cYv \i^^ ;i v^^t.v«\ ^ 
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•^^ to make the h^rarers laaghj or to afFt^ft thrir 
"minds wiih fuch leviiy as ilage-pUys do in- 
** ftcad of aftl'ftno thorn fnrh an holy reverence 
" for th^^ nimc of God. We Ih ..uid fup;.ofe, at. 
'^ it were, wbtn we draw near him in hoJy things*. 
*^ that we fa w the throne of God, and theiriillions 
** of glorious angels attending him 5 that we 
" may be awed with his majefty, left we profane 
" his fervice, and take his name in vain."— — - 
To the palpic harlequin we may therefore appJjr 
the following lines i 

" If angels tren^ble, *tis at fuch a fight 2 

** More ftruck v/ith grief, or wonder, who cantcU.^** 

Tbe kingdom of Ch iji is not of ibis world, 
in regard to the laws hy which it is governed. S<^- 
^ular kingdoms are under the direAion of hu- 
man Lws, which arc frequently weak> partial,, 
and urijull — of laws which^ when leaft imperfedl, 
extend their obliging power no further than the 
cxrerior behaviour ; for it would be vain and 
foolilh in a temporal fovyeign, to think of giv- 
ing law to the tho.ughts^ ordcfircs, of any fub- 
jcft. Civ.l penalties arc the f*nft;on of human 
laws, and external force gives them their ener- 
gy.-— .^Not fo the laws of this holy empire. 
For, proceeding from Him, in whom are alltht^ 
ireafures of knowledge^ they muft be confumateljr 
wife : I'cing enadcd by Him who is inflexibly 
juft and lu{ remely kind, they cannot but be 
ptrfcStly flood : being g\vet\\i>}\v\vc\^\\.^^^'«^^ 

€s the hcskvi and i% Lord oi c^u^c\<tvv^c^.\icw<\\^5i^ 
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Irgation extendi to the latrn^ dcfire, and the fi- 
fing conception* Conrrou^ing the thoughis 
and bindinc theconfcicncr, thrir fanftion is en- 
tircly fpiritual. The mntivci enforcing obcdi- ■ 
cnce CO them arc the f(T>iles, «)r the frowni, of 
H.m who has oiir eveJalling HI at his difpofal. 

As ^s the kingdom, fuch is the fovercign ; 
tnd as the forrrcign, fiich are his Islv/i, If ikc 
k!nj.idom be of this wo^ld^ it mufl hive a polit- 
ical fovrrcign ; whole laws muft be corrcive, 
and confined to rxterior behaviour. But f the 
kini?.dom be of a fpiritual kind, the fovcreign 
muft be fo too. His laws muft extend no lefir 
to the confcience, than to the converfaton, and 
be enforced by finftions of a fpintual nature*. 
Such is the King Mcifiah, and fuch are the lawtr ~ 
of his kingdom. 

The fubjeds of our divine Sovereign may b# 
confidcred, cithrr as drtachrd individuals, or as 
united in diftjnft fiicieties, and vifibly profcffing^ 
their fubjcftion to his authont?. Hence the ex^ 
ecution of ihofe Iaw> by which they ate gover- 
ned, cotnes under a tW4)f(ild confideration. As 
detached individually the application of his laws 
to parti' ular cafes, is«-ntirclv wuh him andwirh 
the confcience of ea< h individual. As united in 
dfjiinff /octettes, which are calird p<iruv ular 
church-s, hi laws of admilTion, of worfhip and 
of cxclufiun, arc to be appheJ bv the con)muni- 
ty applied, nor under the influence of carnat 

motives, but under the operation of his autho^ 
ticy, and fnr purpofes enuieX^ t\i\T'\\ii\, 

-ff/ cAc Uws^ of this kvi^^dam, ^ cxt^vxi^ ^ijppt 
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fcflion of repentance and faith 's requ'red of all, 
previous to bapcifrn. Such profrlfion being 
confidcrcd as an evidence of their fcllowjkip /« 
the gofpely and of >^illing fuljcflion tc the auiho- 
rity of Chi ift, they are cntided to membcrfliip 
in a particular church. On this ground thcjr 
are admitted : nor do they forfeit their mem- 
bcrfhipi except by fome capital departure fronn 
that gofpcl, or fome flagrant ofPnce agaii.ft this 
authority. . But as, by the laws of our hea^ . 
venly Sovereiy;n, rhrir admifiion to vifi'^le fel- 
lowfhip was entirely for fpiritual purpofcs, their 
cxclufion fronn it does not i.ncludc teinporil dif- 
advantages. Their fitusLion as nicn and as the 
fubjcfts of a political (late, not being altered 
by their church-rcrlation commencing j they 
ihould not be ifFcdted, in thole refpcds, by the 
dilTolutinn of that reflation. For as the laws of 
Chrift (^y nothing about the admiflion of cnc 
or another, on account of his domi (lie or civil 
connedionsi nor yet for his wealth or influence*,, 
his parts of learning ; fo they are equally filenc 
about pecuniary fines and fatisfaclory penances, 
about civil difabilitirs and corporeal puniniments 
attending the exclufion of any offender. The 
former being quite foreign to qualifications for 
a fpiritual kingdom, the ktter mull be utterly 
. abhorrent from the laws by which it is gov- 
erned; being rnanifcftly the inventions ofAn* 
tichrid, and the fupportcrs of his cruel throne.. 
Civil penalties, in this cafe, are adapted to ge- 
nerate (cdT^ and promote h>f\>oct'\VN ', \.c^ ^v^^^^^x^^x 
tjsuth^ and render ChtiftumxY \vk\l ^'v^x^x^'^^ 
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Hence wc perceive anothrrdifparity betwee» 
the Jcwilh and the Chriftian church. For un- 
der the Old Occonomv, the la^s o^ religion 
ifvcre fanflificd bv temporal politics^ and frequent- 
ly thofe of tire fcvcrclt kind*. To be caft out 
of the congregation, to be forbidden accefs to 
the fanduiry worihip, (except fpr ceremonial 
pollution) was to be deprived, not only ofec«^ 
clefiaftical privileges, but alio of civil rights. 
The church and tile ftnte bein^g co-extended, 
and including the fame perfons, an exclufion 
from the former was an cxpulfion from the lat- 
ter J whether it was by a fentencc of capital 
puni(hmcnt, or in fome other wav. Bat thiiy 
like many other things, was peculiar to that 
Diipenfation. It was founded in the National 
form of their church-ftate, and in their Theoc- 
Facy. Thence it was that blafphemy and idol- 
atry were punifbcd with death, as being high- 
treafon againft their divine Sovereign. That 
Oeronomy being abolifhtrd, the church of God* 
has taken a new form, l^hepriiftbood bting cbau* 
gedi then is Qfnccefftty a change alfo of ibe law- re- 
lating to the conftitution, members and gov- 
ernment of the church. The laws ofadmiflion, 
and of exdufion^mutt therefore be very different j 
as well as thofe pertaining to pubLc wor(hip» 
Now to underftaod thefc laws, wc muft ftqdy 
^ not the Pentateuch of Mofes ; much left- 

•Sec Exod. xii. 53, 19. xxx. 33, t%. xxxi. 14, 
hcv. vii 20 — 27. xvit. 3 — 9. xix. 8. xxifi. 27, 28, 29^ 
Numb. IX. 13. XV. 30, jv. x\x. \\ vivOcLm-wi^ otbift- 
Umildr plsLCC6» 
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the ProvinciaU of I yndwood, or xht Codex o{ 
Gibson, ^ ut tht New Tcftamrnr of Jclus 

Chrift. To rcafon rrom ihc conflicution and 
form, the bws and govcrnncnt, rbc privilri.ci 
and ritrt ofiHc Jcwifli, ro ihofc the chridian 
church ; is to a^lopt a capital principle of Papal 
depravity, and ^j^rofsly to corrupt our holy re- 
ligVon. 

Our divine Sovereign has alfo provided for 
the edification of hi? loyal fuhijrfts, by ordinan- 
ces and rites of worfliip, no Icfs than for the 
government of his kingd m. As King of the 
ChriOian church, it conftitutes a diibnguifhed 
part of his roval prerogative, to prtfcnbc the 
whole of that fpintual fervKre >vhich is to be 
performed. Of this prerogative Jehovah was al- 
ways jealous : nor, under the former Oeconomy, 
did he ever more inftantly, or more fevereljr 
punifh, than when his orders about the affairs 
of religion were difregarded i even thou§:h, as in 
the cafe of Uzzah, the motivr appeared Uuda- 
ble. ■ What is religion, in ifs various brafn- 
ches^ but that obedience, which is due to Godf 
And what is obedience, but fubmifTion to his au- 
thority ? Now, as authority exerts itfcif in com- 
mands, thrrr cannot be obedience, there cannot 
"be holy w(»rihp, where there is no divine com- 
mand, either ex» licit or impHcir, fVkokathri^ 
quhed this At your hands ? In vain do ye worfhip 
me, ted hing for doU fines the commandme^Js of men 
— tXMudr ari'il concicmix a ^te^x v.^^^x^X^v\ v^. 
thin^$y which miliinns eftetttv otw^.'^^^'^'^ ^^^ 
wfauj in the worfhip of God* 
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Strangf, that any Pfotcffant church (KouTd 
avowedly claim a <* power to decree rites orcc* 
" rcmonits" in the foleinn fervice of our Lord! 
As if he were niu ihf legiflator in his own king- 
donn! Or as if, though pofl^tffcd of authority, he 
had not wifdom enough to provide for his own ' 
honor ; or weredrfc<5tivc in yoodnefs, refprfting^ 
his faithful fuljefts ! But <vh.u ever the compi- 
lers and the fubicribcrs cf a Nt'ional Creed nfiav 
think, to perform rites which Chrill did not ap- 
point, and to alter thofe which he enjoined, are 
vile impeachmeius of his royal charafter, and 
muft expofc to his refcntment. The former u- ' 
furps his throne : the latter annuls his laws.---4 ' 
Strange^ did I fay ? the cxprcflion muft be re* 
called. For there is no rcafon to wonder that t 
National religious eftablilhmcnr, with a politic 
cal fovereign for its^ head, Ihould make the 
elaim"! have juft mentioned. Who can doubt 
whether ihfe fame authority which conftituteSi 
governs, and fupports a community for any par- 
ticular purpofe, may not prefcribe to that com-^ ^■ 
muniiy with a view to the end inttfnded by it? 
But things fhould not be called by wrong V 
names j and to denominate fuch an enablifti-'*^, 
ment a church cf Cbrijiy 'S a grofs ngifnomer. • ' 
7hi khigdvm of Chifi is not like the empires of ' 
ibis worldy in regard so external fplendor. The ' 
grandeur of a temporal kin?.doai chiefly can- 
fills, in the nunrber and affiuence of its nobili- ' 
cy, rhc r/fl-s and pompow^ ?.r,pt^T;>.K\ct, ^1 us va- •■ 
rious man i i\ rates, the ftov.nOfUAv,'^ -a^^c v^K \x^U'iL^^'. 
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ft 

XikC elegance of its public buildings. MagniH- 
<:cnt palaces and royal robes are quite in charac- 
ter farfccular princes. Enfigi^s of honor fplen- 
did equipages, and lately manfions, arc fuita- 
ble toihe nobles : while a nriore folcnin kind of 
rKicnor pomp is very becoming the miniflersof 
public juftice. Thffc and fimilar things give 
an air of dignity, and of innporranre, to poiiti- 
c al fovereignties : but they are all foreign to the 
kingdom ofChrift, the glory of which is entire- 
ly fpiri ual. — ^Thc Cbriftian Church is dignified 
and adorntd, by bring the depofitary of divine 
truth in its unadultrrated ftate, and by praftif- 
in.g divine •ppoiniments in their primitive pu- 
rity i by poffr (Trig the beaucirs of holinefsj and 
by erjoying the i-refence of God. Such is the 
true glory of our Lord's kingdom, which ren- 
ders :t incomparably fuperior to every temporal 
monarchy. 

It mufl therefore be very abfurd to think of 
doing honor co Chriftianity, by erefting^eiw- 
fcus placa of worfl-jip, by cony f era ting the /ft pla- 
ces, and by adorning v^'ith Jhowy vejimtnts^ in 
the prrfc.r.naiCi of ) ublic v,or(hip. Let the 
pi?larts of prinres, and iht-m: r.fiors of the migh« 
ly^ be magnificent atvd richiy ornamented; let 
the n< bics ?nd judf;»rs ofihr land, when a<5ling 
agrccubly to thnr difFtrrnt < haradters, appear in 
x^Mc^. c»f ilare and i'l robrs <'f ma^iftracv ; as 
thoie things bticng to the kingdoms cf tits 



w^fld, ror prcrtrd to any thii-^ \x\o\t^vVv^\^\'k 

jjothing .imii's, nochiny. inccnt\\ 
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or profcflron. But confine them there, and*bf 
no means chink of dccoraring the kingdom, or 
. of promoting the caufc of Chrift by any thing 
fimiUr. Were any man to lacktr gt Id, and 
paint rhe diamond, to incre.ifc their luftre, he 
would certainly be confidered as infant. Yet 
the conduft cf thof\! perfonsis moreabfurd, wh© 
borrow the trappings of ftcular kingdoms, toa^ 
dorn the fpiritiial kin^>dom of Jcfus Chri/f. 

As 10 places of worjhipy convfnitncy isaitthat 
15 wanttd,and ail that becomes the fimplicity of 
Ghriftianirv'. Tolay thcfi.ft ftone offych ».n 
edifice with foJemn formalitcs, is Jcwilh*: to 
dedicate it, ^hcn completed, to any partirnlar 
faint, is manifcftly fopttftitious : to tonfecriato 
it by any folemn form, looks as if it furceeried 
to the honors of Solomon's temple; a5 if the 
Driiy wtre rxpefled to r(fide in it, rather than 
grant his preftncc to the conj^rtgation wor(hipi-' 
p»ngthrre; and as if it were to.pofTefsa rela- 
tive holinefs, like that of the ancient fanduary* 
I may venture to add, that arv religious pa- 
r.deat the firft opening of fuch a place, is ap- 
parently inconfifltnc wirh the idea of all dif- 
t nflion of places, in regard to worfhip, being I 
abi^l Ihed, and too mucli refi^mblcs a Jewifh or j 
a Popifh confccrationj. , 

*E2;ra ill. lo, II. 

/ 7 V ill here Tubjoin ^ fevj ^^^^^^^^l^fs mentioned :j 
by Mr. James CV^r, it\auve \o Cov\^^c\^v\^t\'Ss^ tfe 
Ihc\M^, that ihe IlVaeU^cs dcdk^iX^e^ yv^x w\>^ \\v^\V 
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In regard to minijlers^ when attending to a.- 
Ky branch of their holy fundlion, let them nac 
thiniC of hcighcrning their o*vn imporcan<:e, or 
of promoting thecauleof Chritt, by imiiating 
Jewilh or pagan pricih, adoirfttd with peculiar 
babies^ when performing their different riles. 

attd their cuiey. (Dcut. xx. 5. Pfalm xxx. title. Ne- 

bem. xii. 27 ): That the Jewilh fynagogues were 

not confecrated, nor efteemcd holy, as the temple was 

That the confecraticJti of places for Chrittian 

•worihip was inveattd iu ti.e time ot Confianiint^ ■■» 
That Chriftians had not long been i n poileffion of 
confecrated temples, before they thought it expedient 
to furnifh them with altars ; and being providei wit^ 
ftltars, they afterwards inYtntt'd the facrifiee of the 

rnafs That the Papids, like the old Pagan Ro- 

rnans, firft confecratc the ground, and then the edifice 
erefted upon it — That Durandut argues for the con- 
.fbc'ration of churches, troni the example of Ntbu- 

chadnezzar- dedicating his goklcn wixage .That 

iRoman Catholics confecnite, with variDus fbrmalhics, 
the firft founclcition ftcMie of a building intended ^'or 

public worfliip -That they confecratc hells prcifts- 

jgarmcnts, and almoft every thing belonginfi; to their 

corriipted worfhip T«)at though in England, fmce 

t^e Reformation, it does not appear that any Form 
for the confecratiny: of churches, & burying groundsj 
has received the faiidlionof public authority ; yet va« 
ifioiis Forms for thofe purpofes have been publiihed 

and ufed That the con fee rating bifliop bhffes thd 

churcji or chapel, and prays ** that the bleffed Spirit 
** would fend down on \\\t place his fan^ifyingp$wer 

** and grace'* That he conficrates the font, the 

pulpit, the reading-deflcy the communion table, the pa* 
ten, the chalice, and (o on. H»j2. of ConyJ^cTot* n»f <^- 
^ars,7i/iff/es,.and.CbHrchts^^-^S^SS!i^ 



»i 



64 ESSAYONTHE 

If Chriftian miniflcrs be clccrntlv clothed, ^hcn 
in their own families, when vifuing thgrir 
friends, or when walking the ftrtfets ; why 
fliould they no^'bc cor.fidered as properly ha- 
bited for the performances of their fucr.ed office ? 
What reafon can be aflfigned for the ufe of any 
perticular drefs, when engaged in public fervice, 
that would not militate againft the fpiritualicy j 
of our Lord's ki.ngdcm, and the fnnpliciiy of ; 
hjs worfhip ? 

Ic may, p^rhaps, be fai.l ; ** Clerical habiti .' 
•* arc indifferent and harmless things, except f 
** when they are impofcd." liuc if fi>, the ide<i | 
of impofition being excluded, the canonical , 
drefs of a Popifh prieft, the red hat of a cardinal, ' 
and the triple crown of a pontiff, miy all be * 
jurtifird : for, in thea.felvcs, they are equally .j 
hiirmlefb as the gown, the l'urplice,.o! tlic hand.. ' 
Innorcnr, however, as all chcle peculiariiirs ar«%. \ 
di-tached from the raininerial chara:^ler, and - 
from holy worfhip ; t!)e nafon or motive of wear- : 
inte them in f;crcd (Vrviire, mav br carnal, bale,, 
and finful. In lome, there is too murh ground 
of fufpicion, a drfire of be»n>» eftrcmed by the 
vulgar, either as pf rfons of learning, or as c- 
p'fcopally ordained, when ihcy are not lb, and, 
in others, a luft «if increafmg their Itarned and 
prieftiv imjorra.nce, ae the latent re^fons of 
wearing th ift idle badj^^s of clerical diitindion. 
But w:^ea illiterate men affume the g'fb of , 
Jearn n.r» their vanity is contemptible : w!vca'ki| 
they Mfei i, by fo <Ao\ug^ \o oV^tax^ v^t^x. Kt^^k 
/pe^dt froiXi Che igaoraat, oi >N:tv\c\v vV^ V^^^'^^; 
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thpmfclvcs unworthy, their praftical falfthood 
is dcccftablr: and when any mJFiiftcr thinks of 
magnifying his offic c, by pompofity in the pul- 
pit, he betrays his ignorance relating to the 
nature of that kingdom in which he profefles to 
be an officer. ■ Do the laws of this holy em- 
pire forbid the fubjc^ls to afFcdt ihining and 
coftly apparel, as not becoming thofc whopro- 
fejs yidlinejs* \ and will not the principle of 
that prohibition apply with increafing force to 
the cafe before as? Is it inronfillcnt with that 
fpiritua) mindednefs, of which every avowed 
difcipleof Chrift makes an implicit profeflion, 
.to be fond of a (howy drefs in the interC'>urfcs 
cif common life; and can i^ be fuitable to the 
limplicity of Chriftian worfhip, to the charact- 
er of its Lord, or to the example of his Ap^-'f- 
ties, for miniiiers to make a m re grand ap- 
pearance, and take »nore ftaie upon them, when 
perform" n<> rhrir folemn fervice, than at anv o- 
ihcr time ? Let thofc who und^jftand the Qurf- 
tian fyftem, and are heavenly minded, fomYttc 
derfTmination. . 

Jtmuit indeed be acknoy;led!Q[ed, that the an- 
eicnt people nfGoJ haJ a fpli-nriid fanctuary, 
and afumptuous temple, that the Jrwifn priefts, 
when p'-rf >rming facrcd fervice, appeared in ho- 
ly garm^rnrsj and \.\m the high prscft, on cer- 
tain oci afions, was richly a lorned, in a man- 
iKr peculiar to his office. Bjt th;^n it isplain, 
that thofe things were eXj)rcrsly appointed by 

F 2 
*i Tim. H. 9, 10, iVvi\. \\\* ^> V 
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Jehovah ; that the difpenfation to which the7 
belonged was of a typical nature ; that they were 
fuiced to the church .whtlc^ in a flate 
of minority ; that th** whole Jewilh nation was 
then the vifiblc church ; that Jrhov?,h >fras not 
only the G^id^ but alfo the King of that nation ;; 
that the ancient fdnAuary was a paUce» where 
political royalty* refided*, as well as^ a- trnr»plp, 
where Deity was adored ; and.ihjt the pricfls. 
were officers in the (late, as well as miniflers of 
religion. To fuch a polirico-ec cltPafticalking- 
dom the fplcndor of the fanfluary, and the dreft 
oftheprieftsj were manifeftly adapted. Henoc 
the tai)crnacle ^s called a worldly fmSuary^ and 
the rites performed there eltnunts of the worlds . 
To thefe, the heavenly fanduary, into which our 
Great High prieft is entered, a/.d the Ipiritual 
worlbip of the Chriltian churchy ftand oppofed, 
—-It fhould not be forgotten, that though the 
Son of God, when difplaying his glory as King 
of the Jewifli ftate, took up his abode in the 
fanfluary, as in a royal piilace ; yet, when ks 
came hto his own country || > as Kmg of the Gof- 
pel Chvirch, he had not wbere to lay bh bead* 

What, then, hive the fplcndor, the laws, or 
the rites of Judaifnn, to do in the NewOcCon- 
OiYiV ; except we nrjcan ^o convirrc the Chriftian 
Church into the Jewifli temple? Grandeur an«d 
Ihow; whether as peru'ning to pldwds of wor- 



•Matt. V35.t Htb. »x I. Gal. 43,9 Col. 5i. &, 20. -1 



i Job. i. II. S^t Dx. D:J(Jr:4c^e\Ti\Q^ 
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ftip, or to minift' rsof the wird> arcabhorrrnC 

-Irom the Uofj)^! Diipciil: tion :• nor, under the 
prtfent c.tcuiKunv, h-ivcihry anv oihrr trndrn^ 

-cy, than ro granfy that ptidr Trum uh'chthcy 
originate, and to glvr ihr kingdom of Chr:ft a 

-frcular- appcarancr. — The New Oi-conomy be- 

-nig intended for all natio. s and all fuccerding 
«grs, isequailv fiittd fr the rich and the poor: 
HOT dot^ic make any diftindtion, in regard to 

. places, where its wurfliip fhc uld be p< rfiroied. 

-That God be adond in pirit and in truths ac- 
cording to h s ov n ru^e, i&ail It requires uf one 
coftgreearion or of another. It d»fdains, there- 
fore, to borrow any part of its glory, from tht 
gr.ind.ur of an edifice, or from.thc garb of a 
niinifter. Thouf^h far from fijppofing ruflicirv, . 
illiteratry, and meannefs, to br charafltr ftirsof 

. a Gofpel chore h ; yet I may venture to affcrt, 
that an aflca^oly of orinces in a ^jkiidil cathe- 
dral, W'ith an arcKprelate appeariohi in canonical 
pomp, may infult the Divine Mijrftv, and be 
utterly unwonh-y the name of a chu chj while 
aconoregafionofday-labourrrs, with an illite- 
rate minifter in the meant It habit, convened in 
a barn, may be a fp'ritual temple, erjoy the 

. E)i>Mne Prrfcnce, and perftirm tl e Chriftian 
worfhip in ail its glory.— -It has been well ob- 
ftrved, by a certain aurhor^rhat •* the prefence 
•«ofGod confers dignity ard importance;" 
hot that^* he can receive n<^nt from rr rated, nwiah 
«< lefs from artificial p mp and magnificencr/* 
To which I will add, in the words of Of » Onitu \ 

'* J/ (Ac whok lUuftuu ^i^fe!^ vjccw^^v^^'^'Sv 
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" its beautiful fcrviccs, were now in bcins; on tltt 
'^tarrhjno glory wou d redountt u iro God theriS- 
*' by he would receive none fronn ir. To expeft 
" the glorv of God in thenri, would be an high 
difhonor unto him*.'* 

If fecuiar grtndrur, however, nnuft needs at- 
tend the religion of H m ^ho was born in a fta- 
ble, and lived in pnvprtv, who received theac« 
€laniations of royalty, when riding upon an afii 
and ^uiikly aftr r expired on a croft ; - if I /ij, 
nmuft appear in the wor(hip of any who pretend 
to follow the Fiihermen oT Galilee, thofe prime 
iKinifter* in the Mcffiah's kingdom, let it be 
confifcied to fuch as avi)W themielves members • 
of a National eftablifliment. For, with regard ' 
tt) thofc who maintain that particular churches- 
are Congregational, confiding of fuch as make 
a cred ble proftffion of repentance and faith j^ 
pomp and (how in the worfhipof God are quite 
unbecoming their principles. Yes, let thofc 
monopolize the fplendor in queftion, who cqn- 
fixier the church and Hate as of equal dimen/* 
fions; who ai knowledge a vifiblc head of polit* 
)tA\ rovaliy ; and who muft fearch, not the New 
Tcftament, hut a code of Canons and Conftitu- 
Dions larger than the whole Biblcj-, if they wouM^i 

■ 

♦ On the Per/on of Chrijif p. 254, 355. 

•t Rcferingr to Gibfon^s Codex. " When/* fays Sir ' 

Jhichffl Forfier^ ** Chrlftianity became the eftabliihcd 

** religion of the empire, and chiirch and ftate bc- 

*'cam<i one body, coni'ideted owl^ m different views 

^' ^nd under diflfercat r«\aU0tt^-\ \\)a ^tdi^^\^V\cii. 
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know on ^hac foundations their ecclefiaftical 
fabric (lands, and by what laws it is governed. 
The National fornn of the Jewifh church being 
their model, and a temporal monarch being 
their head, why (hould not they havemagnifi- 
Teric cathedrals, and confecrate them like Jew- 
iKh tcmp^les ? Why (hnu'd not ancient Judaifm 
be in^iitated in thcfe particulars, as well as ino* 
' thcr thinps? As the head of the Englilh Church 
is adorned ^ith royal robes ; as the principFc 
officers in ir arc appointed bv htm, and are Lorfs 
in the Irgiftaturc ; and ws it is tftablifhed by the 
Taws of the ftare, who (hall forbid the various 
orders of us minifters being adorned with 
founding titles, and with pompous canonicals ? 
There is no reafon to wondrr that, in fuch a 
cor.ftitur^on Scfijch a politv, almoftrvery thing 
Ihould wear a ft'cular appearance. Fi>r, |^oIiti- 
cal authority pervading the v;hl»]e ecclefiaftical 
frame, ft v^ould be inconfiftent ^ith itfelf if its 
v^ifriou, parrs had nor an air of external gran- 
deur. As a kingdom of this world, it is re- 
Ij^fftdble; but it (hiuld not pretend to any 
thing m re. 

B'it,.howt-Vf'r it may be with a National fftab- 
liftimcnt, let not Piotrftant D'fTenters behave 
as 'f they envied, either i:s magnificence, or 
its cmcilum«-nf$,. No : let nor th >le who con- 
fiu'er the Church and. the World as oppofite i- 

** ancj civil laws of the empire flowed fronn one and 
*< the fd'jw f »fircr» imtfnai re/ci{)t$>^ ExawXnt. ^f 



r' 



yjo ESSAY ON THE , 

deas ; who maintain, that Chrift only is the 
head of Chriftian conamunicies ; and that the 
New TcftamcDt contains the whole of their CjC- 
clefiaftical polity, be defirous of external gran- 
deur in &ny thing pertaining to public worlhip^ ^ 
lelt they praftically. deny their own principles^ 
& implicitly reproach primitive Chriftianicy for 
being roofimple and too fpTiiual. It 'S frequent- 
ly mucheaficr for people, and much more deli- 
red by them> to affrmble in an elegant edifice, 
and for their minifter to appear in canonical 
faihion ; than to perform a fpirituil wcrlhipj 
and to (hine in the beauties of holincfs. The ; 
fplendor of a place for afTembling, and the pa« ! 
geantry of clfiical drefs, are procured by mon- '■ 
cy i but the graces of real fandity, and internal 
dtvotion, are of heavenly origin : nor is the ex- 
ccrcifc of them to be expeftcd, unlefs by thoii 
who are habitLviliy aiming at it.-— —I will add, 
.whatever kind of fucccflion to the Apoftles majr 
be claimed by dioccfan bifhops*, yet let not 
Protefta-ii Diffcnting minifters implicitly arro- 
gate an apoftolic million, powers, and authorij- . 
tv, by calling' themfelvcs ambassadors (jTCArji^. 
For ch::t cliaracler, it is plain, belonged to the 
.firll-r-iic mcflrngers of our divine Sovereign, 
Or, if a:iv of thole who puhl»(h the pofpel of 
p-ace confiner a title of that high importance a|l^ 
quiie fuitiiblc* to the dignirv of cheir ecclcHaftif* 
cal (lation, their crcdcniijis mud be produced^ 

* S^e Or. 0'ven*s Naturt |f a Gnft.e{ -Cbuuk^ 
a:id its Government. ,p. 'j.j. 
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'fty this charaftcriftlcof our Lord's kingdom, 
artd by the gc^vcral nature of it, we are further 
. caught, th^xJifnpliciPf zwf^ Jpiritualiiy muft con- 
I* ftiiute the chief gl<»ry of that woifhipwhirh he 
requires— This forms another (Inking drfpariiy 
brtwrcn the Mcfliih's government and the an- 
cient Theocracy. — It has been obferved, by Dr. 
E'RSKiN, that" the refpcftpaid to God, under 
•*' the Old Teftament Difpcnfation, corre<pond- 
'^ ed to his charadlef as a temporal monarch ; and 
^» in a great meafurc confided in external pomp 
"and gaiety, dancing, inftrumental imufic, 
**^and other expreflions of joy ufual at corona- 
'^ tionsor triumphs. But the hour is now come, 
'•"inwhich the true worlluppers muft wnrfli?p 
^'^thcF'afher in fpirit and in tiuth ; not withex- 
•• terna) Ihow and peageantry*/' Yr$, nume- 
rous rites, and ceremonious pomp, were appoin- 
ted b\ Jehovah in the firft cftablilhment of the 
Jcwilh church : to which various additions were 
inade, by divine order, in thetime of Davidf. 
Thefe things were undoubtedly fuiied to the na- 
ture of That Difpenfation, and to the church of 
God^ while in altaceof minnrity4:« On worfhip, 
lb various in its branches, and To fplendid in ap- 
p'cara<ice, multitudes attendrd, and found a- 
nnufementin it, who vvcre in <hcir hearts difif- 
fefted to God. In hearing the temple mufict 
vocal and inftrumental, there ia no doubt but 
numbers of ungodly people were much delight* 

*TIfe§iogUal Dtjfertationty ^. fiq* \ \ C\aci?ev, ^\s • 
4m S> ^* « Chron. xxU. 0,5. v *2t2\. Vi- v — ^^- 
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^d. Such a concert, by prrfons trained to the 
cmploynncnc, and under the direftion of (kilfuL 
mifters, muft produce very pleafing cmotioni 
in the attending multitude : a great nuyority of 
whom, it is hit^hly probable, confidered their, 
fvftcm of worfhip as the bcft that could be ^p-^ 
pointed, it being fo ^rand and Co delightful; 

. But though that f. ftem was fined both to the 
people, and to the times j th ugh ic was ofgreac 
ucility, and arifwcred the purpofe of Jehovah, . 
under a ihadowy difpenfation j yri the New Tef- . 
tamcnt informs us, that its numerous rites wcrCi 
the mere ^/^/«/«/i of fpi ritual knowledge^ and of. 
holy worfhip. Nay, compared with appoint-.* 
mcnts an 1 fcrvices of the ChriRian chunh, thati 
they were beggarly el^rments and f^^»tf/ ordinaq-. 

cc^*. Why, then, Ihould any proft:flr*>r$ of, 

Chrifl'aniiy be fo fond of ceremonious pomp in. 
the worfhip of God ? Why fo attached to the, 
language and forms of Juda'fm, or jtraftife a ri* 
tual nearly akin to the ruhrit sof M fes ? Why' 
call ih^* holv fuj. per zjacrijiie, the Lord's labli , 
2in akar, and the adminiliraror a piejl ? Why 
have recouffeto the temple worfhip f*T mufical . 
intlruraepth, andforafrc of fins^rrs diftinft from.. 
thecon;^regi»tioaat lar-c? Why fliould refpon-' 
five fingin^, i^nd runes miTc fit for a theatre. 
than for the w(jrfliip of God, be beard in reli-* 
gious sfiV.nblitb? Whv, MJr.'jout an appoint-. 
mdf.t for ilrcrnattr fingif g, (hould one jran of the. 
con^rc^diuiu !i.r,cndvin att oi (ccial v%or/hip, 

* Gil, IV. 9. Vlv.\> \^^ \o> 
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while the oihrr caries it on ? To thefc and fimi* 
I'ar queries he anfwcr muft be ; Bccaufe things 
rf this nature amule and plcafc the carnal nnind, 
Becaufc the fimplicity and fpiritualiiy of New 
Ttftament worlhip l\avt: no charms for themuU 
tiitide— — And becaufc the generality love to 
perfornr^ fomething called religious wprjhipi in a 
Wiy of their own devifing. To fave appearan- 
ces, hoi^ever, as many things in the Jewilh ri- 
tual were pretty well adapted to pleafc the car- 
nally minded, they will be contented with hav- 
ing the Chriltian worfliip reformed, in various 
particulars, according to the ancient mode], as 

fcbrnplcced in the time of David. Who, that 

enrcrs a fplendid edfice, where he behold* a 
minifter in his canonicals, and ireefs with In h 
entertaining worfli'p, c^n forbear co thjuk of the 
temple -TervJCe ? Such through a c<;urfe cifa^es, 
Kas been the [.redilcSion of multiiudes for an- 
cient Judaifm, that a number of its pcrnlur! ifs 
"H'hich where either honorable and prc-firable to 
the prirft.^, or ami fing ar.d pleufing to the peo- 
ple, h^v*- been incnrporatrd wiih Chriftianity, 
notwi hftanding the mifchiifs produied by fim- 
ilVr condiidf in the apoflolic churches. 
- I faid [Jonerable and p^ofitab'e to the priefts-— 
Amufing and pUafing to the people. But here 
they (top ; fof thofc branches of Judaifin that 
were of a different kind, are treated as entirely 
obr)lere. So, for inllance, though numbers of 
Chriftian minifters are fond cnf)ugh of prieftly 
vviliiilencs, and of tiches, jure divitio ; vet they 
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are not al wa\ s inclined ro wajh their feet before 
they perform facrcd ftrvice*i A^uch lefs to per- 
form it haref9Ct'\ As to the people, though 

multitudes of^hem are greatly delighted with 
pompous appearances and mufical founds, they 
«rc far from being in raptures with cfrcumcifion. 
For iTOtwitbftanding that Ahrahamic rite reraiii* 
ed its obligation and utility, as Jong as any Jew- 
ifli cercmoney did ; and though, in aportoVic 
times, judaizing Chriflians had ifac higheft o- 
pinion of lis importance ; yet, like the ancient 
baptifmal imm^rrfion, it is now^onfidcred as too 
painful and too indelicacc for poliftied perfons 

to regijrd,.- Thus the worfliip of the New 

•Oeconorriy is become a compound, unknown 
to theBibh% of Judaifm and Chriftianity : and 
it is treated by too many miniftcrs, as a trade, 
not a divine fervice j by numbers of.peopk, as 
an artii le of decent amuferocnt to the l.ord'j 
day, not as duty to God, and as a mean of pre- 
paring for heaven. ^' Men run to church, fays 
** Erasmus, as to a theatre, to have their eari 
^' ti(klfd:||." T:'be prophets propbefy falfely^ and 
the phjis bear rule by their means ^ and my people 
love to have it Jo : and what will ye do in the end 
tbereof?X 

But though the macni^cence of places in-- 

tended for public worQiip, the confccration of . 

■ 

♦ Exol XXX. ly— 21. t See Dr. LijghtfootV 
Temple Service f Chap. I and X. .and Dr. Gilloo' 
Exod. Hi, 5, 

If In I Cor. xW. 19. %1^1c.^••^'v• V A 
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tbofe places, canonical habits, and various a- 
mu(ing ceremonies arc now defendcd(if dcfrn- 
dcd at all by Scripture) on the ground t)f Ql J 
Teftament culloms ; yet we are taught by thit 
mbft refpedlable ecclrfiaftical hillorians, that 
they originated in a pervtrfc imitaiion of Pagan- 
ifm. Chriflians being rorroundtd with Hea- 
thens, of whole converfibn rhey v/ere dcdrous ; 
and the latter having been accuftomed in per- 
forming their idolatrous worfljip,to the external 
pomp of temples and of ceremonifSi Constan-* 
TEKX Esadi no i!:K>ner a!>jlifhed rhe ftspiirflttiQiJiO^ 
Ssiis .aiKiCvfictirs ihu% iina,^ii3ifi5:(!cr.s: p!!aors of xn^nsr- 
&ip were nr^^d^ si^'il (ri^;!&'ccr;£^d w'iiih j^CMS: 
^rr^c •: k Ibcsffig c:6):i9iBiIir!nrd ias uriLaarjf'u!!:, ftrrtipc 
ifl rairjwpT'dlijnaTy «:a&s f^ piTft^raaa any part of 
pwblic worlliip in ihem> prcvi'-iu^ to their con- 
lecTition. Heathens having;, ofcen reproached 
. Chriftianiry, for the povertv and fimplicity of 
its appcara'ice, the Chriftians of the fourih cen* 
tury adopted m.iny of the Pagan rites. Minif- 
ters of the word, for ex^mplr, when perform- 
ing their office, appeared in canonical habits, 
'and with prirftly pomp. Their newly ereftcd 
temples were confecrati?d, by finj^ing offuch 
hymns as were thought fujtable to the occafion, 
bv prayers, and by thankfgivings: Then, in the 
Eaftern chu ches, the refponfive fingmg of Da- 
vid's Pfalms was introduced ; precentors were 
appmnted, and lav^s wt-re framed by different 
. Councils to direft the fingers inpthe performance 
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of their fcrvictr* — Such was the origin of thofc 
^ gaudy appearances which, to anriufc the carnal 
mind, have fo long corrupted the worJhip of 
God, and fcculirizcd the kingdom of Chrift ! 
Fain man would le wife, and, in his great w^f- 
dom, thinks ii ncctffary to add a few ornaments 
and lupporis lo this heavenly empire, of wiiicK 
it was cntirelv deflitutc when the Apollles left 
the earth. This was thought expedient, in or- 
der to render the rclig!<*'n of Jefus a little n'lDre 
plcafini^, refptdai>lr, a:.d ed*-. Tying, tiian it was 
in lis native ftaie. But weil miy he-dc nand, 
iviih the sfpi-ft of iiiccnfed in«ijvft:y, IVba baih 
requited ibis nl jour band ? 

The kingdom of Cbrifl is not of this worlds in' 
refpeSi of its immuntiies^ ifs riibes, and its honors^ 
\V alih, titles, and au.hinty, are frequent) v 
c )nfered by fecular princes : but they are all 
external things. A patent of peerage, oralu- 
critivc office, givesno wifdoiTi to thcniind, na 
peace to the C);if icnce, n.i holinefs to the 
hearc. The ponreiT)r, notwithftanding his plen- 
tiful inconc and fplendid title, may be a fool^ 
a wretch, and a difgrace to the human fpccies* 
— — The highcft honors and the greatefl: emol- 
uments which the fubjcfts of an earthly kingdom 
can enj >y are ail of tfie n u iratisfa:t>ry : and,, 
therefore, the firft favourites of temporal princes 
are fomctimes the moft unhappy. Of this wc 
have a remarkable ia(lance in Ham^n, the 

* Vid. Spanhemii Hi/i. EccUf, ?»eevA.\N.^- V:,\ 
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prime favourire of Ahafueru*:, Great prlv- 

\lcgri an.l rXilrt-d honors are enjoytd bv coin- 
p^rarivcly vcrry f«iw fubjrfts (;f any temporal mo- 
narch ; the aature of the cafe forbidsjing thrm 
to brcome general, among the inhabitants of a- 
ny cou!ury. Dukfdjnns, ourqiufifrs, and 
grants fracn the crown, arc but (tldom bcttow- 
cil, how loval foevcr the fubjcrfts mav be, 
Befiies,, thofc diftinguilhed favors arc of (horc 
duration, andquite uncertain. 

Whereas, the iminun.cies, emoluments, and 
and honors of our L *rd's kingviom, are are all 
of them fpiritual and internjl. They are fuited 
to the ftatc of an enlightened mind, to the feel* 
inos of an awakened conibience, & ro iKc de- 
fires of a renewed heart. Pardon of all ftn, and 
complete acceptance with God j adoptioiti into, 
the heavenly family, and a title of futurcgjopvi, ■ - 
are lb\iieot the pr vileges and honors enjoyejn hy 
the fubjofts of this kingdom. B'efTmgs, thcfe, 
of infinite worth, becaufc of their fpiritu.d na- 
ture and immortal duration, N«;r are they con- 
fined to a few diftinguilhed favourites of our ce- 
Icflial Sovereign ; for they aw cahimon to all 
his real foWjcfts. Yes, thev are all enriched, 
and all enn.^blru, with rfgk/eoujfje/jy fcace^ and 
and joy in the Holy Ghoft. 

Now, as the iipmunities, grants, and honors, 
beftox^cd by the Kmj; Mrfiiah, arj? all of afpiri- 
ruaJnjrurej his faithful \u^e€t^ V\^n^^w^\'^^^vn^x 
^to wander, or to be difcoUTAv^^tA, ^v 'i^^'^. ^'^'^^'^- 
-^i:uaonSj aini<ftioni«3 or \><wai^- ^^\\\^\^ '^n'^'^^ 
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thi^m. Were his empire of this world', then in- 
deed ic might be expedled, from the goodnefs 
of his heart and thf power of his arm, rhat 
thofe who arc fubrnilTive to his authority, zeal- 
ous for his honor, and conformed to his iniagr^ 
would comin uily find thcmfelves eafy and prof- 
perous in their temporal circumftanres. Yes, 
were his dominion of a ftcular kind, It might 
be fu^pofrd that an habitu.:lly confcienttous re- 
gard to hishws, would fee urc from the oppref- 
fibn of ungodly men, and from the diftreilcs of 
temporal want.— Thu*- it was with Ifratl un- 
der their Theocracy. When the rulers and the 
people in general were punftual in obftrving 
Jehovah's appointments, the ftij ulations c.f the 
Sinai Covenant fccured ihem from being op- 
preflcd by their enemies, and from any rem irfc- 
ablc affliftion by the immcdidte hand of God. 
Performing the conditior.s of their National 
Confederation, they wtre, as a people, war- 
ranted to fxpeft every fpecies of temporal prof- 
perity. Health, and long lifv-, riches, honors, 
and viftory over their enemies, were promifed 
• by Jehovah to their txrernal obcdiencej The 
punifliinenrs alfo, that were denounced againft 
flagrant breaches of the Covenant r**;adc at Ho- 
rcb, were of a temporal kind.f 
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In tins r^^fpr'.^l:, Iv>w^ver, as well as in other 
things, ihcrr \% a vaU dsiTrrtncr between the 
feW'ihy a;Hl thr Chrjftian Ot'conomv, Thig 
drlparicy wcs p!:ihi inti;r:n:tci, it I miflaktrnor, 
by tiir ippofi f m dcs of divine proceeding, ia 
f rtibhrtiing J h-^wah's kii^tid^^m among the 
Tcrw5, and in fijundmg the empire of Jefus 
Clirift. To f<?it c the irrAchtiih church, to 
exalt the chojVn tribes above furrounding na- 
tions, and to render the ancimt Theocracy fu- 
premely ventrable, the divine Sovereign ap» 
peafcd in tcrriolc majeftv. Wafting plafc»ur$ 
and awful de«hs were often inflided by eternal 
juftice, on thofe who dared to oppi^fr, or toop- 
prefs, the pi-ople of G»>d. Aji angrl was com* 
mifTroned to dcftroy the Egyptian firft born ; 
Pharaoh, with his iiMghty hoft, were drowned 
in the Red fca; and the Canaanitifh nations 
were put to the fword, thai the fubjeds of Je- 
hovah might poflcfs their fertile couotry. 
Manifeft indications thefe, with exprefs j^romi- 
fes, that the fpecial Providence of God would 
rxak and blefs the natural feedof Abraham with 
temporal felicity; provided they did not violate 
ihc Sinai Covenant. 

Th^^fe and fimilar exprcflio-^s in this EiTay are to be 
undcrftood, as refering to the Sinai Covenant^r/^i^ 
confidered, and to Jehovah's rcqnifitions as the iing 
af Ifrael. They are quite confiftent, therefore, with 
its beingrrhe duty of Abraham's TvaiX\\x A fc^^ v^ '^j^^- 
brm infernal obedience to \\\^X ^^vfeVx^^'^^"'^^'^'^'^^ 
onfidered as G-)d of the w\\o\e e^ixXViV ^^\^^\^^; 
i puniOiment being inavacd V>N ^\^> "^^ \*SS.-^w 
rt obedience^ 
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his favor*. Yes, to deliver from fpiritual 
mitrs, and to provide for fpiricual waacsi i 
dulgc with fpiricual riches, and to ennobh 
fpiritual honors, are thofe royal adts whic 
long to Him whofc kwgdom Utiot of this n 
.In the bcftownnent of thcfc bitffings, the | 
of his regal charaftcr is much concerned, 
m^illions of his devoted fubje^s may fall b 
ircin hand ofoppreflion, ftarve in obfcurit 
fuffer accumalated affl fk\on in ocher^^ 
without the leaflt impeachment of hi& pi 
his. gOO)dnefs^ pi: h.i& care^ a& the C&vcreig;;; 
fpiriiui^l; Liin^^domL 

^pa^fnmMS^ mat^ t^aatd itn^m BmSs smii 
rMkoVm Ttlve rnii&dy CKocrxkdj&cl rnimn rndsitt^ i 
. tki^onty marc t>mdfiatd u> ^ocrtdm ip£ r{ s ^ id 
bicabLe.gloibe* and \n the courfc ofafewt 
i-ies rhey came to an end. Not fo, the t: 
of Jcfus Chrift; for thus runs the prophet 
aclcs, frfprfting him and his kingdom 
Jhallhave dominion f*'om fea tojea^ and fm\ 
rivir to the ends of the earth. All things fhi 
down before him : all nations (halljerve htm. 
was given him dominia/iy and glory ^ and a kh 
that allpeoplex' nationSy and languages JbouU 
him, his dominion is an tver Lofting don 
which Jhall not pajs away^ and his ktngdom 
which /hall not U xlejiroyed. He fhatl retg, 
ibe.houje of j acoi forever, and of bis kingdM 

*Job. XIV. a&. ^xid^ilvi. a\^^V 



- i» 



KINGDOM OF CHRIST. 83 



fjall he no end^ . Concerning the gradual en- 

' largennent and univcrfal cxctncof this kingdom, 

pur Lord fpeaks in his parable oi a grain ofmuf- 

tard Jeed\ and in that of liavcn^ ptrvading the 

"whole mafs of meal.— This ho!y empire fhall 

iiTue in the ultimate glory: and tho* tht prcf nt 

/form of its adminiftration >^ill ccafe, when God 

Janll he all in all-, yet the glorified fubjrfls of it 

ihall never die, never be difunited, nor tver 

, withdraw their allegiance from Jefus Chrilh 

■Such' are the foundations of his dominion, and 

fqclf the excellence of his government, that rach 

. ©f his real fubjefts will from the heart fay ; Let 

THE Kino livf! and let him reign ^ till all bis ene- 

k mies become hisfootJioolX ! 

Once more ; The empire of Chrift^ or the Go/- 
f el Church, is called THE kingdom of heaven. 
As our Lord, in the moft imphatical manner, is 
denominated, the King of Kings: we may 
.. with propriety confider his holy monarchy, as 
.: she kingdom of kingdoms. This appelation, the 
g' kingdom ofheaven^ manifeflly fets the New Tcf- 
,. tanaent church at, the greateft diftance from cv- 
, cry iccular monarchy, and teaches us to confid- 
er ir as nearly allied to the heavenly Itate*. The 
Aibjedts of it arc defcribcd as borafrom above; 



1 1 
b..' 



t Pf. Ixxii. S. 71. Dan. vH. 14. Luke i. 33, 
^ Pf, Ixxii. 15. and c i. i Cor' xv. 25. 

* Ecclenam. Chrifti Jefu verc efTc Regnum Cce* 
lorum et inter ejus {latum et conclitionem ecclefia? 
coeleftis,.maxtman interccdere affinUatcav et con^uac* 
tioaem. i^i/ringain /Ipocalypf. ^»%%S' K^cix^'^^^^ ^"l^^' 
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3s the heirs of glory. They are governed by 
laws, indulged with privileges, and invefted' 
with honors, which are entirely fpiritual, and 
all fro rn hravcn. The truths they believe, the 
blc(Iin«^s they enjoy, the obedience they per- 
form, and the expeflations they entertain, have 
a regard to heaven, his the authority of a di- 
vine Sovereign under which they live, and his 
approbation to which they aim. The pleafures- . 
which they enjov, confidered as the fubjedls t>f . 
J^ fus Chrift, are all of a fpiritual nature, and 
all favi)ur of the heavenly world. 

/s.Chrift is a fpiririial monarch, his domin*./ 

ion rt-fjcfts the undcrfl^^ndings, the conlciences^ [ 

the hearts of mro ; and is a preparation for that ^ 

fijb-.ime date, where knowlcd.rc and rrftitudej.. 

where obedience and love, where hira»ony and , 

jov, are all in their full glory. The fdundatJDii. : 

of this government, as it rrfpecls individuals, 

island in I'egener-Jtion. There the prenarati<»n 

f'»r heaven begins : and all the genuine fruits of i 

that important chang<*, which is made by divine d 

infi lence, in thf mind, c>afci-nce, and'heafl'i 

ofa Gnncr, have a tendancy ' tow^ard heaven)'^ 

and manv of tlvem are anticpations of it. That £ 

worfliip which is performed by the fobjefts of i 

Chr ft, is no farther fpiritual, and agreeab e to • 

the New Oeconomv, than it is an.mat*d w.ith • 

fo h .iffVai'>n8as abound in heaven. For the ? 

time is come, when ihoCv that worlbip the Fa* :;^* 

ther, fnu^ WG-fr/fp himin fpirit and in truth. KAow-p. .- . 

}-: ^iTC dtn] rrvucnce of Gi«d, as levelled bv rhd* '.. 

Mediator ; confi :eRce\a h\cv\/ai\v\ \oN^\i^ tv\w $ --• 
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felf-abafcment in his prefencci and acquicfence 
1A his dominion; arc the principle ideas inclu- 
ded in fpiritual worfhip, whether as performed 
^by the fubjefts of Chrift here, or by the faints 
made perfect in glory. 

It is minifefl: from this charafteriftic of our 
Lord's kingdom, that a profe(Iif*n of allegiance 
to him is entirely vain, not attended mth/piri' 
Ittfll mhdednefs: becaufe it is natural for good 
fubjccls to feek the profperity of that kingdom 
to which they belong. Now the intereftsof 
-M^ffiah's empire are all of a fpiritual nature. 
Ift the fpread o^ evangelical truth, and the pu- 
rity of divine worfhipj in the excrcifc of love, 
and the pra6lice of hulinefs, the interefts and 
honor of this kingdom chiefly confift. Indif«« 
fcrcnce about thcfe, is an Evidence of the hearr 
being difaffcfled to our divine Sovereign $ but 
aUegiance to him> will manifeft itfelf by an hab- 
iHttalTegard to them. ■ In whomfoever this 
hfid^y .Monarch reigns, there is a relidi for fpiri- 
tvml triohes', honors, & pleafures. To enjoy his 
fiworf,"^ f rtdl bear-his image ; to perform his wilU 
and behold 1)1? glory, are things of the higheit 
iiiiporttancc in^ the cfleem of real faints. Nor is 
it-iirmer!4\ditilat^ of the underftanding and con- 
fcience, that it Ihould be fo. It is matter of 
Ghd'cb: for (heir hearts are engaged on thofe 
cfcj^ifts. 

r It is common for fubjeds to imitate a fove- . 
reign whom they love and revere i efpccially, 
if the)? hive'drrjvcd G^nal btv\v?vv5i (\vits\ V\\ ^a 
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miniftration. Now fuch is the .nature of our 
Lord's government, that itis impofliblefora- 
ny one to be under it, without fincerdy loving 
and profoundly revering him — without feeing 
an excellence in his example, which commandi . 
efteem and excites imitation,. But if we be 
fond of wealth, or emulous of grandeur and 
Ihow ; if we perfue pre-eminence, and grafp at 
power; we imitate the children of this world, 
not Jcfus Chrfft. Thofe th'ngs are eagerly 
fought, and highly prized, by the fubjcft of Sa« 
tan, becaufe rhey are carnally minded ; but he 
is unworthy to be called a difciple of Chrift, who 
is not habitually driving to copy his examphe. 
Nor can any pretend, that he ever encouraged, 
by word or deed, the prrfuit of fccukr diftinc- 
tions, rhcacquifition cff wealth, or the pleafures 
of fenfnality, but quite the revcrfe. Far from 
fceking honor which comes from men^ he neither 
courted the fmiles of the rich, nor the patronage . 
of the mighty : for- the frkndjbif of this worlds 
is- enmity with God, So our Lord eftecmed ic* ' 
and fo muft his difciples. To^be the fubjedbsof 
a fpiritual kingdom, and to have our heartson 
temporal enjoyments, arc inconfiftcnt. To hi 
carnally minded is death i bitt to he /pirituallj mini- 
edy is life ard peace 

As Chrift is a fpiritual fovereign, and hii ' 
church a fpiritual kingdom, all the fubjciSbs of . 
his govrrnnvent nruft be ccnfidcred, asi;f aftgti 
of prt^paration for heaveny The prevailing dif- 
^* pofuiopsof the'if hearts are in favor of heavcnl]f \ 
*'i/?^-5i ami to promote the exercifc of fpiritual \ 
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aflTr^lioni^ tl^e New Occonomy, in all its bran- 
ches, is much bctcer adapted than was the Mo- 
{aic fyflcin* For a( it is the moft perfcft dif- 
penfation of diyine grace, that ever was, or 
ever will be enjoyed on earth j foit makes the 
neareft approaches to heaven. 

It has beenjuftly renr>arkcd by a certain au- 
thor, " That the legal Oeconomy introduced 
" that of Grace, by the gofpcl, and then vani(h- 
" ed away. The DTpenfation of Grace, in like 
** manner^ is now perfornning its work, fulfil- 
i!* ling its day, announcing, unfolding, intro- 
:.?* ducing the kingdom of glory : and when that 
^^ wbicb is prfcEi is cotne, then, that which is in 

^yfartjhallker dcne^ away.'' Yes, the Old 

©economy, and the Jewifli Theocracy, were 
.manifcftly introduSory to thr Ghriftian Dilpcn- 
fation, and^thc McflTiah^s kingdom. Thofc, 
•being typical and (badowy , led to thefe, and in 
them received their final comjilction' But the 
. New Difpcnfati.on, and the kingdom of Chrifl, 
have no completion ffiort of heaven. Thither 
ihey lead, arwi there they terminate. No wor- 
Ibip is agreeable to ihc Mcfliah's kingdom, 
which is not animated by heavenly afFcdions. 
All the external fervices. of religion are only fo 
many means to excite thofc holy efFcftions,of pro- 
, moting communion with God, and of cultiva*- 
ting a heavenly temper. Confeq uently, the 
worOiip of thofe who reft in exterior fervifes, is 
quite fupcrficial, and has nothing fpiritual, fio- 
• thing heavenly in it. 

Jehovah^ under the former di fpenfu^on, ha- 
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vingchofcn the Holv of holifs for the place'of 
his rcfidence, the Jews were direAcd to addref^ 
him in prAvrr, confidcrcd as on his throne ir- 
iween the Cheruhims*. They knew, indeed, that 
he inhabited ccltllial manlions ; and therefore^ 
when bending the knte Lcfore him, their hands- 
n^tre extended toward heavenf : but yet hewas 
more innmediaiely regarded by ihcm, as rcfir 
ding in th^* earuily fanftuary. For notwithftan- 
ding their defire lo be h^ard in beavetiy " the cry 
*' of thesr prayer, and ilie eye of their faith, 
*' weredircdcd firft to lYic mcrcy/eaL'* Themqft 
eminent faints, under that Occonomy, looked 
to G'xi in both ; did homage to him in b.>th^ ; 
nor could they have neglecSbed hiiii in refpeft 
of either, without being culpable.— ^Whereas, 
when Chridians pray, they look diredly to their 
Father who is in heaven^ and as on a throne of 
grace in the celeftial temple ; without the lead 
regard to any place upon earthy or to any vifir 
ble ohjrftj. 

«* God fays Dr. Erikine, as hufband of the 
" Gofpel church, claims from his people inward' . 
<' affcdlion and love, and accepts them onif 
" who worfliip him in fpirit and in truth la 
*' the Mofaic covenant it was otherwife* T4ierc 
*' he appeared chiefly as a temporal prince,, and 
'' therefore gave laws intended rather to dired 

* ^ Kings viii. 27,-30,38, 4^, 44» 48- 2 Kings- 
xix. i^. PfalTixxviua. Ixxx. i »Dan, vi. 10. 
t I Kines viir 21, % SeeDi. Goodwn an CWijivW 
Af€(/iat$r. JB. VI Cbap.vtt. 
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*' the outward conduft, than to rrgqlatc the 
** aftings of the hcarr. Hf ncc every thing in ihu 
** Dirpcnfation wis adapted to ftrikc his fubjedls 
** with awe and reverence. The magnificence 
*' of his paUcej and al! it^ utei.fils ; his nuT.e- 
" rous train of attendants 5 the fplendid robes 
*• of the high prirft, , who, though his prime 
*« miniller, was not allowed to enter the Holy 
«* of hol'es, favc once a year, and, in all his mi- 
" niftrarions, was obli^^ed to difccver the moft 
*^ huinble veneration for IfratTs King j the fo- 
** lemn rit«s with which the pridls wrre confe- 
«*^ crated; the ftriftnefs with which all impuni- 
^^ ties and indecencies were foi bidden, as things 
** which; though tolerable in others, were un- 
" becoming the dignity of the people of God^ 
*•" efpecially when approaching to him : all thefe 
.*** tended to promote and fecure the refpeft due 
"to their glorious Sovereign." — Ir was,s how- 
evcr,><oretold, by one of fhe minor Prophets, 
«Hhit in Gofpel times, men (h. uld not call Gc»d 
^ Baati\. e. my Maji^r^ but Ijhi. i. e. my Huf-^ 
/*• band.-'\\\^ paiTage imports arleaft thus muih, 
•' that God, who in the Jewifh Difpenfaticn 
«« had chiefly difi^layed the {grandeur, diftance, 
«*'and fever ity of a maftcr, would, in the Chrif- 
." tian Difpenfation, chieflv difplay theaffeftioa 
'« f»nd familiarity of a hufband and friend*. 

Yts, under the Mofaic fyftem, the high 
pricftonly, and he but once a year, wasadiuit- 

* 7htthgica] Difjertatiom^ "^« *c> ^>^' 

Hi 
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ted to the mercy feat, or throne of Jehovah, in 
a wrldly fanHuary. That appearance of the 
Jcwifh ponciff oeforc the Lord, though grand . 
and folemn, was a mere emblem of fpiritual 
things, and of that holy intercourfe which all 
the fubjeAs of this kingdom have with God, in 
the performance of fpiritual worfhip. For as 
Jefus entered the heavenly fanftuary, mtbbis 
cwn blood: as he is there a priejt upon bis iirone, 
uniting the faccrdotal cenfor with the regal crp- 
trc5 he ever lives, not only to govtrrn his wide- 
ly extended empire, but likewife to intercede 
for all his followers, and to be the medium of 
• their accefs to the divine Father. In virtue of 
his attonemcnt maJe on the cr^fji, and cf his ap- 
pearance in the heavenly world, the meancfl 
fubjefts of his dominion, when performing fd- 
crcd fcrvice, have holdnefs tc entzy into the holufi. 
Each of them, in the exccrciftr of faith, of hope, 
and of lovr, has accefs to the Divine >n.^;^^fty on 
a throne of grace ; and each \\\% rear/nt lo •^>'- 
pefl a condcfcending audience ff:>m the Xnj; 
Ecernal. Hence Ws? fiid, that Nfw Teftamtiit 
faints arc ca'lcd toji dom^ftics of God \ whi.li 
" niiy have (omt relation to rhic peculiar near- 
" nefs to Gjd, in which the J^fwifli nricfts were: 
*^ ani refer to that great intiinacy of unreftrain- 
" cd converfc to wliich we, as Chriftians arc ad- 
*^ mitted. la which rcfp.'ft our privileges fcrm 
" to refcmSle, not only thofe of the people pray- 
*' in^ in the common co'irt of IiVafl 5 fcLJt of the 
^^pricfls, worshipping \t\ iVve bouje ttfeUS-^' 

^ J^r. /Doddridge's Nate, on E^htj. W. \^. 
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The Aipcrior ^iyanugjes of b«Iicvers under 
the Chrrtian Occonnmv, in rtrgard to commu* 
Dion with God, a«id ihr fanAifving influrncc 
which th it holy interroufc has git their minds,, 
are (tr4>ngly exprrffcd in the fillowing remark-^ 
'^abl'? words : But %vi ally in mm unveiled face^ be-^ 
holMng as in agUfs the glory of the Lord, areehan^ 
ged into the fame image^ from glory to glory, evM 
OJt^ the Spirit of the Lord*. The Apoftle here 
plainly alludcrs co chat glory^^hich appeared in 
the facr of Mofes, after his intimate converfc 
with Jehovah on the mount. So dazzling was 
the luftre of his countenance, that the children 
of I frael were qfraid to come nigh him. He there- 
fore put a veil upon his face, that they might 
have familiar int^rcourfe with himf : which 
veil was an emblem, not only of the Jewilh 
blindnefs, but alfo of the darkn^efs of that Drf- 
penfation.— Now, in contraft with thcfc things, 
Paul informs Ub, that the glory of the divine 
perfcAiont appears and ihines in the unveiled 
face of JcfusChnft ; tha this t^lory is beheld by 
New Tcftament believers; and chat, by bchold- 

* 2 Cor. iii. 18. In an urrueiled face. So I hum- 
bly conceive, fhriuld hereby rendered. Connpare 
a Cor. iv. 6. where the infpircd writer fpeakes of 
the light of the knowledge ef th^ glory of God in the face 
•fjijui Chr'ifi^ That will admit the fupplemcntal 
jPMofition /«, as well as w/VA, cannot, I prefume, 
be doubted : and that the waole fcope of Paul's rea- 
foningin the context leads us to think of the face qf 
Chnji, rather than that ot beUf^)er^\i't\tv^>M^'^^>^5^^>% 

// / mM\^]^^ not,foUd\y ^iw^\>^ x\«\^vcwt^ V^wm^ 
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ing it, they arc gradually transformed tntotbe gt$^ 
rious image of God. What an illullr cms view 
docs ihc pofllc hcrr give us of ihc New Oc- 
coiKimy! He not onlv rcprrfcnts the ftire and 
privile^'cs of the Gofpcl Church, as greatly fu* 
pcrior to thofc of the Jcwilh people ; but as 
nearly approaching to the emplo\nnenrs,ard the 
fruitions of the cclcflial world. For we cannot 
eafily form a more exalted idtra of the bufincf*'. 
and bltflednefs of heaven/ than that ofconiem- 
plating the glory of G«^d, and of making conti- 
nual advances in likenefs to him* 

As, in the per fori of our Mediator, the nature* 
of God and he nature of man were not united> 
till juft before the commrncenenrof this king- 
dom ; as God was not mamfejled in tbeflejh but. 
with an immrdiate view to this holy and fpiri* 
tual empire ; f » there is no reafon to W(vndcr 
that the favored fubjc&s of Mtffiah's go* 
rernment have a more intimate communion 
with Jehovah, than was ever enjoyed by the 
Jewifli church/ Under the Old Covenant,. If- 
rael .n general had a kind of local nearnefs to 
Gnd, in the pcrformaiice of religious worfliip ; 
and real faints had fpiritual communi.'^n with 
him. But then it was by means of pricfts, who 
had infirmities; of facrificej that were nnper- 
f eft ; and of fcrvifrs, that were mere fhadowt 
of hcavrnlv things : all which were confined to 
an earthly fanftuary. Whereas the fubjcdl* of 

r 

r 

t 

inhis D/Jferiai. PhtloUg. T^htohg^ \>^ttv^ ; ^-vTwi 



>4 



L.- 



KINOaJibM OF CH;RIST. ^ 

'Jcfat ChrilVhavc accefs to the Father of mercies 
.wichout regarding any pne(ly beHdes thrir So* 
vereign ; any facrifice befides his death ; any 
inccnfc befides his incerceflion. A 1 thefe they 
regard as appearing,, as operacin)?, asefficatious 
on their. behalf, in the heavenly fanfluary. Yes, 
jthcir High-Pficft, .;who is of infinite dignity; 
-their facri&ce, which is of boundlcfs worth* j 
.and their iAcenfe, which is confutnmately fra- 
granti are for ever in-the imn^ediate prefence of 
Gad— for ever defcrving, and forever obtain- 
ring the divine approbation* On chefe, there- 
fore, in all their approaches to Eccrnal Majer-* 
ty, their. dependence fixes. Hence their wor- 
ihip is performed, through the aids of grace,,, 
with reverence and with confidence, with IoyiC 
and with delight. ii^eSave accefs with confidincn^ 
ly tbefaitb r/Chrift. 

Now, toworfhip God with profound reve- 
wncc yet without a flivi(h fear j with fteady 
confidence, conne&eii with deep humility;, 
with fobmtdioh to his- will, as the moil high 
Lord; with love to hisexceiknce,. as the infi- 
nite beauty; and with joy in his allfuificiency, 
as the Chief Good ; is to perfornn a fpiritual fer- 
vice, and to adore in a heavenly manner. In 
the perfornnance of fuch worfhip, we have com- 
fnunion mih 4he/piriis ofjufimen made perfeS-^ 
we enter within the veil- wt? have fellowftiip 
with God'-we anticipa^te the bufinefs of heaven, 
and tafte its refined pleafures. In thefc holy ex- 
ecrcifes of the mind, cot\fc\t.tvtt^^w^Vw^%x\^ ^^ 
J&c/ ourfclv^s near to God >. ^% \}cv^ \^>i.\^vi\^ ^&^ 
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blefTcdnrfs, and are trained for the hewenff 
world. Thus we are habituated to a Idnd oF 
cekftial fcrrvice^ by which our likenefs to Chrift 
is promoted^ and our defires after hearen in^ ] 
crcafcd. In thcfe things- the' very life of (piri- i 
tual worfliip and of real religion confifts. He 1 
therefore is not worthy to be calietl a fubjeft of 
our Lord's kingdonn, who is not habitually ainv- 
ing in his devotional fervices^ at his delightful • 
and folemn intercourfe with God. Nor is he 
deferring of that exalted charaftef» whofe 
thoughts and cares> whofe hopes and fearii^ 
whofe joys and forrows, are not principally 
concerned about the governoient and grace df 
Chrift^ confidercd in their connection with the 
heavenly ftate. 

It muft, indeed, be admitted, that this com*' 
munion with heaven is extremely imperftftin 
the prffcnt life. Becaufe, though every true 
fubjcft of the King MeflTiah be in a ftatc ve>y 
djfFrrcnt from that of a merely nominal Chrif* 
tian^ and though he is thankful for tjaat differ- 
ence j yet he is nor, he cannot be fatisficdy ei- 
ther with what he knows, .or with whu been* 
jovs i with what he is, or with what he does. " 
Not with what he knows : for htr knows but f* 
fari^znd he feels the deficiency ^His acquaintance 
with the Greatcft and Beft of beings— with the* 
charafter and perfeftions, with the works aad 
ways of God, is extremely fmall. His know^^ 
ledge of the adoralile Jefus — of his Pcrfon and 
aSiccMf of his grace and >!f i tV.^ l^^ Vv\^ VA^cgioai* 
Jind glory ^ is very coairaOL^A* \i^v}^>>RR>Law*- 
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edge he has of himfelfj and of his final deftlna- 
ion in the heavenly world, is exceedingly fcan- 
y : for the heart is deceitful above all things ; and 
/ does not yet appear what wejhall be. He can- 
lOt therefore be contented with fuch a pittance 
)f fpiritual knowledge. 

Not with what hz enjoys: for his enjoyment of 
rpintual pleafure is^ at the highrft, compari- 
tively low. Bcfidcs, it is frequently intcrropt- 
sd by the jnfurredlions of indwelling fin3 and by 
the incurlions of outward lemptation. Though 
lie fometimes exults in the light of God's coun* 
tenance,. partaking of joy that is unfpeakable and 
full of glory i yet he frequcmtly nriourns the wane 
of that exalted pleafurt ^ and groans being bur- 
iened. 

Not with what he is : for he feels much de- 
pravity, and laments over it, as affcdting his 
mind with darknefs -, his confcience with guilt, 
or with ftupidityj and his pafTions with carnal- 
ity. So far from pcrfc<Skly bearing the image 
of Chrift, that his language frrquently isi 
wretched man that I am I wbo^ Jhall deliver me 
from the body of this death ! 

Not with what he dees : for though he fin- • 
cerely drfires to perform the will of God, as 
revealed in divine preceprs, ard illuf^ rated by 
the example of Chrift j yet he perceives that his 
obedience is very iinperfcA.Daes he,for inftancc 
addrefs hifnlVlf to God in prayer ? in that devout 
exercifc his whole foul fliouid be ingaged. Re- 
verence of the divine Maj^tAV^^ ^tv^ vcv •?i^c\'^v.v^ 
fcnfc of bis owr guilt •, tVuV\ \tv vVve. ^xe.-^X'^-v^^^- 
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menCi md confidence in paternal mercy ; tht 
ardour of petition, and the comfort 6f expec- 
tation, (hould all be united. But frequenttf, . 
alas ! his thoughts wander, and his pious affec- 
tions are dull, if not dormant. His prayer feema 
little beddes a conflift with his own corjruption; 
. Herifes from his knees with forrow And w/th 
Tighs. Afhamed of the manner in which ixt has' 
treated the omnifcient bbje£t of his wor/hip, he 
cannot forbear exclaiming ; God ie fk/srctfAl t^ m 
afinner ! and this, perhaps, is the^Qnl/ipetHion;; 
over which he does not mourn, a^) deftitute-.lof'l 
holy animation. -Or if he enjoy .liberty 4 n hi*-: 
converfc with the Fatherof all mcreieiiy hoW:(J.CR\ 
ten does he find-fccret pride, andfTetf^^gi^ull^iQil / 
arife in his heart ? as if the Moft Holy wOukl^i 
regard his con fetTi on s, petiriorisj-a^d thhoki(i|iV- 
ingsfor the fake of their own ecjcelleiice^it Ar( 
ware of the latant poifon hei i^i alm^ cbafolundodbii 
For while he knows^ that Chri.ftiaMtyiS (hAstro 
ligon of finncrs — of depraved,; of guiUy, • 4rf" un^i 
worthy creatures ? and that nQthiQ^glisj1io^;in>) 
confident wirh evangelfpaJ truth, or morb ckiief<!*>' 
table in the fight of oUr Miker,^ th*n: :fetf-ap^\ 
pJaufe refprfting acceptance with Godl Know- ^ 
ing himfelf to be a polluted worm, that dioferveS) 
to perifli, he trembles to^tbink of eTer.fuppMlngi 
that the majcfty of the Moft High)^ artd'thepuHi 
rity of the Moft Holy, will aCrpt his imperfect 
fervifesfor their own fake. In the moft cm-: 
jobarical mianner he, therefore, with Job ex-* 
chims; Behold / awJ *ui/e !-I abfcorKwjftlf { So< 
various and fo great arc vWc dxtc&.^.\v4V>vi\At?^^\^ 
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ional fervices, that wc might well dtfpair, were 
c not for a High-prieft v^ho bears the iniquity 
>f our holy thiftgs. For vjc fiud a law that when 
ije uwuld do gocd^ evil is pre; en t with us. 

To fuch impcrftftions and fuch complaints, 
s a real fubjed of our Lord's dominion liable 
a the prefent life. But, looking forward to 
he fcparate ftatc, when he (hall be with Chrtft^ 
vkicb is, far better^ and to the refurrcdtion of the 
fghteousi with joy he adopts the language of 
David and fays, Ifiall bt fattjfied^ when I awake 
^ilb thy likenefs. Yes, when that ultimate and 
rvcrlafting Oeconomy commences, his m»nd 
Dcing . irradiated with divine truth, he (hall be 
"atisfied with what he knows : perfcftly poflTcf- 
firi.g the Chief Good, he (hall be fatisKed with 
nrhat he enjoys j confcious of complete redbi- 
tiide, he (hall be fatisBed with what he is : and 
ciiowing his obedience to be confummate, he 
li^ll be fatisfied with what he //^w.— Delightful, 
ravi(hing thdtight! To have all our immortal 
powers expanded and filled, with knowledge of 
the Supreme truth, and with love to the Su- 
pfeme Beauty ; with reverence of the Supreme 
Lord, and with dtli^iht in the Supreme Good, 
Tiuft conftitiite complete happinefs. Yet fuch 
rs the grand rcfult of our Lord\ dominion in 
:hc hearts of men ! To this, therefore, we muft 
look, upon this our affcdions rrru ft be placed, 
if we would behave as the fu'bjefts of Jefus 
Chrifl", and finifli our c^iurfc wul\Kovvo\» ^«t 
iS thin lift is tlic feed -time o( ^.w ^vwti^\\«N<^^ 
S 1 



98 ESSAYON THE 

as no one gathers grapes of thorns ^ or figs ofthjf- 
ties y and as whatever a manfowSj that /hall he 
clfo reapi To "we liavt- no rcal'on-io txpc<it htavcn 
as our final rtfivknct*, if wc be not habitua ly . 
(Icfirons of communion wirh Gcd in all our \ 
worfliip, and of nuking it our bufinc^ to per- 
form his will. 

Jt is one of the noblcft and moft dfVighiful 
employments of the human mind, to contcai- 
platc the gradual revelation of Jehovah's will^ 
and the growing difplay of his etertiaV favor, 
from the fall of our firfl parents, to the con- ' 
iummation of the divine Occonomy. It is both ; 
pleafing and improving to rtfleft on the Patri- ' 
archdl Difpenfation introducing the Mofaic 
Syftem/, on the Sinai Confederation making 
way for the New Covenant; on the Jewilh 
Theocracy leading to the , Kingdom of Chrift ; 
on the government of that kingdom as a prep- j 
aration for celeftial manfions; on the perform* 
ancc of holy worfliip, by the fubjedls ofChnft 
here, as the mean of communion v^hh/aints i» 
Ughty and on the prcfcnt .ftatc (»f worfhip and of 
bU.ir^^dnefs in the heavenly fanftuary., as prepar- 
ing for the ultimate glory. 

In lefcrence to the communion of believers, 
vv'^th ibe jftrits of jitji rren made ferfe^^ in the; 
perforLr.<u^ce of fpiruu^l worlhip ; and refpcft- 
. ing the conrumm.iiion of all things, Dr. Owen 
fpeciks asfc^Uows., w'th vvhofe words 1 fliall con- 
c/udr, *^ Weic- ell that die in the Lord jm- 
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" dication of Chrifi:^ or the worfhip of praifc 
** and honor iinio God by hinn, without being 
•' cxercifed in the alcription (^f honor, glory, 
** power and dominion unto (Clir^fl:^) on thcac- 
'* count of the paft and prefent difchargc of his 
*^ office ; ihtrc could be no connnnunion between 
" them ajid us. But whilft they aie in ihc/anc^ 
tuary^ in the temple of God ^ in the holy wor- 
fhip of Chrift, & of God in him, & we are not 
only employed in the fame work in facred or- 
•' dinancesfuited iKito our flate and condition, 
•* but in the performance of our duties do by 
** faith enter in within the- veilj and approach 
** unto the fame throne cf grace in the moft holy 
** place i there is a fpiritual communion between 
•« them and us. So the Apoftlc exprefTeth it, in 
** the twelfth of Hebrews-*— —As we are here, 
*' in and by the word and other ordinances, pre- 
pared and made meet for the prefent flate of 
things in glory j fo are they^ (the fpirits of 
** the juft men made perfe6l) by the temple wor- 
'* fhip of heaven, fitted for that flate of things 
"when Chrilt fhali jj/w up the kingdom unto the 
^^'Fatbefi that Goo may be all in all*.*' 

^ On the Perjon of Chrtjiy Chap. xx. p. 365, 366 
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Acts xvii. it. 

^d /earcbed the Scriptures daily ^ ^beiher ihofi 

things were JO. 



THEIRE is no truth more generally 
aflcntcd to, by all parties and de« 
nonninations of Chriilians, than this; that the 
Scripture is the only rule of faith and praftice.^ 
They all cry, *' ^o the lavt?y and to the teftimvny^ 
^ if they /peak not according to this wordy it is be-, 
cau/e there is no light in them.** Ifaiah viii. 2 3* 
Notwithftanding, we have too much reafon to 
fear, that in this cafe, as in many others, peo- 
ple are gcncraHy more found in principle than iir 
praftice. For in drawing up a fyftemof relig- 
ious truths, for inftance, the writers have either 
too implicity followed thofe who have gone be- 
fore them,, or have confuhcd their own notions 
& made their fyftems,not fo much what,from the 
word of God, they would be, as what they im- 
agined they ought to be; and then have endea- 
voured to accommodate the Scriptures in f jp- 
portofthcm. That the Scripture (hould fufFer 
by this mode of proceeding it is eafy to fee, 
when we confider the natural fondnefs of people, 
generally fpeaking, for their own notions, and 
how pliable the Scripture will become in the 
hands of fucb, like a nofc of wax, to fuic every 
purpofe. 

This, however, ought to Ccrvc to put us the 
Iftore on our guard, and to engage us the more 
to follow the example oi i\v^i\oV:\tt'^t.x^v\v vck 
fcarchiag the ScripWKS iiiA^v v^ S.^% !^!«*^5X 
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the things advanced be fo. The reading of the 
whole verfc informs us, ihat the Bcrcans were 
more noble than thofe of Thcffalonia, on this 
account, that they fearched the Scriptures. Ic 
would fecm that the ThcfTalonians, were cither, 
Gallio-like, indiffrrtnt about ihe truth," and 
therefore would not be at the pains of fearching; 
or were fo bigotced to their received notions, 
that they would not fcarch further. Thcfe arc 
two extremes equally to be avoided by all en-^ 
quirers after truth. Let us always remember 
then, that to be clear of the fhackles of preju- 
dice, on the one hand, and of carelcfs indiffe- 
rence GO the other : and fo prefs forward in pcr-- 
fuit of truth fearching for it as for hid treafure^ * 
determined to embrace it, wherever we find it, 
is a noble thing i while at the fame time it is ful- 
filling a pofitivc injundlioR of our bleffed Lord, 
when he faid, *' Search the Scripture.** John v 13, i 

The fcntiment"5, or points of dodtrine, con- 
cerning which we mean at this time to fearch- 
the Scripture, are ihofe of the Covenants, com- 
monly diftinguifhed into three 5 the covenant of. 
works, the covenant of grace, and the covenant ^ 
of redemption. The fi.ft made with Adam in 
the (late of innocence; the fecond made with 
him immediately after the fall, which is faid" 
to have been afterwards renewed with Noah, A- 
braham, and others of the Patriarchs) and the 
third made with Ghrifl. 

In fearching the Scriptures, whether thefc . 
things be fo, we fhaU i*k« \.\\^vi\w^^ ^T^t aftci v 
auochcrj as they he before u^, ?itv^(^\it%^\w^\^^^ 
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the covenant of works. 

What is commonly called the covenant of 
worksi^ rrlatfs to the tranfaftions of God with 
man, in the ftate of innocence, rcfpefting the 
forbidden fruit ; which fome for that rcalon call, 
lh,e covenant of innocence ; while oih&rs call ic 
the Govcnam of works, as above, as if there ev- 
er was, or could be, a covenant relating to fer- 
Yice, without works; and others again call it 
tbe covenant of life though it refpeded deatli as.^ 
weliasUfeJf no-tfomf thing rrw>re»aad which of 
tSate tTfirtu toio^^k pl^^ce. Thus> doi nhc taveotors ajod. 
ibtiDt»>3^ «)f tbiis aDaxiioiQ£l c<rt7ciriagii(r, diiii^me a- 
nMsmg xh«an£r}vc9|, ss is gtenneralll^ dor cfife^^bcQ 
fcoplc wAAdtr m dae d^ivk vaUbns)r& of dheiir 
owoa faxKcitSy ivixboox dkr gmAamcic of diwauac rt- 
FrlAiioB, 

Bot wlua&itii %]!Me fcdjpitaBirc ? Lrc nt^ Mm Po 
die ipalTagf « Gem. n. i6« 17. ''^ Aj4 t!bc Looifl 
God conntTUUided ihcmaTi, Tayiing -of rv«7 tree 
of the garden thou maycil freely eat. But of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou- 
ihalt not eat of it : for in the day that thou eated 
thereof, thou fhaltfurcly die.*' Now, is there 
any thing here, that looks like a covenant ? Not 
a word i not a fy lla ble. But on the other hand, 
wc have every mark, every charafter of a law. 
Fit^j we have it prefaced with authoritative ti- 
tles of the enaflor; And the Lord God. Then 
we have the liinguage of authority and of law j 
And the Lord God commanded the man« A.fut 
that w€ have the pcrnniflioa and ^ToXxxXiwACk^-k ^^-^ 
Jocming the fubjeft, what he rcvx^t^ ^^^ "^^^^is- 
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he might not do. Of cvervtree of the garden thoir 
maycft freely eat : but of the tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil thou (hale not cat of it. 
And laftly, we have the threatning, or pe^ i 
nalcy and fandlion, to fecure and enforce obe- \ 
dience, or to be intiifted in cafe of difobedienccr 
For in the dav thou eattft thereof, thou (halt 
furely die. So little appearance of a covenant 
is there in thii place, that it may feem flrangc it 
was ever thought of. 

But let us feanrh further. Where are tlfc 
fcriptures brought by the writers on this fubjcfl*, 
in fupport of the covenant of works ? Is 
there no pafTigc to that purpofe fomewhere for- ■ 
ward, from Gentfis to Revelation ? Not one. . 
The bodies of divmity, the Baptifl: and Weft- ^ 
minder ConftflTions of faith, as well as all tht ! 
covenant-writers I have fcen, they all fail. There J 
is one paflTigf, indtcd, inllofeavi, 7, which J 
they would be willing to lay fonf>c ftr^^s upon j , 
but then it inuft be firft mended. The prefent \ 
tranflation muft be found fault with, and afiO^ i 
thcr offered in (lead of ir. The text fays, *^ They ' 
like men have tranfgrcflred the covenant. ** But 
thefe tranflirion-mendexs would have it rrndcr- ; 
ed, *' They like Adam. What a valuable in- 
vention this tranflation-mendinc; is ! How often- ! 
has it helped people to a fcriprure, when in the • 
greatcft ftrait ! While at other times it has re- 
moved fcriptures out of their way^, that they 
could not well get ovct** But I ^hlnk the great 

*/t is not to be doubVeA,^iu\v\v^v^J^^^^^^^^^-^M^* 



THE COVENANTS 107 

)r Gill, who was a mafter in the Hebrew, 
no great ftrefs on this emendat on, while 
(Is the value of it on the little word i/j 
h iranflation, fays he, if it can be fupponed ; 
on't pretend to fay it can, but if\x. can, it 
be a fcripturc in fupport of the covenant 
orks. The paflagc undoubtedly means no 
: than this ; that they, the childrrn of If- 
who were God's covenant peop e, as wc 
fee bye and bye, had tranTgrefTed God's co- 
nt, as men too commonly do tranfgrefs or 
k covenants made with one another. " They 
Tien have tranijgrcffcd the covenant." 
jt let us fcarch the fcriptures, not to fee if 
: be any paffage in it to prove that there 
a covenant of works, for the writers before 
I have without doubt.fufficicntly done this^ 
igh they have done it in vain i but let us 
:h to fee, if there be any other ttxr, befides 
in Genefis, in fupport of the law of works, 
ifove that Adam was under a law, though 
under a covenant. I have Jong been of o- 
on, that one* paffage of fcripture, if it be full 
exprcfsto the purpofe, is fufficicnt to prove 
point ; and that to add many others, as is 
commonly the way, out of a fondnefs for 
\y witnrffcs does but weaken the caufe, un- 
they be full in point. Of human witnefles. 



1 
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)n may be men^kd in feme places ; but thc^jp, it 
icerely to be wilhe.d, that all lovers of the facred 
;, wouKl proceed in tl\\s b\i\\v\^tsk >N\\>fv -^ ^-'^■vivsn?;^ 
cautious liancl, and peT\Aap!%t\e\tt, XiWV '^V^^'^ J^^ 
icny of ihc divine wru\u^s?\\o>N o'v, o\ ^o-^x-v^^^^ 
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it is true, two or three are re/juircd in capital 
afltions ; but what of thrs to divine tcftlmonv, 
fince, as the «poft!e fays, and as we aH allovy, 
^^ The v/itncfs of God \$ greater." i John v, 9, 
We arc however in the prefcnt cafe not at a lofsj 
for every where from forward of Genefis, whcrp 
mention is made of the tranfaftion in qiieftion^ ' 
Of reference had thereunto, it is called a law, 
and nothing clfe. 

In Romans v. 12 for inftarice, fin is faid to 
have entered into the world by one man, and ^ 
death by fin. Now as death is the wages of fin, | 
vi, 23. fo is fin the tranfgrelTion of the law,, i; 
John, iii, 4. Since therefore, the very aA o^ 
Adam in eating the forbidden fruit, is faid to* 
be fin, tranfgreflion and difobedicnce, Rom. v, ' 
15, 19. andfincc fin is the tTanfgrefTion-df the ' 
la^v, and where there is no law there can * 
be no tranfgrefiion, iv. 15. it is clear that A^-, 
am was under a law. The apoftle argues yet 
more expresflv that Adam was unfier the Jaw, ' 
when he fays, that fin was in the world, before 
the giving of the law by Mofcs, v. 13. 1. tf. all " 
along' from Adam to Mofes. But fays he fin, ' 
iS nor imputed where there h no law, Rom, v. 
14. *' Neverthelefi death reigned from Adarn^ 
to Mofcs, even over them, that had not finned 
after the fiinilnude of Adar/s cranfgYeflion," 
V. 14 : ihat is infants who could nor be guilty . 
of aftual fins, Or tranfgrefiion of a law , as A- : 
J<irn V/.3C, Since \V\c\tfui^ dcM':\^ ihc wages of, 
/7/7, and penaVtv ofih^UvK, ^vi\^v\tev ^n^^ w^\ 
in I ants, it muft be thai Cm ^-^ \vt\>jN^\.>i^ v^ K- 
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dam/ and CO infants on Adam's account, and 
therefore Adam was under a law, for fin is not 
imputed, where there is no law.* 

Moreover, with refpeft to the fecond Adam^ 
is there any thing faid any where that hecamct 
or w^s to come,to fulfil,keep and make good the 
covenant that the firft Adam broke ? What was 
the work of our blefled furety ? Was it not to 
anfwer the demands of the law ? Did he not 
ftand in our law place ? Was he not made un- 
der the law, to redeem them that were under the 
hw? Gal.v.55.Ycs,an<^heanfwcrcd the demand 
of the law too, in full,both penal and preceptive/ 
and thus keeping the law made it honorable^ 
4fai. xlii, 21. Now, this was the very law that 
Adam was under, even the moral law. 

For, though the prohibition of the forbiddcji 
fruit, was a pdGttvc law, given for the trial of 
his obedience, yet was he under the moral law, 
and, by the tranfgreftion of this pofitivc precept 
fell from his moral righteoufncfs ^ nor can there 

* In the W^ftminfter Confeffion of faith, eveiy 
fill both original and aflual is faid to be a tranfgreN 
fionofthe law of God.— not covenant. So in the 
Baptift ConfefHon of faith, Adam and Eve are faid 
to tranfgrefs the law and the commandment given 
unto them, by eating the forbidden fruit. Likewife 
the larger ^atechifm fays, Our firft parents tratif- 
grefledthe commandment of "God, in eating the for- 
bidden fruit. To the fame efFt A the Baptift Cate* 
chifm fays, That fin rs any want of conformity unto, 
or tranfgreflion of the law of God,— not covetiant* 

K 
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be a breach of a pofitivc law of God, without 
involving immorality.* 

And bcficJcs, the nature of a covenant is in- 
compatible with the relation fubfifting between 
God and man, and therefore inadmiflible. For 
the idea of a covenant includes thefc following 
things: 

1. Mutual wants in the parties covenanting, 

2. Mutual bcrefirs enjoyed by them. 

3. Power in each party to perform the condi- 
tions of the covenant. 

4. Each party is brought under obligation to 
the other, by the performance ofthofe condi- 
tions. 

*In the prefent cafe it would be eafy to conceive, 
that Adam, in eating the forbidden fruit, in a man- 
ner broke every precept of the moral law : for, he 
was guilty of fetiing up another God, of trampling 
on the authority of the true God, and -profaning his 
holy name ; when he pave him the l^^-'j difbelievcd his 
word, difobeyed his command, an^ transferred all 
the honor of faith, worfhip, obedience, and hope, to 
another. He diihonored Hir. parent in the higheft 
manne.*r. .He was guiity of murder, in murdering 
himfdf and pofhrity, fotil and bodv. He was guil- 
ty cf theft and robbery, in robbing God of his glory, 
himfelf and pollcrity of innocrnce and happinels. 
While to receive a falfe witncfs, and a£l upon it, was 
i]obctr< r tha!» to bear falfe witncfs. And finally, he 
coveted tlie^oods and properry of another: and not 
only covfted, but took pclitilion o^, and devoured at 
once. Nor would it be difficult to (hew, that this 
one ii n involved in it, infidelity, pride, ingratitude, 
contempt^ fcHly, cruelty, ani xV^o'i^ ovV^ •^^vi&iSWM" 
anJ^^/^gravations ot fin. 
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y. Merit on both fides. 

6. Either party may rcfufe, or objcft to the 
propof<rd conditions. 

7. And, laftly> neither party ought to be un- 
dcrr prior obligati )n to the other, rcfpcfting the 
conditions of the covenant. 

Now^- of thefe [)articaUrs not one can be ad- 
mitted in the prefcitcafe, except the thrd. For 
who will |)rcfuinc to fay, that the Almighty 
ftood in need of the fervicc of man, or of any 
of his creatures ; or that he could be bcntfred 
by the ffrvicc of anv of them ;or that the fervicc 
pMfor.^ec!, could bring the glorious Creator un- 
dtr obligation to the creature ; or tiiat the crea- 
ture could m^ric by his doiniis ; or that man 
could rcfufe or ohjfft to what was enjoined oa 
]i\u ; or laftly, rliat man was not under prior 
cb'ig.U:ons toprrfora/ all that vc as rtrquircd of 
hi'i>, and thercfire wnild h.ivc bc:rn an unpro- 
fitable fcrvnnt after- iii! he had done. Luke 
2:vii 10. 

From the tenor of fcripture then, and the na- 
ture of a covenant, it is manifeft (here never 
v-as a covenant of v/c rks made with Adam. 

But fjmr, periiaps, v:ill objed and fay, 
«• How could Adam be a public head, if he Was 
not a covenant head, 1. e. if there never was a 
covenant of works ?" As if there was no wav of 
being a public head, but in a covenant way. 
It might feem fufficient here to obfcrve, that if 
there never was a covenant of works, as we 
have fei^n there was noi ji: ^u<J^ W ^v^^vc\ ^vsn^^ 
not be a pobJic hcad^'bui'viv ^^ c^N^tv'^^'^^^"' 
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then K^ was no public head at all. But, to 
me. ther* appears an cafy way of folving this, 
difficulty, That Adam was a public htad and 
reprtfcntat:ve i>» his pofltrity,wlio were to ftand 
or fall wi h him, i?v^ one can doubt, who will 
read the fifth chapter to the Romans, and the 
fifteenth of the firft epiftic to Chr Corinthians,, 
with fome other paiTagesi and who will con- 
f)dcr the cvrnr of the cafe in quellion, and the 
nature of things. But then, you will aflc> ** How 
could it be, if there was no covenant ?" I an- 
fwer, jiifl: io that very way it ought, and only 
could be, and that Is, The appointment of- 
God. It was the picafurc and will of God that 
Adam fhould Hand in this public character and. 
relation to his pofterity ; and fo be a lively fig- 
ure, or type, of him who was to come. 

If any (hould enquire what advantage there 
is in denominating this traQfa(5l:ion with Adam^ 
In the ftate of innocence a law, rather than a 
covenant; we anfwer, much every way. Firft,. 
in that it is of dangerous confequcnce to change 
the name of things, and put one word for ano- 
ther of very different import,* as will readily 
appear to any one^ who will confider how 
much mankind are impofed upon by names,, 
which is the ground of that wo pronounced^ 

*We may fay of the word covenant, what doAor 
Ridgley, with his ufual candour, fays of the word", 
reftipulation, as applied to this doflrine. But , fays . 
he, lince it is to ule a word without its proper ideas, 
which others annex toil, 1 VvuvxAA^ eoT\Q.€vs^>Mv"5»'^s«.- 
trine ms^y be better cxp\a\tieAm\>M3i\Xt \x*. 
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by the prophet when he fays-, " Wo unto them 
that call ev.l goodj and good evil; that put 
darknefs for light, and light for darknefs; that 
put bitter for fwect, and fweec for bitter," Ifa. 
V, 20. And then the d fFerencc here is not in nanrie 
only. A law and a covenant arc very different 
things, as we have feen above. Bcfides, is there 
no advantage in adhering to tht? fcript«re ? If 
we deviate from it in one point, why not in ano- 
ther, why not in every thing ? To which we 
may add, that in following the Scripture by 
denonninating this tranfaflion with Adann a law 
rather than a covenant, we gain this mighty 
advantage, that we avoid nurfing that legal 
jlrain of fpirit^ fo natural to mankind, and at 
the fame time fo injurious to their everlafting 
happinefs. To talk about covenants between 
G >d and men, and yet to be oppofrd to Armi- 
nianifin, is apeiftft folccifm in divinity. Is it 
not rnanifcrfl that alhtrue Calvinifts, all, who in 
•reality favour the doctrines of grace, arc ama- 
zingly cinbarrafTed wuh the notion of covenants 
made with men repefting fpiritual things, and 
puIldo\^n with one band, what thy build with 
theothcr? Thus, v^htn they fptek of the cove- 
nant of works, ihey will tell you, that it .is a 
law-covenant. And when they fpeak ofthecor 
venant of grace, made with Adam and the 
faithful, they fay it is not a covenant properly, 
but a free, abfohue, unconditional covenant* 
Thus explaining away what they would fccnfl 
willing t<vc(labli{h. 



•^m'n^'m^F^mt 



X14 DOCTRINE OF 

We (hall now difmifs this head of difcourfr, 
and pafs on, in the fecond place, to conlider the 
ground of what is called the covenant of grace, 
which is faid to have been Brft made with Adam, 
and afterwards renewed with others of the 
patriarchs, in favour of the faithful. 

The paflages of Scripture on which this is 
pretended to be founded, are thofe that relate to 
the difcovery and manifeftation of the rich grace 
of God, with rcfped to the recovery and redem- 
tion of finful man, from his lofl: ftate and con- 
dition by the fall. But why thefe maniftdations 
fhould be held forth to our view, under the no- 
tion of covenants, is hard to fay. For when 
we fearch the Scriptures, whether thefe things 
are fo, we find no appearance of that kind. 

The firft dawning of the gofpel, and, at the 
fame time, the firft glimmering of hope, ap- 
peared to Adam, in the promife that was made 
refpefting the feed of the woman, which was 
Chrift, Gal. iii. 16. that it Ihould bruifc the 
ferpent's head. Gen. ii^ 15. 

Although this was addrcflcd to the ferpent, 
yet being overheard by Adam, whom it more 
immediately concerned, and being comprehend- 
ed by fai h, unJcr the i.nfiuence of the fpiri!, it 
afforded fome ground cf hope. Here the eter- 
nal counfrls of the mvfierious grace of God be- 
gan to unfold thcmfclves. 

In the promife made to Abraham, which 
was afterwards renewed to Ifaac and Jacob. Gal. 
w\ 8. the fjme gorv>e\ g^r-Ace \:iTt^V^^^^\\.K with 
clcMrcr light. W hal V.a^d bctu ^v^V.^^ \xv twaxt; 
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general terms, of the feed of the woman, is now 
faid in a more p.irticuJar manner of the feed of 
Abraham. " In thy ft-ed fhall all nations of 
the earth be bleffcd." Gen. xxii. 18 

To Jacob the very time of accompliftiing the 
promife was limited, while it was faid ; >* The 
iccptcr (hall not depart from Judah nor a law- 
giver from between his fret, until Shiloh come^ 
and unco him (liall the geathering of the people 
be." G<-n. xlixi lo. 

Mofcs renders the promifcftill moremanifeft, 
while he points out a charaftcr and likcnefv 
*^ A prophet," fays he, " fliail the Lord they 
God ra le up unto thee, of thy brethren like 
unto me ; unto him (hall ye hearken." Deut. 
xvii. 15. ' * 

In the prophets, who were much further ad- 
vanced in the difpenfation of the promifes, ap- 
proaching to the fulnefs of time, haftening to the 
coming of the Me(riah, you have his virgin 
mother, Ifa. vii, 15. place of birth, Mich. v. 
2. and other circumftances pariiculiarly poin- 
d out. 

Only obftrrve the order and progrefi of the 
Divine promifes, izathcring light and ftrengrh 
as they advance. When the firft intimation of 
a Saviour was given, he was to be fought for a* 
mong all the human race, /^fte^ward we are 
dircfled to the particular feed of Abraham. Of 
Jacob's numerous fons, the tribe of Judah is 
taken : Of the tribe of Judah tKc ^^«v\^ ^\ 
Je(re, If. xii, 10; and of jeffc'^^ou>i^ \!cv«.Vo>aJv^ 
of David, Jtr. xxiii, 5, T\v\3l^ i^^x^^ycv^^'^ ^ 
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were to a point, what had at firft been delivered 
but in very general terms. 

Thefc arc fomc of the leading and principal 
difcoverits that were made to the world, of our 
blcflfed Saviour, before his incarnation. Thus 
did the promifes and prophecies become bighc- 
cr and brighter, until at laft ihey (hune mor« 
clear in their full accoinpliflim^nr, when the 
Sun of Righteoufncfs rofe, difpellinp darknefs, 
and fpreading the light of the gofpel day. But 
what do we fee in al! this like a covenant? 
Nothing at all. No not the leaft ihadow- 
of it. 

Let us now fee how the apoftles of our bleffcd? 
Lord undf rQood thefe things. What is the Ian* 
guage of the New Tcftament ? Exaftly of the 
faaT? tenor with what we hjave fccn above. It 
fpeaks of promifes, gifts, legacies ; all free, 
abfolute and unconditional. Let us cite a few 
paffat^es ; For the promife is unto you and your 
children, ASsii. 39. Of this man's feed has 
God according to his promife. Acts xiii. 23; 
For the hope of the promife made of God unto 
our fathers, Adls xxvi, 6. Heirs according to 
the promife, Gal. iii. 21, 22, 29. The prom^- 
ife of eternal inheritance, He-b. ix, 19. To 
perform the mercy promifed, Luke 1.72. And 
this is the promife, that he has promifed uSi 
even eternal life, i John ii. 25. For all the 
promifes of God in him, arc not yea and nay, 
bur yea and amen^ 2 C^r. i. 20. In like man- 
ncr we read of g\tts: \{ vVvov^ \?.^^n^^^ I'c^. ^tft 
of God, John W. lo. ¥t^t ejv^^.* >Ji»v^.N.\t^ 
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M-^iS. Unfpeakable gift, 2 Cor. ix. 15, Gave 
gifts unto men, Eph. v. 8. Hence alfo, the 
adminiftracions of grace are called, the Old and 
New Tcftamenr, 2 Cor. yi. 6, 14. bccaufe a 
tcftament commonly contains free gifts and leg* 
acies made over and infurcd to the heirs. How 
contrary is all this to the language and nature of 
a covenant. 

In pages .110 and iii, we obfcrvcd, that not 
any of the particulars included in the idea of a 
covenant could be admitted, in the tranfaflion 
between God and man in the (late of innocence, 
except one. But here, with refpcft to a cove- 
nant made with fallen man concerning fpiritual 
things not one exception is to be made. The 
kica of a covenant is totally excluded. In the 
ftate of innocence man had power, and that was 
the only particular admiftble. But now, he, 
has loft his power, and there is not the lead 
room left for the idea of a covenant on any 
ground whatever. The whole and fole dtpend- 
ancc of man in his prefent ftate is the grace, the. 
free grace of God. 

Is it not ftrange, to hear [^ople talk, that 
faith and repentance are the^erms and condi- 
tions of the covenant made with man (incc the 
fall ; and that the grace in this covenant con- 
fids, in that the terms are eafy, and power gU 
vea to perform thcm.:|; What work! What 
ftrange work ! By thofe that prcfend to, favour 
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£mccrity i« received in Ueu oi igttic8Cvi\x» 
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the dodrinc of grace too : endeavouring to con* 
vert the gofpel of the free grace of God intoa 
covenant of works, >^ith terms and conditions. 
Well may we addreft thcfemen in the language 
of the ap.)!!!*", when he fays, " Ye are fallen 
from grace." Gal. v. 4. What a pity that 
thi-y have yet to learn, th.u faith and repentance 
arc the gifts of God, and thecfFcil of his grace 
wrought m us, not anv thing wrought by usr 
and thaithev are fo far from being cafV, or ea-, 
ficr than thofe things required of Adam in a ftatc 
of innocence : that v^hile thtfe were perfcdllf- 
praflicablc and eafy ; thofe are abfolutely impo^ 
fible. A man n)av as well attempt to remove 
mountains, as to exercife faith and repentance, 
Hnw (hall he hate and loaihe that, which is as- . 
natural for him to love and delight in, as it i» 
for him to love bimicif ?Or how fhall he loathe 
and abhor himfelf on account ofthat which he 1 
rollsasarweet nioilVl under his tongue. Jv^b. ' 
XX. 1 2. But when it is faid^ chat power i> giv- 
en, freely given, to perform thefe impofTibili- 
ties : this is dcflroying the nature of a covenant,; 
converting term.*- und conditions into mere afts 
of fovcreign- grace, and transfrrring the claim ' 
of merit from us, to him, who does all our ] 
works in us. ICi. xxvi. 12. " i 

As for thofc^ who hold the power and liber- ; 
ty of ihc will of man to do good in the prefent 
ftate, asv,ell as in the flatc of innocence; and '. 
who therefore tnlk of terms and conditions to bc- 
pf-r/iir/ned by man, ou ^e\^^:iTcriiiwc.^ ^^ ^Kich, 
he plciids the incr'r, ot V\\^ ?>^^^ ^^<^> Ow^xtcaw 
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he forgivenefs of his (ins, and full admKTion 
nto happinels : it muft be owned they arc 10- 
(^rabIy confinant wi'h ihemfelvts, chough they 
)e totally incan(i(tenc with the revelation of 
ij'd'smethvd of grace, which mult bend and 
{ive way to their carnal and natural notions of 
hings. But thofe, who hold that man has now 
oft his power and inclination to do good ; 
hat he is dead in trefpafTes and Hns. Eph. ii i, 
hat he is prone to evil as the fparks to fly up- 
ward ; that it is God that muft work in him 
>oth to will and to do, of his own good plea- 
"urc. Phil, ii, 13, anda^terall, tharman's de- 
pendence is not on the merits of his own doings ' 
3UC foltly on the mcnts of another, even that of 
3ur Saviour Jefus Chrift ; that thefc fhould 
:alk of covenants, terms and conditions, makes 
iliat they arc neirhcr confiftent with them(elves, 
fiorthc word of God. They may have fcund 
Sicarts derived from experience, and in fomc 
neafurc found hrads j bur arc ftrangrlv led 
iflray by ihofe legal ex{>refljons and modes of 
peakinc, fetotallv foreign to the gofj)eI. 

We (hall now pafs on to confiiier the covenant 
made with the nation of the Jeus, and a pafTi^c 
or two inthe Prophets aid lo haften to thclaft 
head wf^difcourfe. 

The covrn^nt made wjrh Ifrael in the wil-* 
dernels, comm:)nly called rhe Abraha'nic cove* 
nanr, merits particular attention.* When wc 
:onfidrr this covenant, it appears tn contain no- 
:hmg <'f /;5irirual chm^^is •, nor \v\\\^Ni^T\vj \^\^\- 
net thereto, further than i\\il\iW ^vi^^^ ^'^^^^" 

r* 
■ ,^ ■ 
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]fes» explained above, were mentioned along 
with it. It refered altogether to fele^ling the 
feed of Abraham from among the nations of the 
earth, to a national church ftate, and in chat 
refpe£t, a peculiar people, Deuc, xxvi, i8. and 
to the enjoyment of the land of Canaan, The 
outward rituals and ceremonies of their church- 
worfhip, and ferving the Lord as their king in 
their ftate of Theocracy, which they promifed 
and had in their power to do, they were to ob- 
ferve, as the conditions of enjoying the promif* 
ed land, and profperity therein. Want of at- 
tention to this circumftance has been the occa-> 
fion of much confuHon. The firfl: mention of 
this covenant was made to Abraham, which 
was afterward renewed with Ifaac and Jacobs 
but it did not taker its full form, until it was 
made with the whole body of the Jewilh people 
in the wildernefs. Bur let us confider the pafla* 
ges particularly that make mention of it. 

To Abraham it was faid,- '* Get thee out of 
thy country, and from thy kindred, and from 
thy fathers houfe, unto a land that I will (hew 
thee. And I will make of thee a great nation. 
And I will blefs them that blefs thee: and 
curfe them that curie thee: and in thee ^ 
Ihall all families of the earth beblcITcd,^' Genii ' 
xii. I, 2, 3. Afterward when he had come into 
the land of Canaan, it was faid; " Unto thy. 
feed will [ give this land, Gen. x;i. 7. And I 
will eftablilh 'nv covenant between me and theCf 
and tiiy T-iri after i\\.e/\v\ x.V\t\T v^t.wt.\^^^!c^^v,for 
an ir:*/j:n "V-. c vtnainij t.o \i^ ^ ^^^ m^xv^ ^R.^ 
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aftd'to thy feed after thee. And I will give un- 
to thcc and to thy feed after thee, the land 
wherein thou arr a ftranger, all the land of Ca- 
naan, for an everlafting poflfefnon , and I will 
be their God." Gen. Kvii, 7, 8. Here we fee 
ihat the land of Canaan was the objedt of the co*- 
VMant. And afterward^) the fanne was renew« 
«d with Ifaac, becaufe Abrahaai had fulfilled it# 
«« And I will make thy feed to multiply as the 
flars of heaveni and I will give unto thy feed all 
thefc^countries ;. and in thy feed (hall all the na- 
tions of the earth be blefTed : becaufe Abraham 
obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my com- 
mandments, my ftatuces, and my laws,'' Gen. 
xxvi. 4, 5. So again to Jacob> nearly in the 
fame terms, Gen. xxxvii, 13, 24. 

In the wildernefs as we mentioned before, 
the whole aiTumes more fully the form of a co- 
venant ; and we have the terms and conditions 
of it, and the confent of parties more at large* 

^* And Mofcs went up unto God; and the 
Lord called unto him out of the mountain, fay- 
ing. Thus fhalt thou fay unto the houfe of Ja- 
cob, and tell the children of Ifrael. Ye have feen 
what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare 
yoiti on eagles wings, and brought you unto my- 
felf. Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice 
indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye (hall 
be a peculiar treafure unto me above all people; 
for all the earth is mine. And ye fliall be unto 
me a kingdom of priefls^ and a holy nation. 
Thcfe are the word« wh\chvV\^>i ft\ A\. ^>^^'^ ^^- 
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to the children of Ifrac]. And Mofes came and 
called for the ciders of the people, and laid he- 
fore their faces.all thefe words, which the Lord 
cooimandcd him* And all the people anfwer- 
ed together, and faid, All that the Lord has 
fpoken we will do. And Mofes returned the 
words of the people unco the l.ord,'' £xod 
xix. 8. 

In thefe words we feem to have the preface, 
and leading heads of the covenant propofed to 
the people before hand to which -they allent« 
Then, in the 20ch, aift, .a2d» and 2^A chap* 
ters following, we have the particulars of the 
covenant .penned down at large, fo far as it re* 
fpeAed the moral and civil law. And after- 
wards the fame was read to the people for their 
afTent, which they do, with fome formal cir- 
cumftances of confirmation, £xod. xxiv, 3, 8. 

^^ And Mofes came and told the people aH 
the words of the Lord, and all the judgmenrs^ 
and all the people anfwe red with onevoice^ and 
faid : All the words, which the Lor4 hath faid^ 
will we do," &c. 

Then in the following chapters we have the 
ceremonies of divine worfliip entered at large; 
and, in the a6ih chapter of Leviticus, the fanne 
are reduced into the form of a covenant. 

Thus you fee, this covenant (or^ if you wili^ 

thefe covcnancs) refpcfted only temporal blcf- .ji 

fi?igs, and wa« enforced only by temporal rte- ^' 

wards and puniftimcnts* ./t 

And forward, \n the 0\A "? t^^m^tOL^ ^NKere 

ever mention is made ot iV\^ coNctv^tsx^ w \^V 
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' ercncc had thereunto, it is always fpoken o 
and confiJercd in this light. See Jofh. xxiif, 
i6. Dcut. xxix. 21 — 15. Jer. x'l. Hence wen 
the people of the Jewi fo often diftrefliid an( 
harra^ed in the land of Canaan^ for their breacti 
of this covenant, Judg, ii. ao, and led oucof it 
into capcivitv, a Kings xviii. 11, 12; and ft* 
nally rrjcdlcdfrom being the people of theLord, 
And here it muft be obfcrved, that even this [f- 
raelitilh covenant, was not a covenant propcrljf^ 
but as it were a law, tho" it was delivered it^ 
I part in the form of a covenant. So far as it cn- 
^noined ihofe things, that were of a moral na- 
Hwre, which ihey were thcrtfore ojider prior ob- 
^^gation to oblerve and do, it was a law : but it 
I was a covenant Ii) far as it refpcited their theo- 
cratical ftace of government, and was a coiTt- 
pait between them and the Lord their Kinfjj 
wherein fie condcl'ccnded to come under c^naiil 
engagements to ihcm as hit people, upon cer- 
tain conditions, which they promtfed, andhaij 
in their power to perform. 

Now, as this covenant only referred to mO 
ralicy, the civil poHty of the Jews, and the out 
ward riterand ordinances of worthip, which t^ 
apoflle calls, Carnal ordinances and a worldl 
fanfloiry, Hcb. ix. 1. iO[ and contained onl 
temporal rewards and punifliments, but no- 
thing of fpiritual bleflings or gofpel grace, uti> 
lefi It be in a typical way; It is clear, they 
nieht have kept this covenant in (uU, ».v.^^^ 
tvc been a whit the ncat«t Vve^v cti, ««■<!?«. ^ 
ttiilcd to cverlaftitig \Tai^'^\nK^^. 
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To hold forth the pardon of fin,and thcjufti- 
fication of the Tinner ; and then heaven and hap- 
pincfs as the free gift of God through Jcfui 
Chrift, without any meritorious condition, to be 
performed on the part of man -, this is peculiar 
totfeegofpcl, and the glory of it. The glory I 
fay of that g(;fpcl, with which the covenant now 
before us had nothing to do, unlefs typicaUv) 
and which was *irft held forth to Adam, after- 
wards gradually increafed in light, until at lad: 
it broke forth with meridian brightnefs, when 
thr d^-v fpring from on high vifited us, Luke i, 
78. And on thib very account, the Ifraelitifli 
covenant is confidered as being far inferior to 
thegofpcl, and particularly the difpenfation of 
it, in thefe paffages in the prophets, of which 
we made mention above, and which we fhall 
now pafs on to confider. 

In Ifaiah we read, " As for me, this is rtiy. 
covenant with them, faith the Lord," &c. Ifa. 
lix. 21. Whether this text refers to the gofpel 
or not, is a little doubtful. If it docs, it will 
be of the fame import with that in Jiercmiah, 
where we have thefe words ; ^^ Behold the days 
come, faith the Lord, chat I will makjc a new 
covenant with the houfe of Ifrael, and with ihft 
houfeof Judah. Not according to the cove- 
nant I made with their fathers, in the day that I 
took them by the hand, to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt, which my covenant ihcy, 
brake, alto' I was a hufband unto them, faith 
ihe Lord. But ih\s ft\a\\ b^ i\\^ c<yi tt^^xvv. \J\^t t 
will make with the houfe oIX^x^rV ^^x.^^.>iw5Sft 
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days, faith the Lord ; I wiU puc my law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hcans, and 
I will be thrirGod, and they fiuU be my people. 
And chcy (hall leach no more every nun his 
-ncighbuoi-, and every man his brother, fayir 
Know the Lord : for rlicy fliall all know i 
Trom the Icall of ihcm tn the greatcft of them^! 
'iich the Lord; fori will forgive their iniquity,, 
^nd 1 will remember their fin no more," Jcrj 
sxxi. 3'— 34i 

This paBage undoubtedly refrrs to the gofpelli 
But then, you fee nothing in it that looks like 
a covenant. No ifs, no terms, no conditions j 
(othing to be performed by the crcaiute in. 
way of merit. But, on the contrary, the Jati 
guagc i* pure gofpel. It ij not " I will, if thcj 
will ;" but, 1 will and they (hall." " I will pOJ 
my law in their inward parts, and write i 
their hearts ;" the regenerating and fanftifying 
opcntiuns of the Spirit; And will be theii 
God, and tlicy Ihall be my people ;" according 
to that faying, " Thy people fhall be willing il 
ihe day of thy p"wcr ;" "For I will forgivi 
their iniq-iiiy, and! will remember their Cn 
more." The genuine language of fovereigl 
grace. 

Now the prophet fpeaks of thcfe fpiritua 
blcfringi<, this pure gotpcl, as being to^atly di^ 
fcrcnt frum the contents nf the Ifraeluilh rov^; 
nanc. For, fays he, " Behold ilic davs com*! 
faith the Lord, that I will m;kea new covenan 
with the houft of IfracJ, and wiiK \Vv^ \\^>i^t' 
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Judah. Not according to the covenant that I 
made with their fathers;" no, vciily : but al- 
together different from it ; as different as fpiri- 
tual things arc from temporal, as the heaven is 
from the earth. 

If any (hould here enquire, "Why then is it 
called a covenant, if the contents of it be pure 
gofpcl, and the two are fo very different ?" For 
their faiisfadion I will fugged the foJJowiiig 
confiderations. 

I. That the word covenant in the Old Tcfta- 
ment, fometimcs means a ftatute, ordinance, 
eflablifliment, appointment and decree :.as in 
Jeremiah xxxiii. 2:>. ** Tb«s faith the Lord, 
if you can break my covenant of the day, and 
my covenant of the night." /. e. My appoint- 
ment of the fucceffion of day and night. So in 
Gen. ix. 9, 11. God is faid to make a cove- 
nant wir^Noah and his family, and with the 
beads of the earth, that all flefh fliould not he 
cut off any more by the waters cf a flood ; which 
can mean nothing more than the appointment 
and decree of God in this matter. ' And again 
in Numb, xvii". 10, the fame thing is faid to 
be a ftatute and a cuvtrnant, and in the 8rh verfc 
an ordinance; ref^.e'fting the portion of the 
Pricfts and Levites. So that the word covenant 
is not always to be underdood in a drift fenfe. 
Thus in the trxt in qucdion, when it is faid. 
Behold I make a new covenant, as it refers to ; 
iAegofpc), or New T^^3^n\t^v.<JJ\^\j^^^2.UQQ,, by -j 
way of diftinft'iouftom iVvc Q\d cwtYv^^\\ ^\^\^ 
Tcftamcntdifpcnfauot\, Vt\^^o^^ vx^^^^x^i x^ 
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w€ (bo«ld undcrflantl any thing more by it than 
difpenlation Mnd it certainly mcan^ no naore^ 

a.. Xbac the uie of the word covenant might 
be more confonant ^v^irh that kgal difpcnfaiion, 
than that of a Tcft-amenc Efpcc rally. 

3. As the prophet was about to draw a com- 
'parifv>n between the two difpenfations, in order 
to fliew the pre crmnenceof the owe to the o- 
ther : finoe th^ old wfts known to that people 
by the word covenant, it was naturalto cxprefs- 
the new by the-feme tewp. 
; 4. And laftlv, That it might fecm odd to 
^eak of a Tcftamcnt, ^whilc the Teftator wa« 
yet living; as the apoftlc obferves in thefc 
words ; ^* For ^where ra Teftani^ent is$ there 
inuft*al(<)of neceflity be the d^ath of a Tcftator;. 
For a Tettament i^tif force ^f re r men are drad j|. 
othcrwifr it is of noftreiigth at all, while the 
Teftator liveth." Hcb. ix. 1.6,17, 

In cxa<ft confiiftency herewith we find, that 
when our blcflVd Lord 'OJ^d Saviour ^as about 
to Jay down 'h?s life, and confidcred himfelf as 
alfcfldv de^d, at ihc tia^ of the infticution of 
the Lord^s Supper, he lays afide the ufc of the 
word covenant, and takes up the more proper 
word Ttftament, fayine^, This is my blood of 
the New Tcftament, Mat. xxvi. a8. and from 
thence forward the wjord Teftament isconltant* 
ly u(ed when reference is had to the difpenfatton 
' ofGrace*, 

-* TAe wopds ctnrenant atvA u^^rax^xvX.U^^vA^'^^ 
^fedx^tiiGT promifcuoufly uv-ow ^t^v^Jsv^^sw^-**^^^ 
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Hence ic is, that we fo often read of heirt ; 
as, heirs of God, Rom. viii. 17. Heirs accor^ 
ding to the promife, Gal. iii 29. Fellow heirs, 
£ph iii. 6. By his grace we fliould be made 
heirs. Tit. iii. 7 Heirs of Talvationi Heb. i 144 
Heirs of promife, vi. 17. Heirs of the king- 
dom, James ii. 5 &c. A language and way of 
fpeaking perfeiftly confonant with a tcflament^ 
but has nothing to do with a covenant. 

The word covenant feems to have been intro-^ 
duced into the Chriflian religion, becaufc it fa-^ 
voured of a legal drain, fo acceptable to thofe, 
who are fond of terms and conditions, to be 

the New Teftament. The things cxprefled by thent' 
are three : i. The Iflraelitifli covenant, or OldTef* 
tament difpenfation. a. The New Teftament, or its 
difpenfation. And 3, Agreements between men. 

The firft, not being a covenant properly, and an-- 
fwering to the word diatheke in Creek, which figni- 
fies a teftament or difpofition of things, is therefore, 
as well as the fecond, always -ex preflTed b) that world 
But the third, as it means a covenant properly, is* 
therefore expreffed, in the Greek, by quite other 
words. 

The firft and fecond you have in thefe thirty-one 
places following ; Mat. xxvi. 28. Mark. xiv. 24. 
Luke i; 72. xxii. 20. Afts iii. 25. vii 8. Rom. ix 
5. xi. 27. I Cor xi. 25. 2 Cor iii. 6, 14. Gal iii. • 
15, 17. iv. 24. Eph. ii. 12. Heb vii. ^2. viii 6, 7,. 
8, 9, 10. ix. 4, 15, 16, 17, 20. X. 16, 29. xii. 84.. 
xiH. 20. Rev. xi. 19. Alfo underftood but not ex- 
pre^fed, m the Greek, vulh^fe two places, Heb viii^ 
I J, ix, I. making thirty -xVviee^iV^LC^s VR. "^xv^x^* 
And the third you have m \V\efe xVvt^t ^\aK.t^> \lUx*"'3 
^xvi i^. JLuke xxii. 5, Rom. v. v^. 
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performed by men : while others^ who do not 
favour legalifm, yet too incautioufly make ufe 
of the word covenant, in bare compliance wiih 
cuftom ; tho' thefe are generally careful to in- 
.form us, that it mean§ a teftamcntary covcnaht, 
a free, abfolute, unconditional covenant ; 
which is much the fzmc thing as to fay that is. 
fio covenant at all. 

But it is finctrely to be lamented, that any,, 
who are admirers of the glorious Redeemer, 
and the doflriites of grace, Jhould be thus led a- 
Atay, in imitation of thofe, who are at leaft 
Dafavourable, if not enemies to the do£trine of 
tbe atconement. 

The fom on the prcfcnt head is this ; that 
t^e glorious difpenfationsand maniftftations of. 
ifae rich grace and mercy df God in Chrift, 
contain free, abfolutr, and unconditional pro- 
mifes, of the free, rich, and unmerited gifts of 
.God, conveyed to the heirs as legacies, in a 
tcftamentary way. 

Having thus faid what feems neceffary on 
the two firft heads of tlifcourfe, at leaft fo far as 
our bounds will admit, wc fnall now come to 
the third and laft, which is the Covenant of Re- 
demption, made with Chrift. This relates to 
the glorious tranfaftion between the perfons of 
the ever bleffcd Trinity, refpe<fting the recove- 
ry and falvation of fallen m.jn. 

In Searchiftg the fcripturcs, that we may drav/ 
from that pure fountain our knowledge of that 
wonderful difeovery anti ux\\>ax^\\^W^ v^v^^^ 
^fikh grace^ ^ we fiad it tpokctv vil wxx^'^^ A^Sxv 
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cnt views. Among thcfcthat of a covenant mstf 

claim our firft attention. If ever there was h 

covenant of grace, this is it: forafmuch as it 

exhibits the moft glorious difplay of grace and 

mercy, that ever appeared to men or angels. If 

ever there was a covenant of redemption^ her^ 

you find it ; fince the redemption of the cleft 

was the objedt of it. And, on the pare of Chriftj 

it was a covenant of works too: forafmuch ar 

the great work of redemption, the fulfilling lit 

law of God in behalf of his people, for whom be . 

undertook as their furety^ was performed \>f 

him. As it is written, «« Be furety for thy ferVaftT 

for good," Pfal. cxix. 122. " Lord I am opr 

preffed, undertake thou for me,'* Ifal xxxviiu- 

14. " I have found a ranfom," Jobr xxxilt 

2^4. ** The ranfomedof the Lord," Ifa. xxxf.. 

10. '< And to give his life a ranfom for oMf 

ny," Matthew xx. 28. 

The principal places of the Scripture that 

fpeakofthis glorious tranfacftion between thft 

perfons of the adorable Godhead, refpedtio^ 

man*5 recovery, as a covenant, are thcfc followf : 

ing: " And my covenant (hall ftand fiift witfr J 

him, Pfal. Ikxxix, 28. A-nd give thrt ] 

for a covenant of the people, Ifa. xlii. 6. xlii;' I 

8. Neither (hall the covenant of my peace bii 

removed, liv; 10. As for theealfo by the blood - 

of thy covenant, I have fent forth thy prifonei^- 

outofthepit. Zech. ix. 11. Even the meflciiq 

^er of the covenant," MaiU iii. i. ,. ^ 

Now as thcfe paffige^ ctX^l^vaX^ xtW W 

ChriA^ who is caWcd iVvc av^ttcT^?,<^t ^l ^Sor. ^^^ 
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-nant ; is faid to be given for a covenant of the 
Mopic ; that this covenant with him (hould 
Rand, even the covenant of peace, which (hould 
not be removed i and that hi« prifoners fliould 
be fent forth out of the pit, even by the blood 
of his covenant} there is no room left to doubt, 
but that there was, as it were, a covenant en- 
gagement entered into between the perfons of 
the Trinity, with a view to accomplifh the great 
-work of man's redemption. And btfidcs, there 
is nothing forbids admitting of a covenant here. 
For firft, it has not a dangerous tendency, to 
encourage and nourifh a legal drain of fpirit, as 
the notion of a covenant made with man has. 
And then, there is moeh more room here for 
the idea of a covenant, than in the other cafe. 
'■\>r the parties were upon equal footing, on e- 
. ijl terms and equally interefled ; they were not 
'.i:ider prior ohligations; and they had power co 
perform the conditions, or engagements enter- 
ed into. 

Itmuft, however, be remembered, that even 

here, the idea of a covenant complete in every ' 

part cannot be admitted ; Hnce the parties were i 

ni»( in wane, nor could be benefited. Which j 

pcrhiips may be the reafon, why this glorious^ 

'.lanfiftion is fpokcn of m many other places i] 

lindcr other views. The chief of ilicfe is [hat of a | 

our fcl, according to ihcle Icripturcs; "Andl 

;! the counfcl of peace (hall be btiwfcn them 

.'h, Xcch. vi, I J. For 1 have not (Kvi^^t-i.j 

I 'IccUrc unio you the ?vWo\c to>ii\U\ oS. Ci*^^ 

xt, 37' The immuiaVAv^-j *jl VC\"» *i^^^ 
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felj Htfb. vi. 17. Being dflfvered by the de« 
cerminace counfcl of God^ Aifls, ii, aj. 

Here we are given to undcritand, that tbe 
perfons of the bieflTed Trinity held a counfei, 
fpcaking after the nnsinner of nfien, to ddiberatei 
dcvifc, and contrive what (hould be donr, to 
recover and fa ve fallen man. In this oounfei 
the whole fchenne was adjufted and fettled ^ wh^ 
ihould be faved, by what means^ and afttr 
what manner : even in that glorious rrn^nnu, 
which is held forth to us in Divine RevelatioOt 
wherein the glory of all the D*vine attributes h 
fecurcd and even advanced^ Satan defieate^ 
and a door of hope opened to man. 

Now in confequence of thus adjufting and 
fettling the whole, there was a fixed refoToEion 
or purpofe what to do. So the apoftle fpeaks ; 
** According to the eternal purpofe which he 
purpofed in Chnft Jcfus our Lord," Eph. iii, 11. 

Then alio the bleflTcd Redte/her was ch^bftn 
or elected to the great work. Hence the pro- 
phet: " Behold my fervant whom I uphold; 
mine eleft, in whom my foul detightcth/' If. ■ 
Ixii, I. And he was not only chofcn, but alfo 
appointed thereunto, or fore- ordained, accord- 
ing to Peter ; ** Who verily was fore- ordained, 
before the foundation of the world," i Pet i, 20, 

The great and glorious plan of rcdcmptioni 

the refuTc of the wifdo-n and grace of God, be- • j 

ing thu6 fecilcd ; and the Redeemer chofen and 

appointed i it remained to publifh, reveal, and 

wanifcd thefamcio iHe^ovXA^ \\v^.\.^tw vW^f-, 

pel e/pccially nr»an m\^\vi t^c v\:vslq^\^m\ 
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of fin, and repent j and might by faith look to 
TiifB, on whom his help was laid, and be faved. 
This manifcftation of the grace of God took 
place immediately after the fall, and became 
brighter and brighter in after ages, as we have 
fcen above, until, in the fulnefs of time, the 
chofcn of the Father was fent, John x. ^6. re- 
ceived a commandment to accomplilh the whole> 
John X, 18. he obeyed, Pf. xl. 7, 8. and was re- 
warded, Pf. ii. 8. Phil, ii, 9. 
. Now, as thefc latter exprcfilons of Scripture 
may fcem not to comport To well with the na- 
ture of a covenant, let it be remembered, that 
i^^hey refer, not fo much to the cftablifliment of 
the glorious fcheme, as to the accomplifliment 
of it, In the firft the Redeemer was God, in 
the fecond God-man. For, though a perfon 
may have no claim on another, prior to fome 
covenant or agreement, yet afterwards he may* 
And the perfon of the Redeemer is not to be 
-confidered fimply as God, but rather as God- 
man, in the accompliihment of this glorious 
work. Now, in this compacity, it is not incon- 
fiftentto conceive of his being a fervant, being 
fent, receiving a commandment, obeying and 
beingrewarded. Nor is there any inconfiflcn- 
cy between the notion of a counfcl held to con- 
cert matters, and that of a covenant entered into ; 
forafmuch as the latter might be the refult of 
the former.* 

M 

■ ■♦Should any be of op\r/\r>t\, \\v^V^^>\nr.'^^x^^^s^^- 
nihi is only ufed in the 0\di T^^vcwe^S -w^ "^^ 
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Above we mentioned in the general, that the 
nvholc plan or fcheme of redemption, was con- 
trived, adjiifted and ftttlcd ; but ic is nccelTaTy 
we fliould fpeak of it a little more particularly* 

The great difficulty in this wonderful confuU 
tarion, which would have puzzled aien and an- 
gels, was to contrive a way for the venting of 
mercy, and at the fame time leave immaculate 
the glory of Divine juftice. The different 
claims of thefc two leading perfedlions of Deity, 
rendered the undertaking in a manner in Aipera* 
ble. But Divine wifdom interpofes^ as the A- 
poftlefpeaks of the manifold wifdom of God, 
Eph. iii, 10; and by the unfathomable depth 
of its refearches, finds out and produces that 
myfteriousdifflay of rich grace, which the an- 
gels with aftonifliment defirc to pry into, 
I Pet.i. la; wherein" mercy and truth have 
met together, ri^htcoufnefs and peace have kif- 
fcd each other,*' Pfa. Ixxxv, lo. 

In theaccompliUiment of this glorious work^ 
the parties in the great counfel feem to have af- 
figned them each, or to have each one taken up- 
on him, his feparatc part ; i. e. generally fpeak- 
ing. To the Father it pertained to prefide 

more confonant to the legnl dlfpenfaiion, but never 
in the New, it ought therefore to he laid afide : I ana 
eafy ; fince I can fee no bad conlcquence woulJ fol- 
low. For I would not promote a difput^e about 
words, when t!icy are not of dangerous tendency. 
To me, liowxvcr, there appears lufficicnt grond for 
the ufe of the word covenant here, as well in the lajj* 
guagcoi Scripture, as U\ tVve t\'u\vac.o^xV\v.^>. v 



THE COVENANTS. 13S 

ov€r the whole and fee it accompliflicd, fend the 
Mediator, John x, ;^6, furnifti him fur the work 
Ffa. xlv, 7. Col. i, 19, and uphold him there- 
in, Ifa. xlii, I. 

The Son, the fecond perfon in the glorious 
Trinity, was to aflume human nature, anfwer 
thedemandsofdivine juftice, in behalf of his 
chofenones, as their furety, and by that means 
bring in an everlafting righteoufnefs, Dan. ix, 
24; thatGod might bejuft, and yet the jufti- 
fi<^r, Rum. iii» 26. This he accompi flicd in 
full; receiving the apppobation of the Father, 
that he was wellpleafed in him ; he laid down 
his life, then arofe from the dead, Rom. iv,.25, 
and therein triumphed over death and' hell, and 
all the powers of darknefs. Col. ii. 15:; and af- 
cending into heaven, Eph. iv. 8, he took his 
fcdt on the right hand of the throne of God, Hcb. 
xii. 3; being exalted as a prince and a Saviour 
to give repentance unto Ifraelj- and remiflion of 
fins, Adsv. 31, and make contininil intercef- 
fion for them, Heb. vii. 25, 

And the Holy Spirit was to cooperate, in 
m^nifcfting the whole to the world, and in ap- 
plying the fame to the chofen J namely, by en* 
lightening their darkned underftandings, working 
in them faith and repentance, changing their 
vile off dions, and converting of them from the 
fervice of fin and Satan, to the fervicc of the 
living God; carrying on the work of grace bc- 
?>'v>, Piiil. i. 6i and keeping of themi bv the 
power of Gjd unto UYvaiXAOti^ I'Stx.. \. S\^ 
every means making iVv^m m^^x.lw \\vt. \\s5xw 
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tanceof the faints in lights Col. i. 1.2; and fi- 
nally bringing them to the full poiTeflion of it. 
Thus my readers, we have fearched the Scrip- 
tures, with reference to the covenants;, and 
have fi-cn, that there never was a covenant of 
works made with the parent of mankind ; that 
Adam was made a fubjeft of moral govern- 
ment under a law, and had apofidve injunftion, 
refpefting the forbidden fruit, for the trial of 
his obedience. But, alas ! by tranfgrcflion he 
fell from the ftate of rcftitude, wherein he was 
created; and, being conftituted the public head 
and reprefentative of his natural defcendantSj 
brought ruin and deftruftion on himfelf and all 
his pofterity. But man was not left in this de- 
ploriblc (ituation. The grace of God appear- 
ed for him. We have briefly laid before you 
the plan of our redemption, concerted in eterni- 
ty, and brought into efFcft in time. You fee 
the glorious covenant of grace, which was wcli 
ordered in all things and fure. You fee the Son 
of God appointed to the Mediatorial work, and 
allgrace trcafured up in him for that purpofe. 
You fee him undertake j you fee him accom- 
plifli the fame in full ; and the blefTcd Spirit 
CO operate to make eftVftual the whole. You 
have {ct:n the gofpcl preached to Adam, 
then to the patriarchs; afterwards, though ftilf 
dimly, yet with clearer light in the types and 
fliadows of the Jewifli difpenfation, accompa- 
nied with prophecies and promifes, until finals-;; 
)/ the vvhoJc broke fon\\ \V\\.V. tclvA%^tv\. ^wh n%: 
the gofprl day. Thro' lV\c viVioVt, l\Qta ^\^ \> 
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hft, you fee the difpcnfations of grace to man 
are free, abfolute, and unconditional ; the gifts 
of God difpenfcd in a ifftamentary way. It be- 
hoves us, therefore, each one, to prove by gof- 
pel marks, that we are of the legatees. F'or 
the marks are clear, the will firm, and the title 
good, to all iuch and none elfe. Through the 
whole you fee nothing of works in a way of 
merit, but all of grace. Nothingof the will of 
man, but all of the will of God; that we might 
all, and at all times, cry, Grace, grace ; and 
"whofoevcr glorieth,^ might glory in the Lord. 
Such, my brethren is thr method of grace. 

Oblefled and glorious fchemc! What a rich 
difplay have wc here of the wifdom, jufticc, ho- 
lincfs, truth, mercy, pity, compafTion, and 
condefcenfion of God ! See the harmony of the 
Divine attributes in this fiupenduous plan; that 
is every way worthy of a God ! What (hall wd 
render unto him for fuch rich, unmerited grace! 
Never to the endlcfs ages of eternity, never 
ihall we be able to render adequate compenfa- 
tion. O that the love of God were abundantly 
filed abroad in each of our hearts s that wc 
might admire, with aftonilhment admire his 
grace j that we might for ever love, fear^ ho- 
nour, reverence, and ferve him, with all the 
heart unfeignedly. 

Now the God of peace, that braught again 
from the dead, our Lord Jtfus, that great (hep- 
herd of the (heep, thro* the blood of ^.Kt. v^«- 
Jading Covenant, make you ^«\^t&. \tv ^nsl^-^ 
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■which is well pleafing in his fight, thro' Jefw 
Chrift, to whom be glorjr for ever and ever 
Amen. 



FINIS. 
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